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: POETICAL WO RKS 
' GEOFF. CHAUCER. 


IN FOURTEEN VOLUMES. 


THE MISCELLANEOUS PIECES 


From Urry; Edition 1721, 


THE CANTERBURY TALES 


From Tyrawhiii* Edition 177 5. 


Grete well CHAUCER whan ye mete— 

Of ditees and of ſnnges glade, 

The which he- made, 

The londe fultfilled is over all. GOWER. 
My maifierC HAUCER-—chicfepecte of eye 

Whom all tkislonde ſchuide of ryght preferre, 

'Sith of our tamgage he was the lode- 

That made fir — e ini ta yne 

The gold deve drop of ſyehe and cloquence 

Into our tunge thrugh bivereellence. LYDGATSE. 
The honour of Enxtifiriengia dede---. 

My mayfier CHAUC ER, floureof cloquence, 

Mirrour af ſructuous entendement, 

Vaiverſet fadirin ſgicen ce _ 

This londis verray reſoprand nn 

The ficke fynder of dur Fayre Tangage. OCCLEVE. 

| Venerabili CHAUCER, priacipall poete but pere, 

Hevialy trumpet, ortege and regulere, 

In eloquence balme, condict and dia, 

Mylky fountane, clere firand, and rots ral, 

Of freſche endite throw Albion iland braid. DOUGLAS. 
O reverend CHAUCER! roſe of rethourisall, | 

As in oure toung flour imperial 

That raiſe in Brittanc evir, quha reidis right 

Thou beiris of Makers the triamphs royall, 

The ſreſche enamilt termes celeſtiall: 

This mater couth haff illuminit full bcictit, 

Was thou nocht, of our Inglis al! the light, 

Surmounting every toung terreftriall 


2 As ſar as Mayi's morrow dois midnight. DUNBAR. 
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ar Tur Apollo Preſs, Br Tus MARTINS, 
Anno 1782. 
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POETICAL WORKS 


GEOFFREY CHAUCER. 
| VOL. . 
CONTAINING HIS 


CANTERBURY TALES, viz. 


PROL.. TO CANT. TALES, | THE REVES TALE, 
THE KNIGHTES TALE, THE COKES TALE, 
THE MILLERES TALE, THE MAN OF LAWES TALE, 


Sc. Sc. oc. 


But natheles certain a. 

I can right now nv thrifty Tale ſain, 

But CHAUCER, (though he can but lewedly 

On metres and on riming crafty) 

Hath ſayd hem in ſwiche Engliſh as he can 

Of olde time, as knoweth many a man 

And if he have not ſayd hem, lese brother, 

In o book, he bath ſayd hem in another 

Who ſa that wol his large Volume ſeke. TALES, ver. 4465. 
Dan CHAUCER, Hef Englih angefrt'd, ; 

On Fame®s eternal bead-roll worthy to be fi d--—- 

Old Dan Geffrey, in whaſe gentle ſpright 

The pure well-head of poetry did dwell-e.- 

He whilft he lived was the foveraigne head 

Of ſhepherds all----- ., 
Old CHAUCER, like te morning far, 

To us diſcovers day f 

His light thoſe miſts and clouds diſſol vd 

Which our dark nation long involv'd ; 

But he deſcending to the ſhades 

Darkneſs again the age invades. DENHAM. 
CHAUCER, him who firit with harmony iuform'd 

The language of ourfathbers... His legends blithe 

Fe ſang af love or knighthood, or the wilcs 

Of homely life, thro” each eſtate and age 

The faſhions and the fullies of the world 

With cunning band portraying 

Him who in ümes 

Dark and untaught began with charming verſe 


To tame the rudeneſs of his native land. AKENSIDE. 
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THE CANTERBURY TALFS.. 


. 


THE PROLOGUE, | 


Wuanns that April Ra pains eee. 
The droughte of March hath: ee Pr 4 55 0 
And bathed every veine in ſwiche licour, | 
Of whiche vertue engentred is the flour; k 
Whan Zephirus cke with his ſote bret 5 
' Enſpired hath in everyholtan@hethe 17 20! 20 
ee e CFE INN wats) al 
Hath in the Ram his halſe ee a 1 
And ſmale foules maken melodie, 8 A 
That ſlepen alle night with 6pen ey%; „% vw 1977; Lo 
So priketh hem nature in hir corages,/ 7 1s, 
Than longen folk to gon on Dar 7: bel 
And palmeres for to ſeken ſtrange bat, 

To ſerve halwes oouche in fondry londes;- 


108432 

For a grammatical and metrical analyſis of che fi chen, 
lines ſee the Ruy, tc. p. 167—170. 

V. 8. Hath in the Rum] Rather the Bolle. Seo thereabas ih 
the Diſcourſe, c. p. 177. 
V. 13. And-paimenes] The different ſorts of-ptigrimsarc thus 
diſtinguiſhed by Dante, Vita nuova, p. 80. Chiamanſi Palmi- 
eri, inquanto vanno oltra mare, laonde molte volte recano 
la palma; Peregrins, inquanto vanno alla ca d Galizia; 
*6 —Romei, inquanto vanno z Roma.“ But he ſpeaks as an ita : 
11 Chaucer nene pigrims — ＋ ö 
Palmers. 1 21309 | 


An 


6 ru PROLOGUE, 

And ſpecially from every thire's ende 15 
Of Englelond to Canterbury they wende, | 
The holy bliſsful martyr for to ſeke 

That hem hath holpen whan that they were ſeke. 

Befelle that in that ſeſon on a day, 

In Southwerk at The Tabard as I lay, 20 
Redy to wenden on my pilgrimage NY 
To Canterbury with devoute corage, 

At night was come into that hoſtelrie- 

Wel nine-and-twenty in a compagnie ECTS? 
Of ſondry folk, by aventure yfalle 25 
In felawſhip, and pilgrimes were they alle 

That toward Canterbury wolden ride. 

The chambres and the ſtables weren wide, 

And wel we weren eſed atte beſte. | 

And ſhortly when the ſonne was gon to reſte, 30 

So hadde 1 ſpoken with hem everich on, 11 
That I was of hir felawſhip anon, © bf 
And made forward et ly for to riſe, _ 
Jo take oure way ther as I you deviſe. 
But natheles while 1 have time and ſpace, 35 
Or that I forther in this Tale pace, | 


v. 20. The Tabard) See Mr. obere note, as cited in the 
Dijeourſe, c. n. 6. 
d. 29. we!—efed? Bien aiſcs. The later French uſage of ai/? 
ſing. and ai/es-ptur. unaccented, ſeems to be a corruption. 
F. 33. And made forward) Moreproperly forword. See be- 
low, ver. 821; 50, 54. from the Sax. fore-word, promiſe. Made 
(contracted rom mated) is a diyllable. See ver. 4361. 
$1 1 


% 


THE PROLOGUEy 


Me thinketh it accordant to reſunn ? 7a +7, 
To tellen you alle the condition nn 
Of eche of hem, ſo as it ſemed me, ; 
And whiche they weren, and of what PRO 149 
And eke in what araie that they were inne; 
And at a knight than wol L firſte beginne. 
A Knight ther was, and that a worthy man, 
That fro the time that he firſte began - © + 
To riden out he loved chevalrie, _ eee, 
Trouthe and honour, fredom and curteſiee. 
Ful worthy was he in his lordes werre, * 
And therto hadde he ridden, no man ferre 


. 43 A Berbel Tha courſe-of adbventiives of « our Kaight 
may be illuſtrated by thofe of a real knight of Chaucer's age, 
who (for any thing that appears. to the contrary) might have 
been upon this very pilgrimage ; his epitaph is in Leland's Itin. 
v. ili. p. 111 Icy giſt le noble et vaillant Chivaler Mathew + 
« de Gourney, c. - ui en ſa vie ſu a la bataille de Bena- 
maryn, et ala apres a la ſiege d Algeaire ſur les Sarazines et 
auſſi a les batailles de PEfcluſe, de Creſſy, de Deyngene 
„de Peyteres, de Nazare, d'Ozrey et à pluſours autres batail- 
les et aſſeges en les quex il gaigna noblement graunt los et 
* honour.“ tile died in 1406 at the age of ninty - ſc. Why 
Chaucer thould have choſen to bring his knight from Alexan- 
dria and Lettowe rather than from. Creſfy and Poitiers is a pro- 
blem difficult to reſolve, except by ſuppoſiag that the ſlighteſt 
ſervices againſt infidels were in thoſe days more honourable 
than the moſi ſplendid victories over Chriitians. | 

v. 48. ferre] i. e. ferer, the comparative of fer, far. 80 
Chaucer uſes derre for derer, the comparat. of dere, deary | 
ver. 1450; Ther n'as no man that Theſeus hath derre.” | 
Ferrer is uſed at length by Peter of Langtoſt, and n 


ſuperl. below, ver. 496. 


|. THE PROLOGUE, 
As well in Criſtendom as in Hetheneſſe, 


And ever honoured for his worthineſſ. 50 
At Aliſandre he was whan it was wonne?  ' 

Ful often time he hadde the bord 5 

Aboven alle nations in Prace: 

In Lettowe hadde he reyſed and in Ruce, 


Þ. 51. At Aliſandre] Alexandria in Egypt was won (and im- 
mediately after abandoned) in 1365 by Pierre de Luſignan 
King of Cyprus. The ſame prince, ſoon after his acceſſion to 
the throne in 1352, had taken Sata ke, the ancient Attalia; and 
in another expedition, about 1367, he made himſelf maſter of 
the town of Layas in Armenia. Compare ii Memoaire ſur les ouu- 
rages de Guillaume de Machaut. Acad. des Inf. t. xx. p. 426, 
432, and Memoire fur la vie de Philippe de Maizières, t. xvii. 
p. 493. See alſo Fromfart, v. iii. p. 21. Walfingham mentions 
the taking of Alexandria, [p. 180,] and adds, © Interfuerumt 
Bad. wm haic'captionicum rege 'Cypriz plures Anglici.et A- 

<« quitanici, referetites tam in Angtiam quam in Aquitaniam 
<< pannos aureovet hojoſericos, ſplendoreſque ere ex- 
* gticos, in teſtimomum tantæ victoriæ.“ 

V. 52. be bade the bord begonne----in Pruce.] He had been 
placed at the head of the table, the uſual compliment to ex- 
traordinarymerit, as the commentators very properly explain 
it. When our military men wanted employment it was uſual 
for them to go and ferve in Pruſe or Pruſſia with the Knights 
of the Teutonict order, who were in a ftate of conftant war- 
fare with their Heathen neighbours in Lettowe, (Lithuania) 
Rufe, {Ruffia) andelſewhere. A Pagan king of Lettowe is men- 
tioned by Walfingham, p. 180, 343. 1 ? 

. 54. reyſed] This is properly a German word. Kilian in 
v. Reyſen, ** jterfacere---et Ger. militare, facere ſtipendium."” 
The editions (except M.) and ſeveral mff. have changed it into 
ridden, which indeed ſeems to have been ufed by Chaucerin 
the ſame ſenſe ver. 48. 


THE PROLOGUE, 


No Criſten man ſo ofte of his degre : £30 454109 34. 
In Gernade at the ſiege eke hadde he be 
Of Algeſir, and ridden in Belmarie : via goki at 
At Leyes was he, and at Satalic, - L 


Whan they were worine; and in the Grete las 
At many > poble nene he a+ D * 


nn Subd 
v. 56. In 8 The dty of ak was 3 from the 
' Moorith King of Cranada in 1344. Mariana, II. xvi. c. 11,] a- 
mong other perſons of diſtinction who came to aſſiſt at the ſiegs 
in 1343, names particularly de Inglaterra, con licentia det 
« Rey Eduardo, los Condes de Arbid, y de Soluzber,” which 
I ſuppoſe we may ſafely interpret to mean the Earls of Derby 


and Salifbury. Knighton ſays that the Earl of Derby was theres | 


R Script. 2583. 

F. 57. in Belmarie: ] I cannot find any country of this name 
in any authentick geographical writer. Froiſſart IV. iv. c. 23,} 
zeckons it among the kingdoms of Africa; Thunes, Bovgie, 
Maroch, Bellemarine, Tremeſſen;“ and Chaucer Cv. 17724} 
ſpeaks of it as producing Rons. The battle of Benamarin, men- 
tioned in Sir M. Gourney's epitaph, is ſaid by a late author of 
Viage de Efpanna, p. 7 3, n. 1, to have been ſo called © par ha- 
* ber quedado vencido en ella Albohacen, Rey de Marruecos, 
del linage de Aben Marin.” Perhaps, therefore, the domi- 
nions of that family in Africa might be called abuſively Bena- 
marin, and by a further corruption Belmarie. 

V. 59. the Grete fee] This is generally underſtood to mean 
the Pontus Euxinus; but I doubt whether the name of Mare 
Maggiore was given to that ſea by any other nation beſide the 


Italians. Sir John Mandeville, p. 89, calls that part of the Me- 


diterranean which waſhes the coaft of Paleſtine the Grete 


* ſee,” an appellation which it might poſſibly have acquired 


there to diſtinguiſh it from the two inland feas (as they were 
improperly ſtyled) the ſea of Tiberias and the Dead ſea.----1 
mf. T. it is the Greki/h ſee, a reading to which I ſhould hav 
had no objection if I had found it confirmed by any better m 
In the middle ages the Mediterranean ſea from Sicily to C 


n 


* K r 


3 
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To. THE FEGLOGUE. 


At mortal batailles hadde he ben fiſtene, > 
And foughten for our faith at Tramiſſene 
In liſtes thries, and ay flain his fo. 

This ilke worthy Knight hadde ben alfo 
Sometime with the Lord of Palatie 65 
Agen another Hethen in Turkie, 2 8 Y 3 
And evermore he hadde a ſovereine pris, | 
And though that he was worthy he was wiſe, 
And oſ his port as meke as is a mayde. N matter? 
He never yet no vilanic ne ſayde es >. 
In alle his lif unto no manere wight: 
He was a-veray parfit gentil knight. 

But for to telleg you of his araie, 
Hlis hors was good, but he ne was not gaie. c 
Of fuſtian he wered a gipon . | 78 
Alle beſmotred with his habergeon , ; 
Far he was late ycome fro his viage, 
And wente for to don his pilgrimage. 


» 


__— 


— 


was ſometimes called Mare Grzzcum, Howed. p. 709. $0 Brac» 
ton ſpeaks of Eſſoigns, de ultra et de citra Mare Grzecorum,” 
I. v. tr. 2, c. 3. The ſee of Greece is uſed in the ſame ſenſe by 
Chaucer himſelf, ver. 488. And in 1umbras, fol. 130, b. 
% Tyl he come to the Grekes ſee.” 

F. 60. noble armee] I have printed this as the moſt intelli- 
gible reading, though I am not quite ſatisfied with it; the mil. 
have arme, ary, and rywer. 

V. Gs. the Lord of Palatie] Palathia in Anatolia, Sp. The na- 
ture of his lordihip may be explained from Frorf. v. iii. c. 22; 
he gives an account there of ſeveral Hauts Baronsin thoſe parts 
who kept poſſeſſion of their lands paying a tribute to the Turk; 


ke names particularly le Sire de Sathalic, le Sire de la Palice, 
et le Sire de Haute- Loge. 


A lover anda luſty bacheler, 


Tete rotocee. rx) 

With him ther was bis ſone, a'yonge veg: Ft 
With lockes crull as they were laide in preſſe; FAR of 
Of twenty yete of age he was I geſſe. + pale HE 
Of his ſtatute he was of even lengthe, + 
And wonderly deliver, and grete of duenne 5 tak 
And he hadde be ſometime in chevachie 85 
In Flaundres, in Artois, and in Pieardie, 10 7245 
And borne him wel, as of ſo litel ſpace, 


| ln hope to ſtonden in his ladies grace. v4 
Embrouded was he, as it were a mede 
Alle full of fresſhe floures white and rede: 90 
Singing he was or floyting alle the day; WES ia 


He was as fresſhe as is the moneth of May: 
Short was his goune, with ſle ves long and wide 751 
Wel coude he fitte on hors, and fayre ride: - . 5 


. 84. deliver] Nimble; ſo below, ver. 15422, deliweriy, 
3 the word is plainly formed from the Pr. libre. T_ 
Italians uſe ſuelto or ſciolto in the ſame ſenſe. 

v. 85. in chewacbie] Chevauchee, French. It moſt , 
means an expedition with a ſmall party of cavalry, but ls often 
n for any military expedition. Hollinſhed calls it 
ar 

v. 89. Embrouded] Embroidered, ſrom the Fr. broder, ori 
ginally border. 

v. 91. foyting] Playing on the flute; ſo in H. F. iii. 4 

And many a floite and litlyag horne 
. Aud pipes made of grene corne . 
The firſt ſyllable for a time retained the broad ſound of its o 
riginal. See Du Cange, Hauta. Kilian, Huyte. ln ſome GT | 


is Changed to fowting. 


He coude ſobges mike, and webende . 959 

Jeſte and eke dance, and ee ee, 
So hote he loved, that by nightertale e toe - 
He ſlep no more than doth the nightingale ; + 
| Curteis he was, lowly and#ſerviſable, 0! 1 
And carf hefore his fader at the table. 100 
Fee eee eee | dn 
ed uc ol 
DIST eren mit Nod g. 
+: 97. nightertale} dt dme, from the Sax. nibtern del. | 

8 Portio. Lydgate uſes nightertyme. Traged, fol. 141. 
. 100. And earf before bis faitir} The practice 6f ſquires 


(af the higheft quality) carving at their fathers? tables has been 
fully illuſtrated by M. de Ste Palaye, Ac. des Inſc. t. xx. p. 604. 
I on, A mA badde be) The late editions call tlůs cha- 
racer the Squire's Yeman, but improperly ;' the pronoun be 
relates to the.Knipht. Chaucer would never have given the ſon 
an attendant when the father had none.——Yeman, or yeo- 
man, is an abbreviation of yeongeman, as youthe is of yeong- 
the. Young men being mot uſually employed in ſervice, ſer · 
vants have, in many languages, been denominated from tho 
le circumftance of age, as Werte, puer, garton, boy, grome. 
As i title of fervice or office 2 is uſed in the ſtat: 37 Ed- 
ward II. c 9 and 11, to den nt of the next degree 
above a gar/on or groom; a 2 his day in ſeveral depart- 
ments of the royal houſehold the attendants arg diſtribute 
into three claſſes of Serjeants or Squtiers, Yeomen and Grdoms. 
In the houſehold of the Mayor of London ſome officers of the 
rank of Yeoman are full, I believe, called Young Men. Sce 
Chamberlain's State of dr. Brit. In the ſtatute 20 K. II. c. 2, 
Yoman and Vadletz are ſynonymous terms. The Chanone's 
Yemian, who ie introduced below, ver. 16030, is a common 
feruant. Sec alſo ver. 2770. The title of Yeoman was given, 
in a ſecondary ſenſe, to people of middling rank not in ſervice. 
. 


den neten, By 
And he was cladde in cote and hade of grene: 

A ſhefe of peacock at wes bright and hene 
Under his helt he bare ful thriſtiſy ? 103 
Wel coude he dreſſe his takel yemanly: [1232s vt 
His arwes dreuped not with fetheres lowe, 
And in his hond he bate a mighty bowe.. 
A not-hed hadde he with a broune viſage : 
Of wood: craſt eoude he nun ; 110 


Upon his arme he bare a gaie bracer, 2 513 553A 
And by bir fies fwerd anda bokeler} ann 16% 
And on that pther fide a gaie dagger, 
Harneiſed wel, and ſharpe. W ene T 
A Criſtoſre on his breſt of filvgr hene. 1 


An bers ke hare, the baudrik-was af grene 2 was 


* 
f . 
54 L 


% Aer: PM 3947, brachte T0 tho bis eftat of Ye. 
* manrie.” The appropriation of the word to Gignify a malt 
landholder is more modern [ apprehend. 

. 164. peacock arwes)] Arrows with peacock feathers. ses 
Mr. Wartotr's muſtration of this paffage, Hf. of Eng. Poetry, p. 
450. Arhere is a patent in Rymer, 15 R. I. de arte fagit- 
< tandi per Valettos Regis exercend$.”” The Yeomen, and ro 
other ſervants of the royal houſthold, of whatever tate or of. 
fice, under the degree of Yeomen, ate ordered to carry bows 
and arrows with them whenever they ride, &c. in the king'h 
train. 


F. 109. not bed] A head de 3 nut, from the hair pro- 
bably being cut ſhort. | It has ſince" been called a round - head 
ſor the ſame reaſon. 

PN. 115. ACriftofre] I do not cee the meaning of this orna- 
ment. By the ſtat. 37 Edw. III. yomen are forbidden -4 wear 
any ornaments of geld ene „ be 


| + 
. © OT B r | 


„ * 


14 run rno tot; 


A ſorſter was he ſothely as I geſſe. 88 > A 


Ther was alſo a Nenne, a Priorefſe, | 


That of hire ſmiling was ſul ſimple 2 1 


Hire greteſt othe n'as but by Seint Eloy, 120 


And ihe vas ren Madam Egleniney' 1" 


Ful wel ſhe ſange the ſervice devine, brodt eig gi ha!. 
Entuned in hire noſe ful ſwetelʒjʒ: 
And Frenche ſhe ſpake ful fayre and fly, ) 
After the ſcole of Stratford atte Bowe, i 12 * 
For Frenche of Paris was to hire hai Eien Dips 
At mete was ſhe wel ytaughte withalle; '- 

She lette no morſel from hire lippes ſalle, | . 


. 120. Seint Kr In Latin Sanus Fligius. 1 ads no au- 
thority but that of edit. /U+r. for printing this ſaints name at 
length. In all the mſſ. which I have ſeen it is abbreviated St. 
Loy, both in this place and in ver. 7146. The metre will be 
ſafe if otbe de pronounced as 2 diſſyllable. 

N. 124. And Frenc he ſte ſpale] It 5 been mentioned before 
Lr. Cc. u. 55,] that Chaucer thought but meanly of the 
Engliſh-French ſpoken in his time. It was proper, however 
that the Priorefie thould ſpeak ſome ſort of French not only as 
a woman of ſathion, (acharaQer which the is repreſented to at- 
ſect, ver. 1 39, 140, but as a religious perſon. Ihe inſtruc - 


tions from the Abbot of us to the nuns of Sopewell, in 


1338, were in the French|; guage. er tu. Add. M. Paris, 
p- 1171. 


F- 127. At mete] he following circumſlances of behaviour 


at table are copied from Rom. de la R. 141 en r 


Et dien ſe garde qu'cile ne moeille 

des doys au brouet juſqu? es ny, Se. 

Si ſagement port ſa bouchee, 

Cue ſur fon pied goatte nꝰen chee 

De ſouppe, ne de ſaulſe noirc. 

Fi doit ũ bien ſa douche terdre 
Tant qu'*1 n'y laiffe greſſe aherdre N 

Au moins en la levre defſcure 


TUL PROLOGUE. 1 


Ne wette hire fingres in hire ſauce depfe: 
Wel coude ſhe carie a morſel and wel kepe, 130 


Thatte no drope ne fell upon hire breſt: tf K 
In curteſie was ſette ful moche hire leſt :: 
Hire over lippe wiped ſhe ſo clene {1 
That in hire cuppe was no ferthing ſene bo 
Of greſe whan ſhe dronken hadde bir draught; 135 
Full ſemely aſter hire mete ee wid v aT | 
And ſikerly ſhe was of grete diſport, MA A 
And ful pleaſant and amiab! ger 8 
And peined hire to contrefeten chere 

Of court and ben eſtatelich of manere. 140 


And to ben holden digne of reverence. 
But for to ſpeken of hire conſcience, 

She was ſo charitable and ſo pitouns 

She wolde wepe if that ſhe ſaw a mous * 

Caughte in a trappe if it were ded ot dledde. 1. 45 

Of ſmale houndes hadde ſhe that ſhe fedde 5 ; 
With roſted fleſh, and milk, and waſtel brede, - 

But ſore wept ſhe if on of hem were dede, 0 

Or if men ſmote it with a yerde ſmert; Walen oaks 

And all was conſcience and tendre herte. 1350 

Ful ſemely hire wimple ypinched N ee 

Hire noſe tretis, hire eyen grey as glas; 

Hire mouth ful ſmale, and therto ſoft and — 

But ſikerly ſhe hadde a fayre forehed. op 

It was almoſt a ſpanne brode I trowe. 135 

For hardily ſhe was not undergrowe. © | 


„ 
9 


6 trol odr. 


Ful fetiſe was Hire elke, asl u are 
Of ſmale corall about hire arm ſhe bare 
A pair of bedes gauded all with grenex 11 
And thereon heng a bruthe „ e 1 260 
On whiche was firſt ywritten eee e 
And after Amor vixttomnia.' oo 4 at 11 

Another Wore ulſo with woe kee PP n 
That was hird chapelleine, and Preeffes thre. 

A Mont ther was, a fayre for the ane 165 
An out- rider, that loved venere 


v. 159. gauded ali citb rene] Having bee green; 
ſome were of ſilver gilt, Monaf. v. iii. p. 1741 Pria patia 
« precularium del corall cum le gaudeys argenti deaurata.“ 
80 in Gower, Conf. Ame. f. 190; 


A paire of bedes blacke as fable 100039 M9 
She tok2 and hynge my necke about. | 
Upon the gauder all without = DB ett as; 


Was wryte of gold, pur repoſer, 

F. 163. Another Nonne, c. ] Sce Diſcourſe, Oc, p. * 

V. 165. 4 fayre for the maiftrie] We ſhould ſay a fair one ; 
but in Chaucer's time ſuch tautology I 1 e ele 
gant ; ſo below, ver. 1893 wt 

Therfore he was a prickaſour a right. - | 
As to the phraſe for the maiſtrie, 1 take it to be derived from 
the French pour I2-marffriz, which 1 ting in an old book of 
phyfick applied to ſuch medicines as we utually callSovertign, 
excellent above all others. A. Bod. 761, Seerera h. Samp, de 
Ciowburnetl, fol. 17, b. Ciraigne bone pur la maiſtrie a briſer 
* et a meurer apokemes,” Te. Medicine mggittrel pur fe» 
« fire, &'c. Medicine pur la mailtrie pur fete,” c. And in 
another treatiſe in the ſame mi Medutia Cir; 8ie Reolandi, ſi- 
milar phraſes are uſed in Latin, ful. 77, *Pocio bona pro ma- 
«* giſterio ad vulnera ſanarda,” c. fol. 79, Contra lus 
% pum, £7c. medicamen magittrale,” In the ſame ſenſe the 
Monk is ſaid to be fair for iþ2 marie above all others. The 
phraſe is uſed by R. of Glouceſter, p. 553; An ſtede he gan 


N TOTO. 


A manly man to ben an abbet able: 
Ful many a deinte hors hadde he in ſ table,. 
And whan he rode men mighte his bridel here 
Gingeling in a whiſtling wind as clere 170 
And eke as loude as doth the chapell belle | 
Ther as this lord was keper of the celle. | 

The reule of Seint Maure and of Seint Beneit, 
Becauſe that it was olde and ſomdele ſtreit, 
This ilke monk lette olde thinges pace, 4;: 4. BIS 
And held after the newe world the trace. 
He yave not of the text a pulled hen 
That ſaith that hunters ben not holy men, 


« prikie wel vor the maiffrie.” The ſeveral chymical preparz- 
tions known by the name of magifterium of lead, biſmurh, c. 
I conceive to have originally acquired that name from their 
being conſidered at firſt as maſterly operations. 

F. 166. loved De ene rie] i. e. hunting; if the word in chau- 
cer's time had born any other ſenſe he would hardly have put 
it into the mouth of Emilla in ver. 2310. The monks of that 
age are repreſented as fond of field-ſports. See below, ver. 189 
—192, and FE. P. fol. L. a. Knighton ſays that an abbot of Lei- 
ceſter, who died in 1377, © in venatione leporum inter omnes 
© regni dominos ſamoſiſſimus et nominatiſſimus habebatur.” 
X Scripter. p. 2631. He adds indeed that the abbot was uſed 
to aſſert, what, perhaps may have been partly true, * ſe non 
delectaſſe in hujuſmodi trivolis venationibus, niſi ſolum pro 
© obtſequiis dominis regni præſtandis, et aflabilitate corum cap- 
* randz, et gratia in ſuis negotiis adipiſcenda.”? 

. 169. bis bridel---Gingelixg] Sce this faihion of hanging 
bells on bridles. c. illuſtrated by bir. Warton, Hiſt, of Eng. Pe. 
p. 164. See alſo below, ver. 14800, 1. 3 

F. 177. a pulled ben] See below, ver. 6694; 8 0 
— "x Swiche arragance u'is not worth an hen. 

1 do net ſee much force in the epithet pulled, Ca. i, (reads pulley. 


B uw 
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18 THE PROLOGUE, 


No war e nod ide Wired an Tian . 
Is like to a fiſh that is waterles; 13280 
This is to ſay, a monk out of his cloiftre; 

This ilke text held he not worth an eilte, | 


And I ſay his opinion was good. ö | 
What! ſhulde he ſtudie and make dimifelven weed: 
Upon a book in cloiſtre alway to pore, © 185 


Or ſwinken with his hondes, and laboure, 
As Auſtin bit ? how ſhal the world be ſerved ? 
Let Auſtin have his ſwinł to him reſer ved: 


v. 179. can he is retteles} xc. reads clolterlæs; to which 
the only objeQion is, that i it had been the true reading there 


- would have been no occaſion to explain or paraphraſe it in ver. 


181. The text alluded to is attributed by Gratian, Decret. P. 
ii. Cau. xvi. & i. c. 8, to a Pope Eugenius—* Sicut piſcis ſine 
« aqua caret vita, ita ſine monaſterio monachus.” In P. P. 
according to mf. Cotton, Feb. B. xvi, (for the paſſage is omit - 
ted in the printed editions) a fimilar 5G is quoted from 
Gregory; 
| Gregori the grete tlerk gart write in dokes 

The rule of alle religinun riyiful and obedient. 

Rizt as fiſhes ina flog whan hem faileth water 

Deien for drowthe u han thei eric liggen 

Riyt fo religious roten and Rerven f 

That out of covent ot clukitre coveiten to celle. 
As the known ſenſes of ee: (wir. careleſs, negligent,) by 
no means ſuit with this paſſage, I am inclined to ſuſpect that 
Chaucer poſſibly wrote reg heller, i. e. without rule. Rego! (from 
regula) was the Saxon word fox a rule, and particulatly for a 


monaſtick rule. Hence regol - lf, regular is ſeu monaſtick vita; 


Yegol-lage, regularium lex; and in the quotation from Orm, 
iy, c. n. 52, an regholboc fingnifies the book of rules by 


which the Auguſtimian canons were governed. 


FJ. 187. Ar Auf in bir} 4: e biddeth: Chaucer frequently ab- 
breviates the third perſon ſingular of the preſent tonie in this 


TUE'PROLOGUEL 19 


Therfore he was a prickaſoure a rĩigh. 
Greihoundes he hadde i iſe atout fight, 190 
Of pricking and of hunting forthe haare 
Was all his luſt; for no coſt wolde he'ſpare; 

I ſaw his ſle ves purfiled at the hong 


With gris, and that the fineſt of the lond; «A 
And for to faſten his hood under his chinne 195 
He hadde of gold ywrought meme ei 1 
A love- knotte in the greter ende ther wass: 
His hed was balled, and ſhone as any glas ö 
And eke his face, as it hadde ben anoĩmtt:: 
He was a lord ful fat and in good point: 10 
His eyen ſtepe, and rolling in his hed . 
That ſtemed as a forneis of aà led 

His bootes ſouple, his hors in gret 3 | 5 
Now certainly he was a fayre prelat: | ; 


manner. See ver. 976, 983, rit for rideth ; Tee, 4069, 15686, 
int for findeth ; ver. 4191, rift for rifetb 5 ver. $038; 5071, 5, 
fant for fandeth ; ver. 72 39. t for fitteth ; ver. 7998, ſmit for 
ſmiteth. 
F. 193. his lever purfiled] From the Fr. peu ber. which, 
properly ſignifies to work upon the edge. Pur Eng. and pour 
Fr, are generally corruptions of the Latin pro.—lt is not clear 
what ſpecies of fur the gris was, only that it was one of the 
better ſorts. See Du Cangeinv. Grijrum. Ifit was the fame with 
air, (commonly called mene wer, i. e. menu air) as he ſup+ 
poſes, it was probably next in eſteem to etmin. See the ſtatut 
37 E. III. c. 10and 12. One of Wolſey's ordinances for the 1 re- 
formation er the Auguſtinian monka in 181 gis directed againſt 
the foppery here deſcribed; . In manicis ſub nullo modo fur · 
te ruris utantur aut pollibus, niſi prout iis permiſſum eſt — 7 
** tutis Denedictinis.“ Morag. v. ii. p. 367. | &s 


v. 203. His boctes ſeuple],"This is part of the deſcription of a 


1⁰ THE-PROLOGUE: 


He was not pale as a ſorpined goſt; -- 


205 


A fat ſwan loved be beſt of any roſt: W e 


His palfrey was as hroune as is a ber. 


A Frere ther was, a wanton and a mery, 14 


A limitour, a ful folempne man: 

In all the ordres foure is non that can 
8o moche of daliance and fayre langage. 
He hadde ymade ful many a mariage 
Of yonge wimmen at his owen coſt; +. 
Until his ordre he was a noble poſt. 

Ful wel beloved and familicr was he 


With frankeleins over all in his contre, 
And eke with worthy wimmen of the Toun, 


For he had power of confeſſion, 


Ul 


As ſaide himfelfe, more than a curat 


For of his ordre he was a licenciat. 

Ful ſwetely herde he confeſſion, 

And plefant was his abſolution. 

He was an eſy man to give penance 
Ther as he wiſte to han a good pitance, 
For unto a poure ordre for to give 

Is figne that a man is wel yſhrive; 

For if he gave he dorſte make avant 

He wiſte that a man was repentant ; 
For many a man fo hard is of his herte 

He may not wepe although him fore ſmerte ; ; 


229 


225 


230 


ſmart abbot. by en anonympys writer of the 12th century ; 
*© Ocreas habebat in cruribus, quaſi innatze eſſent, fine plica 


potrectas.“ 9 James, u. 6, p. 121. 


F 


THE PROLOGUE; 4 
Therfore in ſtede of weping and pratere: 


Men mote give ſilver to the poure — 9 
His tippet was ay farſedfal'of knives 
And pinnes for to given fayre wives: het 109 


And certainly he hadde a mery note; 233 
Wel coude he ſinge and plaien on a rot. T4. - 
Of yeddinges he bare utterly theprisz”* 07 207 04 
His nekke was white as the flour de lis; ENTEDDYP UL 
Therto he ſtrong was as a championn, 

And knew wel the tavernes in every toun, 40 


1 
* 


And every hoſteler and gay tapſtere, | . 
Better than a lagar' or a beggero; l \ 
For unto fw iche a worthy man as * n 
Accordeth nought as by his faculte. | 

To haven with ſike lazars acquaintance? gi 2456 


It is not honeſt, it may not avance, 

As for to delen wich no ſwiche pouraille, 

But all with riche and ſellers of vitaille. 8 
And over all, ther as profit uld ariſe 


Curteis he was, and lowly of ſerviſe: 1 4 .oo: 00 

Ther n' as no man no wher ſo vertuous; e 

He was the beſte begger in all his house, | VI 
. 233 farſed] Stuffed, from the Fr. farcir, 7 


v. 237. Of yeddinges] This word, beep aietudfarfined; hed 
been changed in ſome copies into ridinges and weddiuges. It 
probably means a kind of ſong, from the gax. geddian or gids» 
alan, to ſing, See the Saxon Boetbius, caps i; l. ult. where the 
words thus /ingende cuætb, are rendered inthe poctical verſion, | | 
p. 152, gyd:lode thus. Ser more ERC II Saxon Dick. 
The Saxon x, paſſes frequently into x7 | 


22 THE PROLOGUE. 

And gave a gertaine ferme for the grant 
Non of his hretheren came in his haunt : - 
For though wide hadde but > h 
(So pleſant was his Ia principis} oo 
| eee eee 1195 h. 
His pourchas vas wel better than his rent: 
ee e e eee 5430 
— .. „A6 


2 1 i? 


* 4 


F. 256. In principio] This 88 Is 3 n to 
refer to the beginning of St. John's Goſpel; it may alſo refer. 
to the beginning of:Genefis. In an old French romance, H- 

Foire des trois Maries, it ſeems to ſignify ſome. paſiage in the 
concluſion of the mats. Acad. des Inſ. t. xiii. p. 5213 
Moult aiſe ſui quant audio . Y 
Le Prefre dite in principis, Ss. 

0 Car la Meſſe fi eſt nee. i * 

It is not very material in which of theſe ſenſes it is underſtood 
either here or in ver. 15 169. 
F. 258. As dee ear, c.] From the Rom. de Ia m__ 

12288; 


Micux vault mon pourchas que ma rente. 

See R. R. 6838. | 

F- 260. In lovedayes] A day appointed for the amicadble 
* * of differences was called a Lovr · day. Bracten, |. v. 

fol. 369, * ſi ante judicium caplatur dies amores. Rat. Parl. 

13 H. IV. n. 13, * agayn the fourme of a love-day taken by» 
« twen the ſame parties.“ The gloſſary calls them, improper- 
ly, Meetings for pleaſure and diverſion. They were meetings 
for bufineſs, though it is probable that the buſineſs when finiſh- 
ed was uſually followed dy a treat given to the arbitrators, c. 
Sec the Par. Roll. quoted above. In P. P. fol. xxvii, Sloth in 
the character of a prieſt ſays, 


I enn holde lovedayes, and here a reve's rekenynge, 
And in cannon or in decretals I cannot read alync. - 


THE PROEOOURT | 


For ther was he nat Hke a cloiſterer̃m̃ 
With thredbare cope} — Aid 21 
But he was like a maiſter or a pop: 
Of double worſted was his ſemi cop 
That round was as a belle out of the preſſe. 
Som what he liſped for his wantounneſſe 
To make his Engliſh ſwete upon his ton ge 
And in his harping, whan that he hadde ſonge, 
His eyen twinkeled in his hed aright” > 50 +1 79 
As don the ſterres in a froſty nig. 125256 
This worthy limitour was ctepe&Huherd;” 1 207 
A Marchant was ther with Wy ne eee ioow'F 
In mottelee, and highe on hors he fa, — 
And on his hed 4 Hlaundriſhi bever hate est ALT 
His bootes clapſed fayre and fetiſſj jj 
His reſons ſpake he ful ſolemp nel: 
Souning alway the encreſe of his Winning: a | 
He wold the ſee were kept for any thing 
Betwixen Middelburgh and Orwell. 
Wel coud he in eſchanges ſheldes ſelle. 480 
This worthy man ful wel his wit beſette; ö 
Ther wiſte no wight that he was in dette, e 
So ſtedefaſtly didde he his governance l 
With his bargeiness and with his cheviſance, i 


v. 278. the ſee were terry f e. are "The ola tivray ot 
tonnage and poundage was given to the king“ 0 . la faut- 


7 


— 


garde et cuſtodie del mer,” 12 Edw. IV. c. 3. 


* £ 
9 : g . \ x 


Ful thredbare was his overeſt courtepy, 


But all that he might aof his frendes dente 


in all which inſtances (and many others) the e ſeminine is to be 


For ſothe he was a worthy man withalle, _ 
But oh to fn I've ho men his cl. 

| pn 4a 

That unto logike hadde long ygo. - 

As lene was his hors as ig a rake, 
r eee ge 
But loked hol we, and therto ſoberly.. 8 ; 


For he hadde geten him yet no benefice, -  - 

Ne was nought worldly to have an oſſic ec; 
For him was lever han at his beddes hed 295 
. 

Of Ariſtotle and his philoſophie 

Then robes riche; or deve late: 14 

But all be that he was a philoſophre 1 44 
Yet hadde he but litel gold in cofre,  - — 3co 


On bokes and etblerningihe it pen. 2 blow El 
And befily gan for the foules praie 
Of hem that yave him wherwith to ſeolaie... 


v. 292. dis u courtepy] His uppermoſt ſhort cloke. of 

coarſe cloth. dee yer« 6964, and P. F. fol. 33, b. I. II. 
And kyt her copes, and courtepies hem made. 

— $9 nr penula co- 
adiles, ex willis crafforibus. Kilian in vv. ;f 

. 300. Tet badde be] reer i 
diſfyllable, the h in he being conſidered as a conſonant: fo be- 
low, ver. 388. See alſo ver. 9859. 11784, 11805, 12532. 12834. 


pronounced beſbre h;. 
F. 304. to colaie] Ta attend ſchool, from the old Fr. verb 
eſcoleier, It is uſed in the ſame ſenſe by Lydgate, Traged. fol, 


THE PROLOGUE: 25 


Of ſtudie toke he moſte cure and hede: ei 10 305 

Not a word ſpake he more than was nede/, 

And that was ſaid in forme and reverence, - 

And ſhort and quike, and full of high ſentence: | 

Souning in moral vertue was his ſpeche, = _ 

And gladly wralde he lerne and gladly teche, 310 
A Sergeant of the Laxve ware and wiſe, 

That often hadde-yben at the paruis, 

Ther was alfo, ful riche of excellenceg - 

Diſcrete he was, and of gret reverence; | | 

He ſemed ſwiche, his wordes were ſo wiſe: 315 

Juſtice he was ful oſten iu aſſiſe eie b 

By patent and by pleine commiſſioun: 

For his ſcience and for his high renoun 

Of fees and robes had he many on: 

So grete a pourchaſbur was no wher non: 320 

All was fee ſimple to him in effect, , 


on r e peer Winona 


99. So Chaucer uſes to werreie, ver. 10324, 14339, and to 
fefteye, ver. 10659, from guerroier and feffoier. 

v. 307. in forme and reverence) With propriety and mode- 
Ry. In the next line “ ful of high ſentence” means only, I ap- 
prehend, full of high or excellent ſenſe. —Mr. Warton will 
excuſe me for ſuggeſting theſe explanations of this paſſage in 
lieu of thoſe which he has given in his Hif. of Eng. Po. p. 451. 
The credit of good letters is concerned that Chaucer thuuld 
not be ſuppoſed to have made a pedantick formality and a 
preciſe ſententious ſtyle on all ſubjects the charaQerifticks of 

a ſcholar, 

N. 322. in ſuſpe?}] In ſuſpicion, See ver. 8781, 12197, | 
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THE PROLOGUE, 
; * 


No wher ſo beſy a man as he ther nas, M 
And yet he ſemed beſier than he wass. 
In termes hadde he cas and domes alle 3325 
That fro the time of King Will. weren falle; A 
Therto he coude endite and make a thing; N 
Ther coude no wight pinche at his writing; 
And every ſtatute coude he plaine by rote. | 
He rode but homely in a medlee cote 330 
Girt with a ſeint of ſilk with barres ſmale. FT 
Of his array tell 4 no lenger tale. 

A Frantelein was in this compagnic; 
White was his berd as is the dayefie: © 


F. 331. a ſeint of filkevith barres ſmale] It appears from out 
Author's tranilation of K. R. ver. 1103, that barres were call - 
cd cloux in French, and were an uſual ornament ofa girdle. See 
Mr. Warton's Hif. p. 377, 426. Catus in Latin, from whence 
the Fr. cloux is derived, ſeems to have ſigniſicd not only an 
outward border, but aiſo what we call a firipe. Mountfaucon, 
t. iii. P. i. ch. vi. A bar in heraldry is a narrow ftripe or faſcia. 
Du Cangein v. ac, quotes the Statut. Audegav. an. 1423, 
in which the clergy, and eſpecially the regulars, are forbid to 
wear $0145 aur ClaTaAs. 

v. 333. 4 Frankelcin) Forteſcue rue L. L. Ang. c. 29, ] de- 
ſcribes a Franklain to bea Tarer familias ———magnis ditatus 
7+ R:Nionibus. He is clafied wich (but after) the mile; and armi- 
£:7, and is dittinguithed ſrom the {ibere tenentes and waledi, 
t2uugh as it thould ſeem the only real dittintion between him 
and other-freebolders conũiſted in the largeneſs of his eſtate, 

Spelman, in v. Franteicin, quotes the following paſſage from 
"rrivet's Fr. Chronicle, LN. Bibl. k. S. n. 56,] Thomas de 
„ Brotherton {flius Edwardi I. Mareſchallus Anglia) apres la 
s IT ſon pere eſpoſa la fille de un Francheleyn apelee Alice.“ 

"he hiftorian did nat think it worth his while even to mention 
= name ot the © rankelein. 


[5 
5 
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Tux PROLOGUE: 27 


Of his complexion he was ſanguin; 335 
Wel loved he by the morwe a ſopin win 
To liven in delit-was ever his wone, 

For he was Epicures owen ſone, 

That held opinion that plein delit | 

Was veraily felicite parkte. off gm 1120 8 
An houſholder and that a grete was hes: | 
Seint Julian he was in his contree. 

His brede, his ale, was alway after on; 

A better envyned man was.no wher non. 
Withouten bake mete never was his hous 345 
Of fiſh and fleſh, and that ſo plenteous 

It ſnewed in his hous of mete and drinke 

Of alle deintees that men coud of thinke. 
After the ſondry ſeſons of the yere | 
So changed he his mete and his ſoupere. W 
Ful many a fat partrich hadde he in mewe, 

And many a breme and many a luce in ewe. 


F. 342. Seint Julian] was eminent for providing his ente 
with good lodgings and accomodations of all forts. lu the title 
of his legende, {m/. Bod. 1596, f. 4,] he W r 66 Ns. Jon, 
the gode herberjour : it ends thus; 

Therfore yet to this day thei that over lond wende 

Thei diddeth Seint Julian anon that goat herborw he hem ſende, 

And Scint Julianes pater- noller ofte ſeggeth alſo, 

For his fader ſoule and his moderes, that he hem bring thereto. 
Of the virtue of St. Julian's pater- -nofter ſee The Decam. d. U. 
N. 2+ 

v. 344- envoyned] Stored with wine. Cutgrave has preſerved 
the Fr. word en din in the fame ſenſe. This is the reading of 
mg. Aft. 1, 2, and others. The common editions read wiendtid.' 


Cij 
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28 THE PROLOGUE. 


Wo was his coke but if his fauce Were 
Poinant andfharpe, and redy all his gere. - - 
His table dormant in his halle alway! 3335 


Stode redy covered alle the longe day 
At ſeſſions ther was he lord and ſire; 

Ful often time he was knight of the ſnire. 

An anelace and agipciere all of filk © 1 + 

Heng at his e white as morwe ik. 2360 


— . 
"+ TY 6 1 » 124 


F. 357. At H ee the peace. Tue juſtices, 
by the ſtat. 34 Ed. III. c. 1, were ta be in each county, “ un 
6 Seigneur et aveſque lui trois ou quatre des meultz vauez du 
* countee, enſemlement ove aſcuns ſages de la ley.“ A weal- 
thy frankelein might perhaps be commiſioneg under this de- 
ſcription; but I know not how he could be a knight of the 
ſhire, as they by 46 Edw. III. were to be chalert er'Serjants 
des meulx vaues du pais; unleſs we ſuppoſe either that the rank 
ef Serjant (Eſquire, was as undefined. as it is now, or that his 
office at Jultice made him an Eſquire within the meaning of 
the act. 

V. 359. An anelace] Sec the Gef: %% 1 Paris 333 | 
It was a kind of knife or dagger uſualiy worn at the girdle. In 
that paſſage. of M. Paris, p. 342, where Petrus de Rivallis is 
mentioned as geſtans anelacium ad lambare, quod clericum 
non deccbat,” it may be doubt d whether the wearing of an 
anelace ſimply, or the wearing af it at the girdle, was an inde- 
cent thing in a clerk. The five city-mechanicks, a few lines 
below, are deſcribed as wearing knives, and probably at their 
girdles, (fee ver. 370, though the latter circumſtance is not 
clearly expreſſed. In the picture of Chaucer which is inferted 
in ſome coplcs of Occleve's bock De Kegimine Principis he is 
repreſerted with a knife hanging from a button upon 115 breaſt. 
See mp. Harl. 4566, Cotton, Ot ha, A. xviii. 

v. 389. a girciert] Fr. gibeciere, a purſe. Tho mechanics 
ver. 370, have alia their pouches, 4 2 


"HP, 
* \ 


THE PROLOGUE. 29 


A ſhereve hadde he ben and a countour; 
Was no wher ſwiche a worthy. vavaſour. 


An Haberdaſber, and a Carpenter, 
A Webbe, a Deyer, and a Tapiſer, n= raphy 
Were alle yclothed in o livere oe. 1. 


Of a ſolempne and grete fraternite. . 

Ful freſhe and newe hir gere ypiked was; 

Hir knives were ychaped hot with bras, 

But all with ſilver wrought ful clene and wel, 
Hir girdeles and hir pouches every del? 370 
Wel ſemed cche of hem a fayre burgeis 1 
To ſitten in a gild halle on the deis: 


F. 361. a contour] This word has been changed in ed. Urr. 
(upon what authority I know not) to coroner. The mil, all read 
countour or comptour. At the ſame time it is not eaſy to ſay 
what office is meant. I have a notion that the foreman of the 
inqueſt in the Hundred-court was called a Cottiz?our ; but the 
law-gloffaries do not take notice ofany ſuch ſenſe of the word, 
and I cannot at preſent produce any thing ſtronger in ſupport 
of it than the following paſſage of R. G. p. 5 83 ſpeaking of an 
Hundred court ſummoned by the Conſtable” of Glouceſter 
CaRtte, he ſays tliat Sas das 

He hald this Hundred mid gret- fol and honour, © 

And Adam of Arderne was is This] chef Coimtony, 
Though this may poſſibly mean that Adam acted as accompt · 
ant or ſteward of the court. f e 
V. 262. vavaſour} The precife import of this wards often 
as obſcure as its original. See Du Cange in v. Inthis place it 
ſhe uld perhaps be underſtoud to mean the whole clais of mid- 
ang Ho IA TIT 
F. 372. on the der] This wort decurs fo frequently-in our 
old authors that it may be worth the while toendeavour'ts 
give a more ſatis factory explanation of it than is to be found 
in the gloſſaries. I apprehend that it originatly fignttied/the 

C1y | 
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30 THE PROLOGUE. 


Everich for the wiſdom that he can 
Was ſhapelich for to den an alderman. TI 


wooden floor CH at, Fr. = aſſibus, Lat.] Jha laid at the 
upper end of the hall, as we ſtill ſee it in college - halls. c. That 
part of the room therefore which was floored with planks was 
called the dais, {the reſt being either the bare ground or at beſt 
paved with lone) and being raiſeu above the ſevel of the other 
parts it was often called the high dais; In royal halls there were 
mored2isthanone,cachofthemprobably raiſed above theother 
ö by one ot mot ſteps, and that where the king ſat was called 
the bigbeft dais. At a dinner which Charles v. of France yave 
to the Emperour Charles IV. in 1377, Chyittine de Piſan ſays, 
1 CH. de Cb. V. P. iii. c. 33) *cing dois {dats} avoit en la ſalo 
* plains de Princes et de Barons, et autres tables par · tout. 
© et eficicnt les deux grant daſt et les drecouers fais de bar - 
« rieres a l environ As the principal cable was always placed 
| upon a dais, it began very ſoon by a natural abuſe of words 
to be called itſeiſ adais, my people were ſaid to fit at the dais, 
| inſtead of at the table upon the dais. It was ſo in the time of 
3 M. Paris, Vit. Abb. p-. 1070, *' Friore praudente ad wagnam 
whoſe autho- 
- rity ſeems = have led later antiquaries to interpret dais a ca- 
nN. has evidently confounded deis with ders. Ders and der- 
feiet(from dum, as heobſerves) meant properly the hangings 
at the back of the company, ¶ Du Cange, v. Dor ile, j but as the 
ſ»me hangings were often drawn over fo as to form a kind of 
Canopy over their heads the hate was called a ders. Chriftine, 
p. ii. c. 41, Sus chaſcun des trois [the Emperour and the 
Kings of France and Bohemia] avoit un ciel, dutincte Pun de 
« autre, de drap d'or à fleurs de lis; et pardeſſus ces trois en 
« 2yoit un grant, qui couvroit tout au long de [a table, et tout 
* derricre tux pendoit et cltoit de drap d'or.” This laſt ciel or 
canopy © which covered the whole length of the table, and 
*- hung down behind the company,” was a ders. That it was 
quite a different thing from a deis are from what follows; 
„ APcutre dos [dals] auplus pres,“ ſhe ſays ©* ſeoit---le Daul- 
* phinand ochers. Et ſus ic chief du Daulphin ayoit un ciel, 
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THE PROLOGUE; 31 


For 1 hadden they ynough and rent, 375 
And eke hir wives wolde it wel aſſent : 


And elles certainly they were to blame: 

It is ful fayre to ben yeleped Madame, N 

And for to gon to vigiles all before, 

8 And have a mantel reallieh ybor eee. 380 
A Code they hadden with hem for the nones, 

To boile the chikenes and the marie e 5 


. 


4 abs un autre e toute a table n 2 
here plainly means a table. The Dauphin fat at the ſecond; 
table, and had a canopy over his own head, and another whiety 
covered tlie whole tabie. In ſhort, one of Menage's Own Citan, 
tions, it properly corrected. will fully ettablith the ditt inc: fen- 
. Ns of theſe two words. Cercinen. de Godefroy, p. 338. Le 
* Roy ſe vint mettre a table ſur wi hau ders (read dis] ſaſt et 
0 -prEpare en la grande ſalle du logis Archiepiſcopal, ſous un 
grand ders, le fond du quel eſtdĩt tout d'or.“ He has another 
citation from Martene, de Mon. Rit. Li. g. xi. p. 109, in which 
he himſelf allows that daſum (the ſame as dais) mutt ſignity: 
un rale, a raiſed ſlodr. It appears from the. ſame citation 
that the aſcent to the dam was by mure tteps than one. 
Scc below, ver. 2202, 9585, 10373, and Gawer, Canfe A. 
fol. 155. a. Sittende upon the hie leis. 

V. 381. for the none] That is, as 1 conceive, for the aceg= 
ion. "This phraſe, which was very frequently though not al- 
© ways very precifely uſed by our old writers, 1 ſuppoſe to 
* hzve been originally a corruption of corrupt Latin. From 


ro- nunc I ſuppoſe came „or the numc, and ſo for the nonce, 


<« ;uft as from ad-menc came a- non. The Spaniſh entonces has 
© een formed in the ſame manner from in-tunc. A have 
repeated this note from the latt edit. of Shakeſpeare, vol. V+ p- 

zo, as I have not ſound any raagrto alter my opinion with 


reipeR to the original of this phraſe. I ill add here a liſt of | 


teveral patſages in thee Tales in which it is uſed in the fame | 
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32 THE rotor 


And poudre marchant, tart and galingale. 

Wel coude he 999 

He coude roſte, and ſethe, and broile, and frie, ls 
Maken mortreyes, and wel bake a pfiqmqm 
But gret harm was it, as it thoughte me, |  -/. 
That on his ſhinne a mormal hadde he. A. 


ſenſe. See ver. $15, $47, 3469, 13948; 15339- See alſo R. 0. 


p. 285, 
And he Hadde vor the nones tweye ſuerdes by bys 114. 

V. 383. And poudre marcbaut] What kind of ingredient this 
was I cannot tell. Cotgrave mentions a pouldre blanche and 4 
gouldre de duc, which ſeem both to have been uſed in cookery. 
I muſt take notice that the epithet tart, in moſt of the mf. is 
annexed to poudre marchant, and I rather with I had left it 
there, as for any thing that L know it may e ee 
galingale, 

F. 384. London ale] Whether this was a different fort of ale 
Ki that of the provinces or only better made i know not, 
but it appears to have been in requeſt above a century aſter 
Chaucer. In the account of the feaſt of Archbithop Warham in 
1504 are the following articles. Zel. Collect. App. P. ii. p. 30. 

De cerviſa Londini iii dol. — — vi. li. 

De cerviſa Cant. vi. dol. prec. dol. xxv s. is 

De cerviſa Ang. Bere xx. dol. prec. dol. xxlii 8 iv A 
80 ur London 5 was — 25 priced than Kentiſh by 5 s. a 
barrel. f 

F. 386. eee e eee in his War. Nit. i. 
48, ſpeaks of * a mortfteſs made with the 'brawn of capons 


ſtamped and ſtrained.“ He joins it with the cullice (coufis ) of 


cocks. It ſeems to have been a rich broth or ſoup, in the pri - 


parat ion of which the fleth was ſtamped or beat in a mortar, 


frem whenee it probably derived its name, une mortreuſv, tho? 
I cannot ſay that I have ever met with the French word. 

+: 388. a mormal] A cancer cr pangrene; ſo ꝛhe Gloſſ. and 
I believe Chaucer meant nomore, by his confining the diſeaſe 
to the thin. The original word, MAalum mortuiun, Lat. Maux- 


THE PROLOGUE, 33 


For blanc manger that made he with the heſt: 
A Shipman was ther woned fer by weſt; 390 
For ought þ wote he was of Dertemoutn:: 
He rode upon a rouncie, as he c,,“ . 
All in a goune of falding to the knee. rs hu 
A dagger hanging by à las halide hee 1 Y ind eil 
About his nekke under his arm aden: 1 395 
The hote ſommer Hadde made his hewe al brüum : 
And certainly he was a good felawy lon Ho 
Ful many a draught'of win he hadde un 4 
From Burdeux ward while that the chagieiior PR 
Of nice conſcience toke he no kepe. 400 
If that he ſaught and hade the higher hand 
By water he ſent hem home to every lane. 
But oſ his craft to reken wel his tides, | 
His ſtremes and his ſtrandes him beſides, 2 
His herber we, his mone, and his lodemanage, 405 
Ther was non ane —— Hull unto d- 


* 4 4 { Pl 


mort, Fr, ſeems to have Fignified a kind of dead pally, 210 
took away entirely the uie of the legs and teet. Du Cange in v. 
Malum martuu m. Jonſon, id jm;tation of this paſſage,, bas © 
ſcribed a cook with an ald mortmal on his thin.” dad 
Shepherd, A. ii. S. 6. 

N. 393. Ml in a goure of fad! 781 T have added o/! for the 
ſake ofthe verſe, but perhaps unneceſſarily, as ſome ofthe mil. | 
read 

In a goune of falding unto the knee. 
The reader has been forewarned [AJay e. p. Rey that Chau- 
cer is not alu ays correct in the difpotirion- of his accents: 

. 400. Of nice conſe II. e informs us e 


| THE PROLOGUE; 


Hardy he was, and wiſe, I undertake; --- +: 
With many a tempeſt hadde his berd be ſhake: / 
He knew wel alle the havens as they were 
Fro Gotland to the Cape'de Finiſtere, 410 
And every creke in Bretagne and in Spaine: 
His barge ycleped was the Magdelaine. 
With us ther was a Dodour Pbhiſile: N 
In all this world ne was ther non him like 
To ſpeke oſ phiſike and of ſurgerie, aig zun HIS 
For he was grounded in aſtronom ie. 
He kept his patient a ſul gret del 
Im houres by his magike naturel: 
Wel coude he fortunen the aſcendent 12 
Of his images for his patient. 441720 


was the old French word for niais, one one of Al ſynonymes of 
Sor. Apol. Herod. I. i. c. 4. Our Author uſes it elſewhere in its 
Original ſenſe for fooli/h, ver. 6520 ; 
But ſay that we ben wiſe, and nothing nice. run inn 4h 
F. 405. His berbereve, bis mone] In ver. 11347 he uſes her- 
berwe for the place of the ſun, which perhaps it may ſignify 
here. Lodemanage ſeems to be formed (as the gloſſ. obſerves) 
by adding a French termination to the Sax. {adman, a guide or 
pilot. It would have been more Engliſn to have ſaid lodeman- 
ſhip, as ſeamanſhip, horſemariſhip, Dc. From the fame pro- 
perty of leading the north-ftar, in ver. 2061, is called the ſede- 
ferre ; and hence alſo our name of toadftone for the magnet. 
V. 418. by his magike naturel] The Tame practices are allud- 
ed to in H. F. iii. 175; 
And clerkes cke, which conne wel 
All this magyke naturel, EIT: 
That craftely do her ententes | 
To maken in certayne aſcendentes 
Ymages, lo! through which magyke 
To maken a man ben hole or ſeke. 


THE PROLOGUE. 3s 


He knew the cauſe of every maladie, 
Were it of cold, or hote, or moiſt, or dri, 
And wher engendred, and of what humour: 
He was a veray parſite practifour. . 
The cauſe yknowe, and of his harm the rote, * 425 
Anon he gave to the ſike man his bote. a 


Ful redy hadde he his apothecaries 


To ſend lum dragges and his lettuaries, 2211 
For eche of hem made other for to winne 
Hir frendſhip n' as not newe to beginne. 436 
Wel knew he the old Eſculapius, 1 te of 
And Dioſcorides and eke Rufus, i 
Old Hippocras, Hali, and Gallien, 

Scrapion, Raſis, and Avicen, Ol} 1664 
Averrois, Damaſcene, and Conſtantin, ' | 4335 


Bernard, and Gatiſden, and Gilbertmn. 
Of his diete meſurable was he, T 


For it was of no ſuperfluitee, | 
But of gret nouriſhing, and digeſtiblee 
His ſtudie was but litel on the Bible. 440 


F. 433. Old Hippocras) Whoever is curious to know more of 
the phyſicians mentioned in this catalogue may conſult the Ac» 
count of Authors, Fs. in ed. Urr. Fabric. Bibl. Med. At, 
—and the Flench. Medicor. Fer. ap. eund. Bibl. Gr. t. xiii. 1 
ſhall only obſerve that the names of Hippocras or Ypocras, and 
Gallien, were uſed, even by the Latin writers of the middle ages, 
for Hippocrates and Galen. See the inſcriptions in _ Romy 
at St. Albans, Monaft. t. i. p. 184; 1 

Magnus eram medicus, Hypoeras ſum nomine dittus, n 
Alter et egregius vocitatus eram Galienus. + 43 


dee below, ver. 12240. 


36 Tur PROLOGUE, 


in ſanguin and in petſe he elad 3 175 
Lined with taffata and with fendalle. 10 „ % 


And yet he was but eſy of diſpence; Ane b fs 
He kepte that he at, <a v 8 r vÞ4 
For gold in phifike is a curdial, 445 
Therfore he laved guldinſpatial,.. 2042. 
A good if was ther of beſide Baile, | 


But ſhe was ſom det defe. and that | mpeg ba 
Of cloth making ſhe hadde ſwiche an hgaaunt 
She paſſed hem of-Iptewand-of Gaunt. 430 
In all the pariſh wif. ne was ther aon 
Thar to the offring before hire ſhulde gon, 
And if ther did, certain ſo wroth was ſhe 
That ſhe was out of alle charitee. Nas 
Hire coverchieſs weren ful fine of wounds . | 455 
I dorſte ſwere they weyeden a-pound | = 
That on the Sonday were upon hire hede 2 | 
Hire hoſen weren of fing-ſcaplet rede, 
Ful ftreite yteyedi and ſhoon ful moiſt 10 newe: 
Bold was hire face, and fayre and rede of hew. 460 
She was a worthy woman all hire live; 
Houſbondes at the chirche dore had ſhe had ies 
Withouten other compagnie in youthe, 
Boe therof nedeth not to ſpeke as nouthe; 

1 849. Moift 3 Moiſt is here uſed in a pecullar ſenſe, as 
derived from muſ eu; fur according to Nonius, 2, 518, Mu- 
« tum non ſolum vinum, verum etiam novellum quiquid cit, 


« recte dicitur.” So in ver. 17009 moiſty ale is oppoſed to old. 
v. 464. as noui he] Te uſe of nouthe for now, in this place, 


T 


THE PROLOGUE, 


And thries hadde ſhe ben at Jeruſaleme; 


She hadde paſſed many a ſtrange ſtreme: 
At Rome ſhe hadde ben, and at Boloine, 
In Galice at Seint James, and at Coloine: 


She coude moche of wandring by the way; | 
470 


Gat-tothed was ſhe, ſothly for to ſay: ' 
Upon an ambler efily ſhe ſat, 
Ywimpled wel, and on hire hede an hat 
As brode as is a bokeler or a targe, 
A ſote mantel about hire hippes large, 
And on hire fete a pair of ſporres ſharpe. 


Of remedies of love ſhe knew parchance, 

For of that arte ſhe coude the olde dance. 
A good man ther was of religioun 

That was a poure Perſone of a toun, 


But riche he was of holy thought and werk; 
He was alſo a lerned man, a Clerk, | 


That Criſtes goſpel trewely wolde preche; 


His pariſhens devoutly wolde he teche; 


Benigne he was, and wonder diligent, | 
And in adverſite ful patient, 


has ſo much the appearance of a botch, that it may be proper 


In felawſkip wel coude.ſhe laughe and carpe 


480 


Wy 


. 


to obſerve that the word was in uſe before Chaucer times 
SeeR. G. p. 455» 8. In the latter inftance it is in the middle of 


the verſe. - 


v. 470. Gat-tothed] Whether we read thus, with the gene- 
rality of the mff. or cat · tothed, with my. Afe. 1, 2, or gap totbed, 


with ed. Urr. Iconfels myſelf equally unable to explain what. | 
is meant by this circumſtance of deſcription. The Wiſe uſes _e 


phraſe when ſpeaking of herſelf in ver. 6185. 
Falume II. D 


33 THE PROLOGUE-: 


And ſwiche he was ypreved often ſithes; 

Ful loth were him to curſen for his 8 

But rather wolde he yeven out of doute 

Unto his poure pariſhens aboute 

Of his offring. and cke of his ſubſtance; 

He coude in lite] thing have ſuſſiſance: 

Wide was his pariſh, and houſes fer aſonder, 
But he ne left nought for no rain ne thonder, 
In ſikeneſſe and in miſchief to viſite 
The ferreſt in his pariſh moche and lite 
Upon his fete, and in his hand a ſtaſ: 

This noble enſample to his ſhepe he yaf, 
That firſt he wrought and afterward he taught, 
Out of the goſpel he the wordes caught, 

And this figure he added yet therto 


For if a preeſt be foule on whom we truſt 
No wonder is a lewed man toruſt; . 
And ſhame it is if that a preeſt take kepe 
To ſee a ſhitten ſhepherd and clene ſhepe: 
Wel ought a preeſt enſample for to eve 
By his cleneneſſe how his ſhepe ſhulde live. 
He ſette not his benefice to hire, 
And lette his ſhepe acombred in the mize, 
And ran unto London unto Seint Poules 
To ſeken him a chanterie for ſoules, 
Or with a brotherhede to be withold, | 
But dwelt at home and kepte wel his fold, 


y 


That if gold ruſte what ſhuld iren do? FE 


499 


495 


500 


304 


5¹⁰ 


nr PROLOGUE. 3 
80 that the wolf ne made it not miſcarie: 3156 
He was a ſhepherd and no mercenari qm 
And though he holy were and vertuous 
He was to ſinful men not diſpitu s,. 
Ne of his ſpeche dangerous ne dige, Wong Fo 
But in his teching diſerete and benigne. 320 
To drawen folk o heven with faireneſſe, j 
By good enſample, was his beſineſſe,; 
But it were any perſuue obſtina t. 
"What ſo he were of highe or lo vſtat, | 
Him wolde he ſnibben fharply for the nones: 525 
A better preeſt Ftrowe that no Wher non is, 
He waited after nd pompe ne reverence, - 4 
Ne maked him n ſpiced conſcien ge 1 1 7 
But Criſtes tore, and his apoſtles te 
He taught, but firſt he folwed it himſelve. 5 30 
With him ther wis a Plowomuti, was att” 
That hadde ylaid of dong ful many a fother; 
A trewe ſw inker and a good was he, $2-5408 1 
Living in pees and parte charittee: 
God loved he beſte with alle his herte 335 
At alle times, were i gain or ſmerteg 
And that his neighebour right as hunſclve.. 
He wolde threſn, and therto dike and deve, 4 
For Criſtes ſake, for every. poure Wight 
Withouten hire, if it lay in his might. Bagh) $40 
F. 523. ſpiced conſeience] Thisphrate 5 
dut I do not underſtand it. 5 


Dy 


40 TAE PROLOGUE. 


His tithes paied he ful fayre and wel 
Both of his propre ſwinke and his catel. 
In a tabard he rode upon a mere. { 
Ther was alſo a Reve, and a Millere, 
A Sompnour, and a Pardoner alſo, WEST? 0 
A Manciple, and myſelf; ther n'ere no mo. 
The Miller was a ſtout carl for the nones, 
Ful bigge he was of braun and eke of bones, 
That proved wel, for over all ther he came, 
At wraſtling he wold bere away the ram. $550 
He was ſhort ſhuldered, brode, a thikke gnarre, 
Ther n'as no dore that he n'olde heve of barre 
Or breke it at a renning with his hede ; 
His berd as any ſowe or fox was rede, 
And therto brode as though it were a ſpade. 555 
Upon the cop right of his noſe he hade 5 2 
A wert, and theron ſtode a tufte of heres 
Rede as the briſtles of a ſowes eres: 
His noſe-thirles blacke were and wide : 
A ſwerd and bokeler bare he by his ſide: 560 
His mouth as wide was as a forneis: 
He was a jangler and a Goliardeis, 

V. 550. the ram] This was the uſual prize at wreſtling- 
matches. See below, ver. 13671, and Gamelyn, ver. 343, 555. 
M. Paris mentions a wreftling-match at Weſtminſter in the 
year 1222, at which a ram was the prize, p. 265. 

F. $62. a Goliardeis) Un Goliardois, Fr. Goliardus, or Goli- 
ardenjis, Lat. This jovial ſeQ ſeems to have been ſo called from 


Gdlias, the real ot aſſumed name of a man of wit toward the end 
of the 12thcentury, who wrote the Apocalypfis Golie and other 


\ 


THE rette ce &L 


And that was moſt of finne and harlotries: 

Wel coude he ſielen eorife' . 

And yet he had tho of gold parde: 365 

A white cote and a 'blew hode wered hen tem. 

A baggepipe wel eoude he blowe tii#foune, | | 

And therwithall he brought us ont of toute] 4 

A gentil Mancipi7 was ther of d temple, 

Of which achatours mighten take ene 

For to ben wiſe in bying of vitailte, 7 © YN F — 

For whether that he'piide or toke by taſte 

Algate he waited ſo in his achate wil of) 

S oeeh. apr, ord rene a zol ald big 
” Lt Fel? es 2 {ff 


pieces in tm Latin e th of which: have been 
falſely attributed to Walter Map. Sce Tawner”s Bibl. Brit. in v. 
Galias, and Du Cange in v. Goliardus. "There is a poem by one 
of this ſect in m. Bod. 3369, Fames, 32, which lscntitled pia 
cujuſdam Goliardi Antlici, and begins 1 


Omnibus in Gallia, Anglus Goliardus, 
Obediens et humilis, frater non baftardus, 


Goliæ diſcipulus, dobens quod tam tardus, 
Mandat ſalutem fratribus, nomine Richardus, ” 


The laſt ſtanza is this; Fk 
* of ! % as © 4 
Summa fatas omnium, filivs mw,” 77 57 HIVT 1919 
Paſcat, potet, veillat puervs-Golig, ,-,* 0 | 
Et conſervet ſocivs ſanctæ coafrarie _ 1 a 8 
Ad dies uſque ultimos Eunchet Hy. 4 


In ſeveral authors of the r2th century, 5 771 Du Cange, 
the Galiardi are claſſed with the joculatores et buFones. 

v. 565. a thomb- of gold] If the allufion be, as is mot pro- 
bable, to the old proverb, © Every honeſt millet has a thumb 
of gold,” this paſſage may mean that our Miſter, notwith+ 
ſtanding his thefts, was an honeſt me i. e. as honett as h 
brethren, 


4 | 


Diij 


1 THE PROLOOUEL 


Now is not that of God a ful fayre grace - 575 
| That ſwiehe a Jewed mannes wit nal pace os 
The wiſdom oſ an bepe of lered menn 

Of maiſters had he mo than thries ten 
That were of lawe expert and curious 

Of which ther was a doſein in that hous 380 

Worthy to ben ſtewardes of rent and lond 
Ofany lord that is in Englelond, | 
To maken him live by his propre g 
In honour detteles, but if he were wood. | 
Or live as ſcarfly as him liſt deſire, 383 
And able ſor te helpen all a ſhire' ©» 
In any cas that mighte fallen or happe; 
And yet this Manciple ſette hir aller cappe. 

The Reve was a ſlendre colerike man, 1 ad 
His berd was ſhave as neighe as ever he can: 390 
His here was by his eres round yſhorne; / 
His top was docket like a preeſt beforne : 

Ful longe were his legges and ful lene, 

Vlike a ſtaff; ther was no calf yſene; . 
Wel coude he kepe a garner and a binne, 595 
Ther was non auditour coude on him winne: 
Wel wiſte he by the drought and by the rain 
The yelding of his feed and of his grain. 
TF. $88. ſettte hir aller cappe] Alter is the genitive plural of 
alle, from the Sax. ealra. Hir aller would be properly rendered 


in Latin corumonaium. See the Eſſay, c. n. 27, To feta man's 
cap is the ſame as to make a fool of him, See ver. 3145, 


How that clerk hath ſet the wrightes cuppe. 
"XK" 


THE PROLOOUEs 


His lordes ſhepe, his nete, and his deirie, 
His ſwine, his hors, his ſtore, and his vine 6 
Were holly in this Reves governing, Shot 10 
And by his covenant yave he W 401 il 
Sin that his lord was twenty yere of ages 
Ther coude no man bring him ION + wys Hof 
Ther n'as baillif, ne herde, ne other hine, 60 
That he ne knew his ſleight and his covine; 

They were adradde of him as of the det. 
His wonning was ful ſayre upon an het; 
With grene trees yſhadewed was his placeg!. 3 7457) 
He coude better than his lord pourchace: , 610 
Ful riche he was yſtored privily; - | | 1 1 
His lord wel coude he pleſen ſub till 

To yeve and lence him of his owen good. 

And have a thank and yet a cote and hood. 
In youthe he lerned hadde a good miſtere; 615 
He was a wel good wright, a carpentere. | 
This Reve ſate upon a right good ſtot _ 
That was all N grey, and highte Scot: 


v. 617. a right good fot? I take fot beuge wi fod, 
the Saxon word for a ſtallion. A flot fignified properly a bul- 
lock, as it fill does in the North. See the Percy Houſh. Book, 
p. 2, and note. The paſſage which Du Cange, in v. Stottus, has 
quoted from Maddox, rm. Angl. p. 427, to ſhew that Fortus 
ſignifies equus admigarius, proves rather that it ſignifies a bul- 
lock. John de Nevill leaves to his eldeſt ſon ſeveral ſpecifick 
legacies ; et eciam cc vaccas pro flauro, cc fortos et Hirter, 
« mm bidentes,” c. Stirke is the Sax. name for a heifer, ſo 
that there can de little doubt that cc otto et firkes ſhould be 
rendered cc bullocks and heifers. 


2 Tux PHOCOGUE; 


A long ſurcote of perſo upon he hade; eit 
And by his fide he bare a ruſty blade. 626 
Of Norfolk was this Reve of which f tell, 


Beſide a toun men elepen Baldeſwell;” > © 
Tucked he was, avis u frere aboute} 
And ever he rode the hinderelt of the route. 61 
A Sompnour was ther with us in e 625 
That hadde a fire · red cherubinnes face/, | 
For ſauſefleme he was, with eyen narwez 
As hote he was and likerous as a ſparwe, 
With ſcalled browes blake and pilled berd; 
Of his viſage children were ſore aferd, 630 
Ther n'as quickfilver; litarge, ne brimſton, | 
Boras, ceruſe, ne vile of tartre non, * 5 
Ne oinement, that wolde clenſe or bite, 
That him- might helpen of his whelkes white, | 


- 626. cherubinnes face] H. Stephens, pol. Herod, l. 1 Ce 
39, quotes the ſame thought from a French epigram ; 


Noe grands docteurs au cherubin viſage, Fc. 


627. aufe eme] 1 find this word in an old Fr. book of phy- 
ſick, which I have quoted before in n. on ver. 165; *Oignement 
magiſttel pur ſauſeſleme et pur cheſcune manere deroigne.” 
—Roigne fignifies any ſcorbutick eruption. So in the Thouſand 
Notable Things, b. i. 0, A ſawsfleame or red pimpled face 
« is helped with this medicine following. Two of the in- 
gredients are quickfilver and brimftone. In another place, b. 
ii, 20, oyle of tartar is ſaid © to take away cleane all ſpots, 
„ freckles, and filthy tubeales.“ Theſe laft I ſuppoſe are what 
Chaucer calls xwheltes.—The original of the word ſeems to be 
pointed out in the following paſſage, Vit. R. ii, a Mon. Eve/b, 


P- 1693 © facics alba---interdum ſanguinis feamate viciata,”? 


6 


TI PROLOCUE, 45 


Ne of the knobbes fitting on his chekes: © 635 

Wel loved he garlike, onions, and lekes, + + 
And for to drinke ſtrong win as rede as blood, 
Than wolde he ſpeke and crie as he were wood; 
And whan that he wel dronken had the win 
Than wold he ſpeken no word but Latin: 640 
A fewe termes coude he, two or three, | 
That he had lerned out of fom decree; | — ++ 
No wonder is, he heard it all the day: 
And eke ye knowen wel how that a jay 2 
Can clepen watte as wel as can the pope:: N 
But who ſo wolde in other thing him es iP 
Than hadde he one ERR * un br 
Ay Qugſtio quid juris; wolde he eri. 

He was a gentil harlot and a kind: 
A better felaw ſhulde a man not find: - 630 
He wolde ſuffre for a quart of winnen 
A good felaw to have his concubine' 70 
A twelve month, and excuſe him at the ful: 
Ful prively a ſinch eke coude he pull); 


v. 648. Que io quid juris] This kind of queſticnvecitshe- 
quently in Ralph de Hengham. After having ftated a caſe he 
adds, Quid juris? and then proceeds to give the anſwer to it. 
See Heng. Mag. c. xi. ; Eſto autem quod reus nulto modo ve - 
i nerit ad hunc diem. quid. juris Y c. See alſo c. 12. 

Þ. 649. a gentil harlot] The name of barlot was _— 
given to men as well as women. See below, ver. 7336. Herlod, 
in Welſh, is faid to fignify fimply a young man, and berlodes 
a young woman. Richards, Welſh Did. in v. ; with us it feems | 
always to have been a diſgraceful appellation. In R. R. ver. 
6068, King of harlots is Chaucer's tranſlat. of Ray de ribaulx. 


— . Bog mts Og 0 ro — 
Wane 


46 TRE PROLOGUE, 


And if he found © where a good felawes' 655 
He wolde techen him to have non ace 
In ſwiche a cas of the archedekenes curſe, 


But if a mannes joule were in his purſe. 
For in his purſe he ſnulde ypuniſhed be; 
Purſe is the arehedek eus helle ſaid ge, 660 


But wel I wote he lied right ĩn d ede; 

Of curſing eee, neee 

For curſe wol ſle right as aſſoiling — 

And alſo ware him of a foxifcavit. / 

U <a dangertenbio ions hilowes gife 665 
The yonge girles of the diociſ ec, | 

And knew hir conſeil and was of hir rede. 1 

A gerlond hadde he fette upon his hede 
As gret as it were ſor an aleſtak e; 


A bokeler hadde he made him oſ a cake. 670 


With him ther rode a gentil Pardonere 
Of Rouncevall, oro eee AY 1. 


*. 664. a nls vit The writ de excommunicato "capienda, 
commonly called a ft eit, from the beginning of the writ, 
which is as follows ; Rex Vicecomiti L. ſalutem. Sgniſicavit 
« nobis vegerabilis pater H. L. Epiſcopus;” Ec. Cod. Jur. Ace- 
p. 1054. 


. 665. In danger hadde be] i. e. within the reach or control 


of his office, See Hif. Abbar. Pipexvell, ag. Manaft. Ang, t. i. p. 
815; Nec audebant Abbates eidem relutere, quia aut pro de- 
narils aut pro bladis ſemper fuerunt Abbates in danger io dic- 
« ti Officialis.—— be ,youge girles, in the next loc, may. ſig- 
nify either the young men or the young women, as gitl was 
formerly an appellation common to bath ſexes. 

. 672. Of Rexncevel) I cav hardly think that Chaucer 


THE PROLOGUE,” 47 


"That ſtreit was comen from the court of Rome; 
Ful loude he ſang, Come hither love to mee. 
This Sompnour bare to him a ſtiff burdoun, 674 
Was never trompe of half ſo-gret'a ſoun. 1171 
This Pardoner had here as yelwe as weck ö; 
But ſmoth it heng as doth a ſtrike of flax; 

By unces heng his lokkes that he hadde, | 
And therwith he his ſhulders overſpradde: 680 
meant to bring his Pardoner from Roncevaux in Navarre, and 


yet I cannot find any place of that name in England. An hoſ- 
pital © Beatæ Mariæ de Rouncyvalle” in Charing, London, is. 


mentioned in the Monaf.. t. ii. p. 443; and there was a Runce - 
val-Hall in Oxford, Srevens, v. N. p. 262; ſo that n 


was the name oſ ſome fraternity. 


+ $. 674. Come hither love tome] This, I ſuppoſe, was the be- 


ginning or the burthen of fome eren ſong. —Love is here a 
diſſyllable, as in ver. 2603 © Fe 


In l6ve- is her ud he che ele. 40 04-205 
and in ver. 1627; | 


Ful ſth is ſiyde, that love ns tondibly,s Wy $71 
The double rhyme of to me anſwering to Rome, proves 5 
dently that Rome in this place is to be pronounced as a diſſyl- 
lable; we need thtrefore have no ſcruple, I think, of pronoun - 
cing it in the ſame manner wherever the metre requires two 
ſyllables. See ver. 4562, 4576, 5388, 5568.—A like uſe may 
de made of other fimilar rhymes in Chaucer for eſtabliſhing 
the pronunciation of thee feminine. In ver. 1667 36y merhymes 
to time, and in Troil, ii. 991, to time and prime and accord-: 


ingly both time and prime are ufed in other places as diſſyl- 
ſables. See ver. 7884. 1082710674, 12596. L In theſe — | 


the final monoſyllable me transfers its accent to the preced 
ſyllable, after the manner of the Greek encliticks, and the final. 
of courſe becomes a mere e feminine. £ 

v. 675. bare a. fit burdoun] . sec ver. e 
and Du Cange in v. Zurdo. 


j 


48 TAE PROLOGUE. 


Ful thinne it lay, by culpons on and on, 
But hode for jolite ne wered he non, 

For it was truſſed up in his wallet. 

Him thought he rode al of the newe get, 
Dihevele, ſauf his cappe, he rode all bare: 685 
Swiche glaring eyen hadde he as an hare : | 
A vernicle hadde he ſewed upon his cappe; 

His wallet lay beforne him in his lappe | 
Bret-ful of pardon come from Rome al hote : 
A vois he hadde as ſmale as hath a gote: 690 
No berd hadde he, ne never non ſnulde have; 
As ſmothe it was as it were newe ſhave: 
I trowe he were a gelding or a mare. 

But of his craft, fro Berwike unto Ware 

Ne was ther ſwiche an other Pardonere, - 695 
For in his male he hadde a pilwebere * 
Which, as he ſaide, was oure Ladies veil: 

who . he hadde a gobbet of the ſeyl 


*. _ 8 get] The new faſhion: Gette or jett (for the 
mil. differ) is uſed in the ſame ſenſe by Occleve, De Reg. Princ. 
mp. Bad. 1 504, 178 | 

| Alſo ther is another neue gette, 

All foule waftc of cloth and exceſſiſ 

. 689. Hret- ful of pardon} This is the reading of all the mſT. 
* The fame word occurs in the ſame ſenſe in ver. 2166, and in 
F. Hi. 1033, but I have found no other paſſages in which the 
word bret is uſed. Fret (for freighted, fraught, is uſed by Lyd- 
gate, in a ballade falſely attributed to Chaucer, edit. Urr. p. 
552; ver. 269; Ther kinde is fret with doublenes”—and in 
Traged. b. v. c. 7 ; ** Fret full of ſtones.“ b. viii. c. 7, © With 
_ «riche ſtones frer.”—Fret may alſo be derived from the Sax. 
fretwian, ornure. 

2 


Thatte Seint Peter had whan that he went 
Upon the ſee till Jeſu Criſt him hent 700 
He had a ctois of laton ful of ſton es 
And in a glas he hadde pigges bones. #21 W701 HT 
But with theſe relikes,whange that he fond | 
A poure perſone dwelling up on lonxd. 
Upon a day he gat him more moneie 03 
Than that the perſone gat in monethes tweie ; - | -: -. 
And thus with fained flattering and japes 
ie made the perſone and the peple his apes. 
But trewely to tellen atte laſ t. 
He was in chirche a noble eccleſiaſt 716 
Wel coude he rede a leſſon or a ſtori e 
But alderbeſt he ſang an offertoriez 1/41! +2 + 
For wel he wiſte whan that ſong was forge 
He muſle preche and wel afile his tonge . 
To winne ſilver, as he tight wel coude, 713 
Therfore he ſang the merier and loud 
Now have | told you ſhortly in a clauſe 
Th' 5. ne the ain a the caſe, ) 
$044 Fain ot 
EY 710. a noble ecclefaf] ts fromhence that r 
doner was an itinerant eccleſiaftick, of much the ſame ſtam 
with Frate Cipolla in The Decameron, vi. 10. By the'ftat: 24 
H. VIII. c. 12, all proctors and pardoners going about in any 
country without ſuſticient authority are to de treated as vaga- 
bonds. Their impoſitions upon the credulity of the vulgat 


have been checked by ſeveral: eouhtits. set Du Cane in v. 
Pueſliarii and QDueftionarius, under _ e eee names the] 


venders of mann Nr 
E 'E RY 
«<e yas T7 37 oh wn 


7 LS # 7 * % "© % 8 ETE & + R228 . J g 3* - * il 
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In Southwerk at this gentil hoſtelrie 720 
That highte The Tabard, faſte by the Belle. 
But now is time to you for to telle 2 
- How that we baren us that ilke night 
Whan we were in that hoſelrie alight; | 
And after wol I telle of our viage, | 725 
And all the remenant of our pilgrimuge. 

But firſte | praie you of your curteſie 
That ye ne arette it not my vilanie, - 
Though that I plainly ſpeke in this matere, 
To tellen you hir wordes and hir chere, 730 
Ne though I ſpeke hir wordes Pproprely; 
For this ye knowen al fo wel as I 
Who fo ſtall telle a Tale after a man 
He moſte reherſe as neighe as ever he can 
Everich word, if it be in his charge, 735 
All ſpeke he never ſo rudely and ſo large, a 
Or elles he moſte tellen his Tale untrewe, 
Or feinen thinges, or finden wordes newe: 
He may not ſpare although he were his brother; 
He moſte as wel ſayn o word as an other. 740 
Criſt ſpake himſelf ful brode in holy writ, 
And wel ye wote no vilanie is it:: F 
Eke Plato ſayeth, who ſo can him rede, 
The Wade moſte ben coſin to the dede. 


543. Rte Plato fayeth) This faying'of Plato is quoted a- 
gain, ver. 15156, Our Author probably took it from Boethius, 
b. iii. pr. 12. Sec alſo Rom. de la R. ver. 7465. 


THE PROLOGUE: [31 


N Alſo I praie you to forgive it me Sato! Ft Id 745 
All have I not ſette folk in hir degree £7112,260 wil l 
Here in this Tale as that they ſnulden Ronde +: - - /, 
My wit is ſhort ye may well underſtonde. 
Gret chere made oure Hoſte us everich os, 

And to the ſouper ſette he us anon, e 80 760 
And ſerved us with vitaille of the beſte; .; 1 
Strong was the win, and wel to drinke kia: ar 
A ſemely man our Hoſte was with alle 
For to han ben a marſhal in an halle; uu gue dV 
A large man he was, with-eyen ſtepfe; 72833 
A fairer burgeis is ther non in Chepe: 12-0 1 
Bold of his ſpeche, and wiſe, and pee, 

And of manhood elaked right him > big lag 
Fke therto was he right a mery . | i Hats 


And after ſouper plaien he began, | Sr 


And ſpake of mirthe amonges other 8 
Whan that we hadden made our 3 on- 


And ſaide thus; Now Lordinges, — it wo) 
Ye ben to me welcome right hertily,, 2d 24 Hull 


119.5 113 M tu bot 
*. 761. 8 | have venturedtolengtbenthe common 
reading among by a ſyllable, as the metre requires it, . Oh 
uſes the word ſo lengthened in other r oe ber 65343 
Ovide, amonge? other thinges r 878 Af 
and ver. 9902 ; At as it bad ko 
e bin. boned, things. UNE UTI. TOS. 
I ſuſpe& that the Sax. gemang had Ge 9 
an. ee like a r of the Saxon. ee 
Poſitions. 4 rs , + 11! 28190 1 o 


31 THe PROLOGUE. 


For by my trouthe, if that j ſnabnet He, 
I ſaw nat this yere ſwiche a cbmpagnie 
At ones in this herberwe as isnbwf fr 
Fayn wolde ] do you mirthe and Iwiſte how; 

And of à mirthe Fam right now bethought 
To don you eſe, and it ſhall coſte you'nought. 
Ye gon to Canterbury; God yon ſpede/, 
The bliſsful martyr quite you your mede; 
And wel I wot as ye gon by the way 
Ve ſhapen you to talken and to play; 
Fot trewely comfort ne mirthe is non 
To riden by the way dombe as the ſtou; 
And therfore wold I maken ybu diſport, 
As ſaid erſt; and don you ſome: comfort. 
And if you likech alle by on affent 
Now for to ſtonden at my jugement, 
And for ti werchen as f ſhal you fay * 
To-morwe, whan ye ee 5 
Now by my faders ſoule that is ded 
But ye be mery, fmiteth my Hed?” 5 of 14 = 2 
Hold up your hondes withouten more e ſpeche. 785 
* "Our conſeil was not Tonge for to feche; FOE + 
Us thought it was not worth to make it wiſe, 
And granted him withouten more.aviſe, 
And bad him ſay his verdit as him leſte. 
eee (quodhe) nowherkeneth forthe beſte; 


* 2 1 


v. 87. o mate It ie] To makeit à matter of wiſdom or 
tg ſo in ver. 3978, 11535, he made it ſtrange 


Ggnifies——hb made it a matter of difficulty, 


TIA PROLOGUE, | 33 


But take it nat, I pray you, in diſdain: 791 
This is the point, to ſpeke it plat wi 56 264 © 
That eche of you to ſhorten with youre ty 44 


In this viage ſhal tellen eee { 200 lo h 
To Canterbury ward L mene it ſo, 25 795. 
And homeward he ſhall tellen other 3 2. 
Of aventures that whilom han befalleQQQ this al 
And which of you that bereth him ele, Þ:5 

That is to ſayn, that telleth in this cas 507 
Tales of beſt ſentence and moſt ſolas, £124 E 
Shal have a ſouper at youre aller coſt Y 


Here in this place ſitting by this — p, I 
Whan that ye comen agen from een dr, ziot 877 
And for to maken you the more mery 93 Dan 
I wol my ſelven gladly with you ride, 803 
Right at min owen coſt, and be ne 243 ! 
And who that wol my jugement withſay - +: 7,4: 5. 
Shal pay for alle we ſpendea by the _ wig} bond. 
And if ye voucheſauf that it be ſ - 27 
Telle me anon withouten Rpt # Tal} 25809 
And I wol erly ſhapen me ther fore. 
This thing was granted, and our othes fore - 


* 792. This is the point] See the Diſcourſe, fe. 97. 

F. $12. and our othes fewore) i. e. and we ſwore our ot 
—and praied him, c. It is too frequent a practice with our 
Author to omit the governing pronoun before his verbs. See 
below, ver. 1757, And ſawe—for—and they ſawe; ver. 042 
and ſayn---for---and they ſayn; ver. 5054, and yet lith · fo 
—and yer he lith; ver. 612 35 and blamed himſelf---for---and 


e 


WH 


qa vn role ebf. 
With fol glad herte, and praiden him btfo 
That he wold yoochefavffor to don ſuo 


And that he wolde ben our governour, 
And of our Tales juge and reportour, 
Aud ſette a ſouper at a certain pris 
And we wol reuled ben at his deviſe 
In highe and lows: and thus by on aſſent 
We ben accorded to his ju gement; 
And therupon the win was fette alen: 
We dronken, and to reſte wenten eche on 
Withouten any lenger trying ; 

A morwe whan the day began to ſpring 
Up roſe our Hoſte, eee | 
And gaderd us togeder in à flok, 
And forth we riden a litel more than pas 
Unto the watering of Seine Thomas, 
And ther our Hofte began his hors areſt, 
And ſaide, Lordes, —— | 
Ye wete your forw6rd, and Tit EY" 
H even ſong and morwe ſong accord, 
he blamed himſclf; ver. 6398, and made n for----and l 
made him. | 

v. 819. In and ee In, or, De alto jo baſh, bard. Lat: 
Haut et bas, Fr. were expreſſions of entire ſubmiGon on one 
ſide and foyereignty on the other. 80 P. E. p..253, ſpeaking 
of the Pope, days He ſalle at his dome ſet it lowe and bie.“ 
See Du Cange in v. 

. 827. a lite/ more than pas] A pas, with Chaucer, means 
Aways, I believe, a foot-pace. See ver. 2399, And riden forth 


a fa5—and ver. 1 2800, Than thou wolt gon a paz not but a 
mile. See allo vet. 16043 more than trot or pas. 


refer v3 


Let ſe now'who Mal telle the firſt Tale? 
As ever mote I drinken Win or ale 
Who ſs is rebel to my jugement 833 
Shal pay for ale that by the way is pere. N 
Now draweth cutte or that ye forther twinne ; 

Sire Knight, find he) my maiſter and my "uy 
Now draweth cutte, for that is min accord. 849 
Cometh nere (quod he) my Lady Prioreſſle, _ . 
And ye fire Clerk; let be your ſhamefaſtneſſe, | 


+ +-3*Y 


Ne ſtudieth nought : lay hand to evety man. _ ; 
Anon to drawen every wight Eee as: 7 
And ſhortly for tellen as it was, PE 


TY 7 


Were it by aventure, or ſort, or cas, 
The ſothe is this, the cutte felle on 15 Ma 
Of which ful blith and glad was every wight, _ 
And tell he mult his * Tale as was reſon, | 0 3 
By for word and by compoſition, | © 850 
As ye han herd; what nedeth wordes m PO CER 
And whan this good man ſaw that it t was fo, 2 

As he that wiſe-was and o 

To kepe his forword by his free aſſent, = | 
He ſaide; Si then I ſhal begin this game, | * By 
What, welcome be the cutte a Goddes name. 2 


& neon £3 #2.” +> 


F. 337. Now draweth cutte] Draweth is the fecond perſon 
plural of the imperative mode. See the Ny, tc. n. 32. The 
ceremony of drawing cutte occurs again ver. 1277 ef. Froifs | 
ſart calls it tirer à ia longue paille, V. i. e. 294. 


86 TYHE-KNIGHTES- TALE. 


Now let us ride, and herkeneth what I ſay. 
And with that word we riden forth our way; 

And he began with a right mery cherer 

His Tale anon, and ſaide as ye ſhul here. 360 


"THE KNIGHTES TALE... 


0 


| W. as ; olde * — us, 

Ther was a duk that highte Theſeus; 

Of Athenes he was lord and governour, 

And in his time ſwiche a conquerour, | | 
That greter was ther non under the ſonne; . 865 
Ful many a riche contree had he wonne-. 

What with his wiſdom and his chevalrie 

He conquerd all the regne of F eminie, 

That whilom was yeleped ii 
And wedded the fresſhe quene Ipolita, 1 
And brought hire home with him to his contree | 
With mochel glorie and great ſolempnitee, 
And cke hire yonge ſuſter Emelie. | 
And thus with victorie and with melodie 15 
Let I this worthy duk to Athenes ride, 1 
And all his hoſt in armes him beſide. 9 8 


v. 868. do —— of Feminie] The kingdom of the Amazons. 
$0 Pentheſilea is called by Gower the Queen of Feminee, Conf. 
Amat. fol. * 97, b. ; 


Lu KSIEHPESTALE, 
And certes if it nꝰ ere to long to here. 


wolde Have told you fully the manere 6 9511 

How wonnen was the regne of . ni 78D 

By Theſeus and by his chevaltie, de 
And of the grete bataille for the nones 

Betwix Athenes and the 1 3 

And how aſſeged was Ipolta, | 


The faire hardy quene of 'Seythia} | 
And of the feſte that was at hire TY ö 
And of the temple at hire home coming; 
But all this thing I moſte as now r ee 4 


- 
"= CEL , 
i 
— — * - 
s 9 CY 
. ” A * 
4 - C > 
wlll 5 * 
© % _ " Wh 
ww! WY — 4 


I have, God wot, a large feld to ere 
And vel ben che ce l Il (OW h 
The remenent of my Tale is long eee 3890 
I wil not. letten eke non of this route: ng 


Let every felaw telle his Tale aboute, 
And let fe now who ſhal the ſouper w winne. * 


Ther as [ left I wil agen beginne. „ 1% 8 

This duk, of whom 1 made wentloun, ele Wn 
Whan he was comen almoſt to che —_—_ 
In all his wele and in his moſte pride, | 


He was ware, as he caſt his eye afide, 
Wher that ther kneled in the highe wWey 


A compagnie ige * ac ere. . l by BF 
F. 886. And of the 9 The editions, anal the md. ex- 
cept two, read teme. But The Theſeida ſays * any 
tempeſt; nn * 
Toſto fornito fu et ſenza pene. Wo 1 
I have therefore preferred * mp. C. i, A HA. a 
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Eche after other, clad in clothes blake; 

But ſwiche a crie and ſwiche a wo they make, 

That in this world n'is creature living 

That ever herd ſwiche another waimenting ; 

And of this crie ne wolde they never ſtenten 90s 

Till they the reines of his bridel hente. 
What folk be ye that at min home coming | 

Perturben ſo my feſte with crying? | 

Quod Theſeus; have ye ſo grete envie agty Yor ! 

r 910 

Or who hath you miſboden or offended? 

Do telle me, if that it may be amended, 

And why ye be thus clothed alle.in blake? _ 

The oldeſt lady of hem all than ſpake, 

Whan ſhe had ſwouned with a dedly chere, 915 

That it was reuthe for to ſeen and here. 

She ſayde, Lord, to whom Fortune hath yeven 

Victorie, and as a conqueror to li cen, 

Theſeus is deſcribed making his offerings, Nc. nn 

in a temple of Pallas, Thef. 1. ii. 


F. 907—13.] Imitated The Theſelda; 
Chi ſon coſtoro, che a noftri leti aventi 
Cum crini ſparti, datendoſe el peo, 
Di ſqualor piene in altri obſcuri vettimenti, 
Tutte piangendo, come ſe in deſpeto 
Haveſſen la mia gloria e Ialtre genti. | ; 
The zu line, I ſuſpect, ſhould be read thus; 
Di ſqualor piene in «fri veſtimenti. 
Obſcuri was a gloſs for atri. 
. 911. mifGoden] Injured ; arte 
church of St. Faul, Mongf. v. iii. p. 304, — 


1 
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Nought greveth us your glorie and your honour, 5 
But we beſeke you of mercie and ſocour: 920 
Have mercie on our. woe and our diſtreſſe: | 
Some drope of pitee thurgh n 1 
Upon us wretched wimmen let vg Pre tf : 

For certes, Lord, ther n'is non of us alle 
That ſhe n'hath ben a ducheſſe or a quene; 925 
Now be we caitives, as it is wel fenes 

Thanked be Fortune and hire falſe whele 
That non eſtat enfureth to be wele. © 
And certes, Lord, to abiden your preſence, ' 
Here in this temple of the goddeſſe Clemence 939 
We'han ben waiting all this fourtenight: : 

Now helpe us, Lord, fin it lieth in thy might. 
I wretched wight, that wepe and waile thus, 5 th -- 


Was whilom wif to King Capaneuns L 
That ſtarfe at Thebes, curſed be that * 935 
ee dee eee at 1652 “ 


And maken all this lamentation, X 

We loſten alle our huſbondes at that ih | 

While that the ſiege therabouten lay;: | 
And yet now the olde Creon, wala wa! 940 
That lord is now bots wont { 20979 HO 
Fulfilled of. ireand of i iniquitee, 


F. 940. . wal 1 ſhall take the liberty of bene re- 
preſenting this interjectiun in this fimple form, though in the 
mſſ. it is written very differently, walaway, weilaway, wel- | 
away, Fc. from whence the more modern vulgar weladay. / 
Waand la are both Saxon interjeclions ofgrief. The GU | 
wala ua is uſed in chr. Sax. Gibſ. p. 191. | 


\ 


| He fordepit, ad for his tyrapnie, vie tr 
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To don the ded bodies a vilanie, E der att 
Ofalle orie hich chat hon pdawe, 945 
Hath alle the bodies on an hepe ydrawe, ar 
And will not ſuffren hem by non aſſent | 
Neyther to ben yberied ne ybrent, 
But maketh houndes ete hem in An 12 
And with that word, withouten more reſpite 950 
They fallen groſf,. and erien pitoully, -. 
Have on us wretched wimmen ſom mercy, 
And let our ſorwe ſinken in thin herte. 
This gentil duk doun from his courſer ſterte 
With herte pitous whan he herd hem ſpeke; 955 
Him thoughte that his herte wolde all to-breke | | 


 Whan he ſaw hem ſo pitous and ſo mat 


That whilom weren of ſo gret eſtate, = 
And in his armes he hem all up hente, | 
And hem comforted in ful good entente, 960 
And ſwore his oth, as he was trewe knight, 
He wolde don fo ferforthly his might 
Upon the tyrant Creon hem to wreke, 
That all the peple of Grece ſhulde ſycke. / 
How Creon was of Theſeus yſerved, 20 0 
As he chat hath his deth ful wel deſerved.) | + |. 
And right anon, withouten more abode, 5 
His banner he diſplaide, and forth he rode 
To Thebes ward, and all his hoſt beide: Fry 
No net Athenes nolde he go ne es \ 
1. 970. Xo ner Ltbenes] Nere is uſcd. for xerre, and that for 


: -_— + 
122 N * - » ” : 1 
4 


Ne take his ele folly bil a day, paο $11 _ 91 
But onward on his Way that nicht he clay, 

And ſent anon lpolita the quene, amt 41%) 2 THY 
And Emelie hire yuinꝑge ſiſter ſhene, + 1168: Ks 
Unto the toun of Ae eee 97 $! 


And forth he rit; ther nis no more to ab 5 
The ted flatue oi Mars, with ſpere OO 


So ſhineth in higwhite-banner large, 1 
That all che feldes gliteren up and 46 Lk... 
And by his banner borne-is his penon ) 988 


Of gold ful riche, in which that ther was ybete 
The Minotaure which that he flew in Crete. 
Thus rit this duk, thus rit this conquerour, 
And in his hoſt of che valrie the flour, 11 101 utyb 
Til that he came to Fhebes, and alihet 985 
Fayre in a feld, ther as he thought to b. IA 
But ſhortly far to ſpeken of this thing, 12 

With Creon, which that was of Thebes Wes 

He fought, and ſlew him manly as à knighʒt 
in plaine bataille, and put his folk Age — 
And by aſſaut he wañ the citèe after, inn 0 
And rent adoun bothe wall, and ſparre; ad rater; 

And to the ladies he reſtored again 

The bodies of hir houſbondes that were lain, 

nerer, the comparative of ner: ſo ver. 1852, ferre ne nere vere | 
13450, nere and nete; ver. 16189, never the nere. 


F. 981. bete] Probably ſtamped, that operation being 5 


rer bythe hammer. See ver. 1 19483 | 
1195 m. 10 FIST WTO 27th nn . | 


Folume IT; | F 


— 


To don the obſequies, as was tho the giſe. 99 
But it were all to long for to deviſe 

The grete clamour and the waimenting 

Whiche that the ladies made at — 

Of the bodies, and the gret honour | 

That Theſeus, the noble conquerour, 1000 

Doth to the ladies whan they from him wente; 

But ſhortly for to telle is min ententG. 
Whan that this worthy duk, this Theſeus, 

Hath Creon ſlaine, and wonnen Thebes thus, 

Still in the feld he toke-all night his reſte, 1005 

And did with all the contree as him leſe: 

To ranſake in the tas of bodies d ede, 

Hem for to ſtripe of harneis and of wede, 

The pillours dide hir beſineſſe and cure, 


Aſter the bataille and diſcomſiture; 1010 
And ſo befell that in the tas they found. 368 
Thurgh girt with many a grevous blody wound, 
Two yonge knightes ligging by and by, 

Bothe in on armes wrought ful richely; | 
Of whiche two Arcita highte that on, 1015 
And he that other highte Palamon. +f 


is eiten ihn ant 01 

F. 1016. Aud he that other} He is inſerted for the ſake of 
the metre ; but perhaps we ſhould rather fead, with ſome of 
tue mill. And that other knight bighte Palamon. See the u. on 
ver. 293.—#Highte'is a diſlylable here, as in other places, ver. 
618, 862, 1730, 3097, et al. It is diflicult to determine pre · 
ciſely what part of ſpeech it is; but upon the whole l am in- 
clined to conſider it as a word of a very ſingular N a * 


8 f 5 
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Not fully quik ne fully ded they were, mird 
But by hir cote armure and by hir gere 1 
EC Pak = droge ER t n Diab 
As tho that weren of the blod reli 1020 


Of Thebes and of ſuſtren two yborne. 

Out of the tas the pillours han hem torne/, 
And han hem caried ſoſt unto the tente 
Of Theſeus, and he ful ſone hem ſente 


To Athenes, for to dwellen in n 1025 
Perpetuel, he n' olde no raunſon. x 13 
Api e e eee ee eee 45 


He toke his hoſt, and home he rit anon, 

With laurer erouned as a conquerour; 7 

And ther he liveth in joye and in honour” © -/ 3 

Terme of his lif; what nedeth ee ee 

And in a tour in anguiſh and in o 

Dreclien this e ae ods gr ba 

* evermo, ther may no gold neee | 
Thus paſſeth yere by yere, and day r, 7035 

rern 1 ι 


adive with a padtve ungessias. e 3 aan 1 bürbte | 
muſt ſignify I am called, as in the verſe, preceding to highte 
2 to be called. According to this hypothieſis, in the pre- 

t inſtance, and in ver. 618, 862, 17 30, here highte figni> 
fies was called, it is put for highted ; and in ver. 3097, Where 
it ſignifies is called, for highteth.—It ſhould de obſerved that 
the Sax. hatan, vocare, promittere, from whence bighte is de- 
rived, is a verb active ofthe common form, and ſo is bighte 4. ' 
ſelf, when it ſignifies t to promiſe. Sec ver. 6606, 8 372. 


F ij 
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Ba THE KNIGHTES rann 
That Emelie, that fayrer was to tune 
Than is the lite upon his ſtalke groen, 
And fresſher than the May with flonmtes ne we, 
For with the roſe colour trot hire hee; 040 
I rot which was the finer ni hen two) 
Er it was day; as ſhe as wont to do, £3 5177 10 TWO 
She was ariſen, and all redy dige. 
For May wol have no flogardie a night; 
The ſeſon priketh every gentil berte, 1645 
And maketh him out oſ hisſlepetofterte, 
And ſayth. Axiſe, and da thin abſervance. 7 
This makgth Emelie han remembrance 
To don honoupte:May, aud fortoriſe: :- - // 
Velethed was ſhe fresſhe for to dexiſe- 1400 
Hire yelwe here was broided-in/atrefſer 
Behind hire back, a yerde long l geſſain = 
And in the gardin at the ſonne upriſt 
She walketh-up and doun her as hire liſt: 
She gathereth flonres, partie white and red, IC55 
To make a ſotel gerlond for hire had; 
And as an angel hevenlich ſhe ſong. : 
The grete tour that was fo thikke and ſtrong, 
Which of the caſtel was the chef dopgean, _ 3 
(Wher as theſe knightes mn . | r 


F. tary at th# fone ri I | ile had no SEP 
to the reading of ed. Urr. as the ſonne ufr 710 i. e. upriſeth, Il 
Nad found it in any mf. The common reading is ſupported by 
Lydgate, Th, fol. 364, a. where uprif is uſed for upriſing, 
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Of which I tolde you; and tellen ſhal) 

Was even joinant to the gardin wall, 

Ther as this Emelie had hire playing 
Bright was the ſonne and clere that morwening, 

And Palamon, this woful priſoner, e 

As was his wone, by leve of his gayl er! 

Wae riſen, neee 

In which he all the noble'citee-figh,. 

And eke the gardin, ful of branches grene, 

Ther as this fresſhe Emelia the ſhene un 1050 

Was in hire walk, and romed up and doun. | 
This ſorweful priſoner, this Palamon, 

Goth in his chambre roming to and fro, 

And to himſelfe complaining of his wo: ꝛ:rꝛ 

That be was borne ful oft he ſayd Alas! 1075 
And ſo befell, by aventure or cas 

That thurgh a window thikke of many a barre 

Of yren gret, and ſquare as any ſparre, 

He caſt his eyen upon Emelia, i bio? 

And therwithal he blent and cried At nods | 

As though he ſtongen were unto the ted 
And with ae crie Arcite anon up pena 


As 1080. EE 
as it is derived from blinnan, ceJare; blindan, cecare ; or blen- 
dan, miſcere. It ſeems here to be uſed in a fourth ſenſe, the 
ſame in which, Shakeſpeare uſes the verb to blench, i. e. tu 
ſhrink or ftart aſide. Fobnſon's Dit. in v. Blench. See at in 


Fil 


z 


v. Es pa. t. of Blench, | 


66 Tur ENICUTES TALL, 
And ſaide, Coſin win, what eylethithee | i 0 
That art ſo pale and dedhy ſur to ſer nov 3 + // 
Why crideſt thou? mms eee 
For Goddes love take all in patien egg . 
Our priſon, for it, may nom other be: PA 
Fortune hath yeven us this adverfite: et BW «A 
Som wikke aſpect or diſpoſition Dun 05111 *% 
Of Saturne, by ſom conſtellation, 1090 
Hath yeven us this, although we had it fwornz © 
So ſtood the he ven whan tliat ue were born: 
We moſte endure; this is the ſhort and plain. 
This re eee men ay pee 
Colin, forſoth of this opinion: tos] 
Thou haſt a vaine imagination; | 4.92 bann 
— —ũ—ũ— day n 
But I was hurt right now thurghout min eye 1 
Into min herte, that wol my bane be: wt 
The fayrneſſe of a lady that Iſe 1100 
Yond in the gardin roming to and fro if 
Is cauſe of all my crying and my wo: 
I n'ot whe'r ſhe be woman or goddefle, 
But Venus is ir ſothly as I gefſe.. 
And therwithall on knees adoun he fill, 1105 
And ſayde; Venus, if it be your wWill FE 
You in this gatdin thus to transfigure, .. 
Beforn me forweful wretched creature, 
Out of this priſon helpe that we may ſcape; 
And if fo be our deſtine be ſhape 1110 
x | 


nn Mer rA. 57 
By eterne word da dien in pri fam t,HjH 10 7501704 
Of our lignage hae ſom cο³ĩmaſRen n 
That is ſo tow pbrooght by-ryraninis;\ god 267 1 
And with that wort Atcita gun efplie 
Wher as this ladyiromed to und roy 17175 
And with ha fenk bis beaate bare hin = 
That if chat Palamor wore wounde@ſore”” 11 +44 
Arcite is hurt as taoche as he 8 1 wou nu 
And with a fgR he fayde /pitouflyy ß 'o'T 
'The fresſhe beute erk mo fockenly':? 17 Ls} 4942 1 120 | 
Of hire that rometh in the youder place; on 
And but I have hie mereie and hire grace, 1 1 o g 
That I may ſeen hire at ine jeſte way; 7 117 07 
v' am but dedi ther is ho mor to faq, 
This Palamon, whan he theſe 9 1125 | 
Diſpitouſly he laked;/ardanſwerd;, 50 19 
Whether ſayeſt thou this in erneſt or in pla? 
Nay, quod Areite, in erneſt by my ſay 
God helpe me ſo, mo luſſi full y vel pleyy :: 
This Palamon gan knit his browes twey. 1130 
It were, quod he; to thee no gret honour © © 
For to be falſe, ne for to be traytour _ 
To me, that am thy cofin and thy brother 
Y ſxorne ful depe, and eche of us to other, 
That never for to dien in the peine 1135 
Ti! that the deth departen ſhal us twein em,, 


*. 1135. to dien in tbe peine] 80 in Predflarty wit * C. 206, 
Edw. III. declates that he will not return“ juſques tant qui 
** aurolt fin de guerre, ou paix a ſuffifance, ou à ſon grand hon- 
fe NEUT ; ou il mourroit en la peine.“ See allo R. R. 3326. 
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Neyther of us in lqve to hindre other 
Ne in non other cas, my leve brothet;: Fe 1 
But that thou ſhuldeſt trewely further me 
In every cas as ſnuld forther thes. 1140 
This was thin oth, and min alſo certain; alt bf 
I wot it wel thou darſt it not withſain © e arr ith 
Thus art thou of my conſeil out-of:dovte; - {1 | + 
And now thou woldeſt falſly ben aboute 
To love my lady whom 1 love and ſerve, 0 T ns 
And ever ſhal til that min herte ſterve. | 
Now certes, falſe —— 40 
I loved hire firſte, and toldetheemy W 
As to my conſeil, and my OILY ct | ect ! 
To forther me as 1 have told beforne, $3» 2: pps 
For which thouartybounden 8 knight 
To helpen me, if it lie in thy might. 
Or elles art thou falſe I dare wel ſain / 


* wo +4 


This Arcita full proudly ſpake again. 
Thou ſhalt, quod he, be rather falſe than I, 1153 
And thou art falſe, tell thee utterlůʒ 
For par amour 1 loved hire firſt or thou. 2 v SY, 


Ait 9811 . tit 56 o: 

v. 1157. par amout Howed hire) i. e. with love Lloved her. 
This is a genuine old expreſſion. See Froigart, v. i. c. 196; 
« aima adone par amour, et depuis eſpoufa, Madame vtadelle 
1 de juillers“ - and Boccace, Decam. x. 7; ** per amore ami- 
ate.“ So below, ver. 2114, That loveth par. amaur.— From 
hence paramour or paramours (in one word) was uſed vulgar- 
ly to ſignify were [ſee ver. 3354, 43901 ene openers 
ver, 6036. \ 


TULLVICHDELIALL, = 69 


What woltthowſaynd thou vibe mer right bo. 
Whether ſhe hr azwoman or n goddeſſe: 


Thin is affectioh ob hiulineſſe n 17760 
And min is love ate creature ggg 11 /, 


For which I tada ther intent rm 
As to my coſin and my brother ſwẽ·õq]·ne. D 
I. poſe tha hou lovedeft hire heir 
Wof thou not wel the ode cleike i ſa we, 1165 
That who ſhall,give alover u τw e? 9153-04 zu 
Love is a greter la ee by mx p -5 207 55 695 26 


Then may be yevewof any vert man,,’ DTD 


And therfore pofivif awe andxche decree: ir 
la broken all day ſur love in ech degree. 1 he 
A man moſte nedes love maugrihishedy 2176 / 
He may not fleet it though the ſuld be ded. 
All be ſhe maid, or wide we, or es W. 3 
And eke it is nut Hike ly ali thai: 
To ſtonden in hire grace; pa mar en i R_ 
For wel thou woftithy ſelven vππ eee ci! T 


That thowan&-bbeodammeditwpionts- "ey 
Perpetuel; us gaineeh-t0wapaey 2121! 267: 


We ſtrive as — 5 F 1 
They foaght all day and yet hir prt was no: 1180 
Ther came a kyte, while that th were ſu the? 
And bare awap'the bone betwir vim hothe: ?: 

V. 1165. the ollle cleyhe3 free] YReUde Clerk ds Bhethits, 


from whoſe booki/DeGonfottione Chayge-has homrow dd latgety = 


in many places. The paſſage a alluded ank 15 Art. 125 


Quis legem det amantibus? 
Major lex amor c| fbi 


—— — — , ,] 


7 THE KNIGHTES TALE 
And therfore at the kinges court, my 2 


Eche man for himſelf, ther is non other. 15. 
Love if thee liſt, ee ST an, 
And ſothly, le e brother, this ĩs al. we þ 


Here in this prion moſten we endung, 3.1 doidy 
And everich ofis take his aventure.- 1 vn 6) 
Gret wasthe lrif, and long betwix'hem 5 
It that I hadde leſer for to ſey le Jon vod? 1190 
But to th effect. taapped on a day 
(To tell it you as ſurtiy as I may) ern. S rel 
A worthy duk:thathighte Perithous, 0 95 
That felaw was tohis duk Theſeus 5 | 
Sin thilke day thathey were ee ee ug 
Was come to Athees his felaw to viſite, 
And for to play ave was wont ta do, Raon vera 5! 
For in this world E loved no _- 0 IA 
And he loved hims tendrely again: 
go wel they lovedas olde bokes ſain, 2200 
That whan that.onwas dede, ſothly to tell, 
His felaw wente ad ſought him doun in "0" 
But of that ſtoric & me not to write. aw {> 
Duk Perithaus ved wel Arcite,' -. - + - / 
And had him koore at Thebes er by yer oy 
And finally, at reaeſt and praiere- {4 £ nd 476k 
Of Perithous, witouten any ravoſan, 0 Te 
Duk Theſeus bimet out of priſon, 1. - + 


*. 
J - 
a 0 «4 i . = 


Prely te gon becher him lift overall, n 
In ſwicle a giſe ail you * ” 4 ws x 1436 


* 
rte 421 5 — 


| This was the forwordy plainly fortoendite, - 
Betwixen Theſeus and him Arcite r 


2 * | 
Ever in his een mee e 1A tf 
In any countree af this Theſ eus, 1275 
eee eee e uc A0. 
That with a ſwerd he ſhulde leſe ee : | 
Ther was non other remedie ne ride; | 
But taketh his leve, nn 
Let him beware, his nekke lieth to wedde. 1220 
Ho gret a ſorweſuffereth now Arcite? 
The deth he feleththurgh his herte ſmite,; 
He wepeth, waileth, crieth, pitouſi : 
To ſleen himiſelſ he waiteth pri vel y 
He ſaid, Alas the day that I was borne! 1225 
Now is my priſon werſe than befornez. 
Now is me ſhape eternally to dwelle 
Not only in purgatorie but in helle. 


Alas! that ever I knew Perithous ck 
For elles had 1 rele wich ba, 17212230 
Yfetered in his priſon evermo; Sb. aur t 


Than had I ben in bliſſe bas Aw was td TÞ 
Only the ſight of hire whom — un B 
Though that I never hire grate may deſerve, , 
Wold have ſufficed right ynough for me. wal: 1255 
O dere coſin Palamon, quod he, % in dna 5 . 
F. 1214. o oö One moment. För this reading g we are o. . 
e to mſ. C. i, vulx. ag i 10 — re nn 


* % a 
« 1 7 5 2 * x vx» 4% 4+: 7 \ NY, # 
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Thin ipgthevierrie ofthisaventure} of + 

Ful blisful in ——— N aoxiven9 
In priſon? certes uayʒ but in paradiſe. N 
Wel hath Fortune yeurned theethe diſe, en 
That haſt the ſigh; of hire and i thꝰ 05 yes of 
For poſſible r ad birds 
And art a knight; worte and an able 


That by ſome cas, r Fortune is changeable, -- : 
Thou maieſt to >. 69 9000240 ume 1245 
But that Lam exiled, and barreine diigo . 
Of alle grace, and eee 3 


That ther n is erthe, water, fire, nt aire, f 
Ne creature, that of hem maked is, 9 l 
That may me hele or dom comfort in Un, u 
Wel dught I ſterve in wanhupr and difixeile. 
Farewel my ———— l 
Alas! why plainen men ſo in commune 
Of purveiance of God or of Fortune 
That yeveth hem ſul oſt in mary a giſe e 
Wel better than rr pil er 107 
Som man defireth for to have richeſſe, 7 
That eee eee I nut 
And ſom man wol out of his priſon fayn,. . 
That in his houſe is of his meynie flain. 18460 
Infinite harmes ben in this matere : Ii * 
We wote not what thing that ve praien here. 
We faren as he that dronke is as a mous: 
A dronken man wot wel he hath an hous, 
1. 1264. 4 dronten man] This is alſo from Boeth. 1, "You 27 


TAE ENIGETES TALE: 73 
But he de wat which is the right way thider, 126g 


And to a dronken man the way is flider, ü an 
And certes in this wor ld ſo far en we. Mum uud Þ 
We ſeken faſt after feli cite 


But we go wrong ful oſten trewely: Y 
Thus we may ſayen alle, and namely I, 117 
That wende, and had a gret opinion, hah 


That if I might eſcapen iro priſon n 
Than | had ben in joye and par fite hele 14 | 
Ther now Lam exiled ſro my ele. ae 
Sin that I may not ſeen you Emellie 13237 
kal am but ded ther n is no reme di. 

Upon that other ſide Palamon 4 
Whan that he wiſt Arcita was agen, % 5p 
Swiche ſorwe he maketh, that the grete tour ; 
Reſouned of his yelling and clamounr. 2280 
The pure ſetters on his ſhinnes grete 
Were of his bitter ſalte teres wete. 

Alas! quod he, Arcita, coſin min, 171 
Of all our ſtrif, God wot; the frute is thin. T 
Thou walkeſt now in Thebes at thy var 4405 
And of my wo thou yeveſt litel charge. 
Thou maiſt, ſith thou haſt wiſdom and manhede, 
Aſſemblen all the folk of our kin rede 


I. 1 281. The pure ferters] The very fetters; ſo in the puch. | 
ver. 583, the pure deth. The Greeks uſed xa&5p0c in the fame - 
ſenſe, {Tiuor xabapog., Avery Timon, Arifopb. Opy. FA.] 


aha the Latins Purus Pulus. See Frog. v. ü. Sh 104, fur OT 
de Og: 


74 THE KNIGHTES rArx. | 
Aud make a werre ſo ſharpe on this contree, 
That by ſom aventure or ſom tretee 1290 
Thou maiſt have hire to lady and to wix/ 
For whom that I — mT EG 
For as by way of poſbibilitee; © ns | ; 
Sith thou art. at thy large of priſon free, 42 
And art a lord, gret is thin avantage, | A 
More than is min, that ſterve here in a cage: 
For I may wepe and waile while that L live, 
With all the wo that priſon may me yev e, 
And eke with peine that love me yeveth alfo, © 
That doubleth all my tourment and e 85 

Ther with the fire ot jalouſie up ſterte 
Within his breſt, and hent him by the herte 
So woodly, that he like was to behold - 
The box tree, or the aſhen ded and cold. 
Than ſaid he; O eruel Goddesl that governe 1 304 
This world with binding of your word eterne, 
And writen in the table of athamant | 
- Your parlement and yoor <terne grant, 
What is mankind more unto yhold 
Than is the ſhepe that rouketh in the fold? 1310 
For flain is man right as another beeſt, | 
And dwelleth eke in priſon and arreſt, 
And hath fikneſle and gret adverſite, 
And often times gilteles parde. 

What governance is in this preſcience 1315 
That giltcles turmenteth innocence? SY 


\ . 


And yet enereſeth tlris all my penance : 
That man is bounden to bis obſervan ee 
For Goddes ſake to leten of his will, SO Y0CTE v5 101 


Ther as a beeſt may all his laft fulfill. N 9 


And whan a beeſt ĩs ded he hath no peine; 
Nut man after bis eth mote wepe and vio. 
Though in this workd he have care and wort | + 
Withouten doute it mayei ſtondem ſo. 1 4 
The anſer aß this lete i tudivines, 1325 
But wel | wote — a1 2663 
Alas! | ſee a ſerpent otia theſe, LG Work 
That many a — — . N 
Gon at his large and her hint lt may tur- 
But I moſte ben in riſun thurgh Satura, 1330 
And eke thurgh Juno, jalous and eke wood. 
That hath wel neye deſtriied all che blool 
Of Thebes, with his waſte alles Wide tie 
And Venus ſleeth me on that other id t 
For jalouſie, andere im Arcite. 1333 
Now wol | ſtent of Palanan a lite 1 
And leten him in bisprafoniiftzl 3 | 
And of Arcita/ferth i wolyourelle: 21 
The ſommer paſſoth and the ese mY 
Encreſerdonble:wite the:peines ſtrong: 1340 
Both of the lover and of the priſoner ; | 
En'6t which hark the wofuller miſtere. 
For mortiy for "to 2 this Palamon | are 1 ; 
Perpetuelly ; is damned to priſon f 
Gy | 


In chaines and in fetters to ben ded 1345 
And Arcite is exiled on his gell 


For evermore as out of that contre,,„ 
Nemever more he ſhal his lady ſee 
You lovers axe i now this queſtion, - 4 


Who hath the werfe, Arcite or Palamon? 1350 
That on may fe his lady day by day: 
But in priſon moſte he dwellen away: 1 
ee eee ee, dee 8e. 1 


But ſen his lady ſhal he never mo. as 109 

Now demeth as you liſte, ye that can, 1355 

For I wol tell yon forth as I began 
Whan that Arcite to Thebes comen was, 

Ful oft a day he fwelt and ſaid Alas! 

For ſen his lady ſhal he never moo. 1 

And ſhortly to concluden all his wo, 1360 

So mochel ſorwe hadde never creature 

That is or ſhab be while the world may dure. 

His flepe, his mece, his drinke, is him byraft, 

That lene he wer, and drie as is a ſhaft. | 

His eyen holwe, and grifly to behold, 1365 

His hewe falwe, and pale as aſhen cold, 151 

And ſolitary he was, and ever alone, 

And wailing all the night, beet, Nfg Ups > 


. 1346. exiled on bis bed] an kN, INE 
were given © que nul /ur /a r2#e ne sad vancaſt Caller devant.“ 
In v. ii. c. 41, he n erde rg and ſur 
peine de la teſts,” | tet 


1 * ID 
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ane eee era S162 n 
Than wold he wepe; he mighte derbe les. 1370 
do fable webe his ſpirites, and folow; ': 
Aud chagnd@,abenos ee ee ee v4 N 
His eee 5 3199 
And in his gere, for all the world he ſerxd 
Nought only like the lovers maladie 550 1375 
Of Ereos, but cather like mani eee 
Engendred ot humours melancolike, 
Beforne his hel inhäscelle fantaftikee.. + E 
And ſhortly ION, ext Baa 
Both habit and ehe diſpaſitioun 1380 
Ot him, this woful lover Dan ese no i 47 
What ſhuld I all day of his wo endite? 

W han he endured had a yer or two + 
This cruel tormentʒ and this peine and wo, RN 
At Thebes, in. his coutree, as 1 ſaĩd. 1385 
U pon a night in ſlepe as he him laid, 

Him thought how that the winged god Mercury 
Beforne him ſtood, and bad him to be merry. 

His ſlepy yetde in hond he bare upright; n 2504 
An hat he wered upon his heres bright: . 
Arraicd was this god (as he toke kepe): 1 
As he was whan that Arguatokehilepe, 


185 4439] ai 


v. 1358. Sehens bis bed in bis cell} This.js the —_— 
mſ. E. The my. C. i, and HA. read beforn his.owen celle - and | 
chrtyoughrrohavedeen followed u un] 8 


4143122 Ai; . Gj gt : 


22 au 


7 — 
And ſaid him thus; To Ath enk. 
Fhet is moe ſhapen of thy wo un ende ewa 


And with that word Arcite awoke andtert, x395 
Now trewely how ſore that ever me fmert,: 1 


Quod he, to Athenes right now wol I fare: 
Ne for no drede of deth ſhal I not ſpare 
Toft my lady, that I love and ſerve; 1 Ano gu 


In hire preſence I rekke not to ſterve. m_ 
And with that word he caught a gret eee 
And faw that changed was all his colour, E 


And ſaw his vage all in another kind 


An@right anon it ran um ia his mind. L 
That fith his face was ſo disfigured» 2495 


Of maladie the which he had endured, * 
He mighte wel, if that he bare him — 

Live in Athenes evermore unknowe, . 22 
And ſen his lady wel nigh . 1450-1, 7 3A 
And right anon he changed his aray, 140 
And clad him as a poure labour ert. 
And all alone, ſave only a ſquier, Fun 
Wa kc debyieghie abate, + rr it l 
Which was diſguiſed . v9 co862-Srperg ml &f aA 
To Athenes is he gon the nexte way. by s 
And to the tourt he went uphαn a „EA 


And at the gate he proſfſered his "> IF 

To drugge and draw what fo men wold deviſe.” 

And ſhortly of this matere ſor to fayn, 197 

He ſcll in affics with a chamberlain, 452 


run KNICHTES TALL | * 
The which that poo Pats, enen 2 b# A 
For he was wiſe; and coude ſone eſpie 
Of every ſervent which that ſerved hire: OJ 887 971 
Wel coude he hewen wood, and water here, 
For he was yonge and mighty for the nones, 1423 
And therto he was ſtrong and big of bones 
To don that any wight can him deviſ ge. 
A yere or two he was in this ſer vice, 
Page of the chambre of Emelie the brigilt, 
And Philoſtrate he ſayde that he hight. 1430 
But half fo wel beloved a man as be 

Ne was ther enen gebn 46a ye ners nd 


- - \ 


He was ſo gentil of conditioun, Jowybo, . 
That thurghout all the court Was his renoun. · 
They ſayden that it were a charite Tia 


That Theſeus wold enhaunſen — be boos D 
And putten him in worſhipful ſer vice 
Ther as he might his vertues eterciſmeee 
And thus within a while his name is ſpronge 
Both of his dedes and of his good tonge, 1440 
That Theſeus hath taken him ſo ner 
_> of his chambre he 1 {quie! 23 i! \ et 


ws 3 Phil: frace) In The det, Arcite takes the name 
of Pentheo. See the Diſcourſe, tc. p. 186. THe name of Phi» 
loſtrate might be ſuggeſted to-Chaucer either by/Boccace's | 
poem entitled Philofrato, or by The Decameron, in which ane 
of the characters is ſo called. In The Midſhm. Night's, Dream, 
of which the principal ſubject is plainly taken from this Tale, | 


XPhilpſtrate is alſo introduced asa favourite fervant. of Thee | | 
ſcus, and matter of his ſports. | 


to TAX KNIGHTES TALE. 
And gavehinrgvltto mainteine his PAS 
And eke men eee >} 2 
Fro yere to yerefubprively his rent; r 106 ; 
But honefdyiand fleiphly he it ſp ent: 
That no pan wood hw th he i ade, 
And thre yere in chi wiſe his lifhe ladde, 
And bare him u in pees and eke in werre 
Ther n' as no min that Theleushath d. y a 
And in this bhiſſe let now Arcite,/ 1 
Amdiſpeke I walt Pdlamionialites 
ln derkeneſſe and horrible and ſtrong e 
This ſeven yere hat h ſitten Palamon. 
Forpined, what for love and for diſtreſſ. * 
Who ſeleth double forwe and hevineſſe 2 
But Palamon ? that love diftraineth ſo, 
That wood out of his „ eee 
And eke cherta he isn priſonere 5 erf by 
Perpetuell, not only for a „. 1460 
Who: coude time in Engliſh proprely lor 2002 Lo 
2s martivdadborbeglyitariniort; - | 
Therfore | paſſe awlightlyas'l may. A 
It fell that in the ſeventh yere, in Max Fs 
The thridde night, (as olde bokes ſa 1465 
That all this ſtorie tellen more nend 085 
| Were it by avemtereordeſiinee, | 
(As whan a thing is ſhapen it ſhal be 
That ſave after the midnight Palamon, | 
By helping of a frend; brake his priſon, 1470 


TYP RNICHT E 
And fleeth the cite faſte as he may go, 
For he had yeven drinke be ee e H 
Of a clarre made of a certain vine, 
With narcotikes and opie of Thebes fine. 
That all the night though that men old him ſhake; 
The gailer flept, he mighte not awake: 13476 
And thus he fleeth as faſte as ever he ma- 

The night was ſhort, and faſte by the day, 


That nedes coſt he moſte pwr, is lr 
And to a grovefaſte ther beſide + + 5 + er 
With dredful foot than ſtalketh Palamon: 4 
For ſhortly this was his opinion,, l 


That in that grove he wold him hide 5 

And in the night than wold he take his way 

To Thebes ward; his frendes for to preie u 

On Theſeus to helpen him werreiee: (+ 7 

And ſhortly, eyther he wold leſe his li, 

Or winnen Emelie unto his wir. 

This is the effect, and his entente plein. 
Now wol I turnen to Arcite ag ein, __ 

That litel wiſt how neighe was his care, 5 a 

Til that r. ä in the lies; | 


? 
IF 71 | . 118 191707 in me 


"6 1479. That * at The ſenſe of this Hong as. a 
ſtands in the mff. is ſo obſcure that I am inclined to adopt the 
alteration propoſed in G1. Urr. v. Net; **That nedes cat he 
©« moſte himſelven hide; i. e. that he muſt needs caſt or con 
2686; to hide himſelf.— But I find the ſameexprefion in T. ifs 
_- 

*Or neder cofte this thing mote have un Ale. 1 


b. 


r 
— f 

And firy Phebus riſeth up ſo bright, 1105 
— t. 
And v ich his cremes drieth in the greves 
e eee eee een ler 
And Areiteg that ii in the court real ny 
With Theſtus the ſquice principal) wee 
— — K 
Ad for to don his Drum 
— hivdafrg,”../ ; 
He on his courſer, ſterting as the fire, * 
Is rĩddem te the feldes h to pleyy, | 1505 
Out of the court were ii à mile or tweyy © 
By aventure his wu he n to hold. 
To maken him a gerlbud of the greves; 
Were it of nt eee bee wr 
And loud he ſung age the ſonne ſhene/ 1 
| - Kaye, with lun Morea and thy e, 


Right welcometetHoafairefreſhe May, 

I hope that bſome gteut here getten may) 
eee e eee eee 15 15 
Into che grove fot Naffiky he ſterte, n 


And in a path ha. romed up and daun, 
Ther as by aventure: this Palamon 
Was in a buſh, that nd man might him ſe, 


Nothing ne knew heahatittedaAncites: > 455 DAP 
God wot he wald hade tromed it ful hee. 155 
But ſoth n | . 
That ſeld hath eyes, and thewood bath eres. 
It is ful faire a man to ber him een 1623 
For al day meten men atunfetftevents-s bo 
Ful litel wote Atcite of hisiclaw;: | 7 ,- UID! | 4 
That was ſo neigh to herkeniofhis aj, 
For in the buſh he ſitteth now ful ſlil. 3 
Whan that Arcite had ronrediall —Y 
And ſungen all the roundel —— 
Into a ſtudie he ſell ſodenly, a1 4 
As don thefe lovers in hir 3 | 
Now in the crop, and now down in — [1 
Now up, no donn, as boket in a well. 1353 
Right as the Friday, ſothly for to te lll. 
Now fhineth it,nd.now ir raineth fall; au T2054 28 
Right ſo can gery Venus overcaſt | 
The hertes of hire folk, right as hire oy | 5 
Is ger full, right ſo changeth ſhe aray · | 2540 | 
Selde is the Friday allthe-weke-ylike. - 5 
Whan Arcite * yionge, he ano ke, 


3 


= 
= — 2 a 
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*. . eee 
is quoted in mf. Bod. James, n. 6, p. 16T; “ Campus aver 
lumen, et habet nemus autis icbmem * 
V. 1537. Now ſhineth it, and now] I have printed tis line 
ſo upon the credit of edit. M. which profeſies to follow mi. 
1 hoꝰ perhaps we might ſaſely read with my. 4. Now itte ſhineth | 
) no -tte may have been a diſſyllable formerly as ee. 


1 * 
. 


= Tun KMC TTS TALE. ; 


And ſet him doun withouten any more: 
Alas! (quod he] the day that I was bore! 
How longe, Juno thurgh thy cruelte 13545 
Wilt thou werreien Thebes the cite??? 
Alas! ybrought is to confuſion nn 
The blood real of Cadme and Amphion: 

Of Cadmus, which that was the firſte man 
That Thebes built, or firſte the toun begun, 0 __ 
And of the cites firſte was crouned king, 


Qftis linage am I, and his ofspring 
By veray line, as of the ſtok read; 
And now l am fo caitif and ſo thral, Toe 
That he that is my mortal ene 1355 


I ſerve him as his ſquĩer poureaxy,. g.. 

And yet doth juno me wel more ſname, 

For I dare not beknowe min owen name, 

But ther as | was wont to highte Arcite, 

Now highte [ Philoſtrat not worth a mite. 1560 

Alas ! thou fell Mars, alas! thou Juno, 5 

uus hath your ire our linage all fordo, 

Save only me and wretched Palamon, + 

That Theſeus martiteth in priſon. t Fs 

And over all this, to {len me utterly, 1565 

Love hath his firy dart ſo brenaingly Fg, 

Yſtiked thurgh my trewe careful hert, 

That ſhapen was my deth erſt than mry ſhert. 

Ye flen me with your eyen Emelig; 875 © 

Ye ben iþe cauſe wherfore that i die. 1370 
2 , | 


Of all nn ? TTY Fa 
Ne ſet 1 not the mountance of a tare, 18 
So that ut dun ought . a 1 5 
And with that word he fell doun in a trance 

A longe time, and after ward up ſtorte· 1374 
This Palanon, thatthoughtaburghoue his hene | 
He felt a calde {werd-ſodenly glide; - 1K 
For ire he quoke, no lenger wolde he hide: 

And han that he had herd Arcites tale, 
As he were wood with face ded and pale, 1580 
He ſterte him uꝑ out ef the buſhes thik e 
And ſayde; Falſe Axcite, falſe traitour wicke, 
Now art thou hent, that loveſt my lady ſo, 

For whom that I have all this peine and wo, g 
And art my blood, and to my conſeil ſworn, 1583 
As I ful oft have told thee herebeforn, | : 
And haſt beiapedihere Duk Theſcus, 
And-falſely-changed haſt thy name thus; 

wol be des, or elles thou ſhalt die: Tf, 
Thou ſhalt not love my lady Emelie, 1390 
Put I wol love hire only and no mo, 
For | am Palamon thy mortal fo. | 

And though that I nowepen have in this place, 

But out of priſon am aſtert by grace, 


] drede nought chat eyther thou ful die l 1595 | 


Or thou ne ſhalt nat loven Emelie: 's 
Cheſe which thou wolt, for thou ſhalt wang 
This Arcite, tho with ful EE ane, 
Folume II. H 


f 
| 


— 


6  _.THENICUHTES TALE. 


Whan he him knew, and e eee 

As fers as a leon pulled out a ſwerd, EA 4 
And ſayde thus; By God that ſitteth above, 
N'ere it that thou art ſike and wood for love, 
And eke that thou no wepen haſt in this place, 
Thou ſhuldeſt never out of this grove pace, 

That thou ne ſhuldeſt dien of min hond; 160g 
For | deſie theſuretee and the bond | 
Which that thou ſaiſt that I have made to thee. 
What! veray fool, thinke wel that love is free, 

And I wol love hire maugre all thy might. | 
But far thou art a worthy gentil knight, 1610 
And wilneſt to darraine hire by bataille, 0 
Ha ve here my trouth, to- morwe 1 will a 
Withouten weting of any other wight; 

That here | wol be founden as a knight, 

And bringen harneis right ynough for thee, 1615 
And cheſe the beſte, and leve the werſte for me: 
And mete and drinke this night wol I bring 
Vnough for thee, and clothes for thy bedding; 

And if ſo be that thou my lady win, 

And ſle me in this wede, ther l am in, 1620 
Thou maiſt wel have thy lady as for me. 

This Palamon anſwerd, | grant it thee: 
Ani thus they ben departed til a morwe, 
Whan eche of hem hath laid his ſaith to borwe. | 
O Cupide! out of alle charitee, 1625 

O regne] that wolt go {claw have with thee, - 


«© eo ( Mods 


* 


| TREAENIGHTES TALE? 

Ful ſoth is ſayde, that love ne lordſhip + fo 

 Wol nat his thankes have no felawſhip. 7 

Wel finden that Arcite and Palamon 
Arcite is ridden anon unto the toun, 1630 

And on the mor we, or it were day light, , 

Ful prively two harneis hath he dight, 

Both ſuffiſant and mete to darreine 

The bataille in the feld betwix hem tweine 

And on his hors, alone as he was borne, - 1635 

He carieth all this harneis him beforne; : Hf 

And in the grove, at time and place yſette, 

This Arcite and this Palamon ben mette. 

Tho changen gan the colour in hir face, it 96654 

Right as the hunter in the regne of Trace 1640 

That ſtondeth at a gappe with a ſpere, + 5 

Whan hunted is the lion or the bere, - 

And hereth him come ruſhing in the greves, 

Aud breking bothe the boughes and the leves, + 

And thinketh here cometh my mortal enemy, 4 

Withouten faile he muſt be ded or I; 

For eyther I mote ſlain him at the gappe, 

Or he mote ſlen me if that me miſhappe. ' 


F. 1628. his thankes)] With his good will. See alfo ver. 2100, 
5854. and ver. 2116, hir tbankes, with their good will. 80 in 
the Sax. Chron. p. 243, ſume here thantes, and ſume here 
e unthantes;“ aligui libenter et aliqui ingratis. 

v. 1644. And breting] The inſſ. all read breteth. But it is 
more likely, I think, that the firſt tranſcriber thould have made 
a miſtake in that word than that, Chaucer ſhould n offended. 
ſo unneceſſarily againſt grammar. Wie 8 5 | 

H ij | 


= 


88 


So ferden they in changing oſ hir hewe/, 
As fer as eythet of hem other knew. 6. 
Ther nas no good day, ne no ſaleing; 
Butiſtreit withouten ; 
Everich of hem hape: to armen ia; I i550 * 
As frendly as he wetekis'owen hrother r: 
Aud afrer thatwith-ſharpe ſperesftrong | 1655 
They ſoineden et he at other Wonder long. 
_ Fhou mighteſt wenen that this Palamon 
In his fighting wert as a wood leona, 
And as a ernel tigre was Ar cite: : | 
As wilde bores gan they togeder ſmite, 1666 
That frothen white as fome for ite wood. 
Ap to the anele ſoughte they in hir blood? 
And in this wiſe biet hem fighting dw ene! 
And forth | wol of Fheſeus youtelle. | 

The deſtinee, miniſtre general, © 166g. 
That execureth in the world over al! $4. 
The purvciuncethat'God hath ſen beforne, 
So ſtrong it is, eee 


The contrary of wthing by ya or nay, | 
Yet ſowtimeitaltfalien on a day: 1670 


V. 1658. I bb were as} 15 has heenitiferred for the 
ſake of the mette, but i am not ſatisſteti with it- Perhaps we 
ſhou!dread igt inge, and pronounce the finale. In the Saxon, 
verbals of this ſorm are ſaid to terminate in antes inge, onge, 
unge. Hick#s, GY. A. e. 3. xvii 

"Fs e 1.3 80 in The The/eida; l. 1 
l M come nut vegian venir in hora 
Coſſz che in mille anni non aviene.. * 
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THE'ENICHTES TALEZ 


TAE-RNIGHTES TADLE7 | 
That falleth nat efte in a thouſand yer 
For eertainly our appetites here 
Be it of werre, or pees, or hate, or love, * 
All is this ruled by the fight above. 122 
This mene I now by mighty Theſeus, 167 
That for to hunten is ſo defirous, s 
And namely at the grete hart in May, 

That in his bed ther daweth him no day f 

That he n'is clad, and redy fortearde: i: 5 5 15:4 
With hunte and horne, and houndes him beſide; 1680 

For in his hunting hath he ſwiche delite, 

That it is all his joye and appetite 

To ben himſelf the grete harts bane; 

For aſter Mars he ferveth now Diane. 62 

Clere was the day, as I have told or this, 1683 

And Theſeus, with alle joye and blis, FT 
With his Ipolita, the fayre quene, 

And Emehe, yclothed all in grene, 

On hunting ben they ridden really: 1 

And to the grove, that ſtood ther faſte by, 1690 

> 


In which ther was an hart as men him told, 

Duk Theſcus the ſtreite way hath hold, 

And to the launde he rideth him ſul right, 

Ther was the hart ywont to have his flight, 
And over a brooke, and ſo forth on his wey. 1693 


This duk wol have a cours at him or twyx 
With houndes, ſwiche as him Juſt to commaunde- 
And when this duk was comen to the launde, -4 


H ij * | 


* 


90 run wNenrrs TALE; 

Under the ſonne he loked, and anoen RE 

He was ware of Areite and Pulamon. 1c 

That foughtewbreme, as it were bolles two 

The brighte ſwerdes enten to and fro 

So hidouſly that with the leſte ſtrokke 

It ſemed that it wolde felle an-oke; 

But what they weren nothing he ne wote: 1705 

This duk his courſer with his ſporres ſmote, 

And at a ſtert he as betwix hem two, 

And pulled out a ſwerd and cried, Ho! 

No more, up peins of leſing of your hed; 

By mighty Mars he ſhal anon be dec 1710 

That ſmiteth any ſtroke that I may ſen! 

But telleth me what miſtere men ye ben, 

That ben ſo hardy for to fighten here 

Withouten any juge or other officere, * 

As though it were in liſtes really. 1715 
This Palamon anſwered haſtily e 

And ſaide; Sire, what nedeth wordes mo? 

We have the deth deſerved bothe two: 

Two woſul wretches ben we, two caiti ves, 

That ben accombred vf our owen lives, 1720 

And as chou art a rightful lord and juge 

Ne ye ve us neyther mercie ne refuge; 

Aud ſie me firſi for ſeinte charitee, 

But fle my felaw cke as wel as me; 


*. 1715 As thovrh it were) The beſt ml. "Bee Pb 
in a !ifer—which | ata See before, ver. 1014, on 


TEPENICUTES'TALYL 91 
Or ile him firſt, for choogh thou inen Flite 1525 
This is thy mortal fu, this is Arcite: of gn Ha hu 
That fro thy lond is baniſhed on his hed” , 
For which he hath deſer bed to be ded j 
Tor this is he that eame unto thy gate, "1 nova a0t4 
And ſayde that he highte Philoſtrate. 2730 
C ba 
And thou haſt maked him thy chief een 
And this is he that loveth Emelie.. '- +7 Se 
© rer ith thedlay come that I hal de TT | 


I make plainly my conſeſſion, el fl e 
That I am thilke woful Palamponmn 
That hath thy prcon broken wilflly SST FE} 


That loveth ſo hot Emetie the bright, 
That I old dien preſent in hire fight, 1740 
Therfore I axe deth and my iewiſes” - | A's hos 
But fle my felaw in the ſame wiſe, © 

For both wet have defetved to be fla. 


© This worthy duk atfwerdanon again 
And ſayd, This is a ſhort concluſion ; 1745 
Your owen mouth, by your confeflion, 


Hath damned you; and I wol it recorde go 
It nedeth not to peine you with the cords: 
Ye {ful be ded by mighty Mars the Rede. N 

The quene anon for vetay womanhede «1756 


EF. 7 --; ; 


e 1 vail C154, «en wes — * e 
celle cauſe furent faites. F is 
the old expreſnion for or. 


| 


Tun ENIGHTES TALE: 


Gan for to wepe, and ſo did Emelie,, 7 7 oh 
And all the ladies in the compagnie.. 
Gret pite was it, as it thought hem alle, 

That ever ſwiche a chance ſhulde befalle, # 194 
For gentil men they were of gret eſtat, 1755 
And nothing but for love was this debatz;  _ 
And ſawe hir blody woundes wide and ſore, 
And alle criden bothe leſſe and more, | 

Have mercie Lotd upon us wimmen alle, & 
And on hir bare knees adoun they falle, 1760 
And wold have kiſt his feet ther as he ſtood. 
Till at the laſt aſlaked was his mood; 

(For pitee renneth ſone in gentil herte) 

And though he firſt for ire quoke and ſterte, | 
He hath conſidered ſhortly in a clauſe 1765 
The treſpas of hem both, and eke the cauſe; - | 
And although that his ire hir gilt accuſed, 

Yet in his reſon he hem both excuſed; 

As thus; he thoughte wel that every man 
Wol heipe himſelf in love if that he can, 1770 
And eke deliver himſelſ out of priſon: . - 
And cke his herte had compaſion 

Cf wimmen, for they wepten ever in on, 

And in his gentil herte he thoughte anon, ; 
And ſoft unto himſelf he fayed; Fie 1774 
Upon a lord that wol have no mercie, 


F. 1749. Mars the rede} So below, ver. 1971. Boccace has 
given Mars the ſame epithet in the opening of his Theſeida 1 
2 — rubicoado Marte. 


THE'RNICHTES TALES 
But be a leon both in word and dede / 
To hem that ben in repentance and dre, he 
As wel zs to aprondwifptoys man eck 
That wol maintemen tharthefirſt began 1780 
That lord hath lebofdifertticknnn 0 10D 
Thãt in ſwiche eas can ns diviſonn 
But weigheth pride ee reg egg 19977 962 
Aod ſhortly whan his ire ĩs thus agon DO NY 
He gan to loken up with eyen light, ue 
And ſpake theſe ſame wordes all on e. + : 425% 
The god of Love, a bee? 11 e | 
How mighty and how grete lord is he? 
Again his mightthes eldewnouobidaties!:: 4s b 
He may be cleped a God for this miracles, 1750 
For he can mak en at his oven giſ e 
Ofererich herte as that im liſt deviſe; © : 
Lo here this Artite and this Palamon, . 
That quitely weren ont of my priſon n 
And might have lied in Thebes really, 1793 
And weten Lam hir mortal enemy noon nn 
Av@that hir dettr lithꝭ᷑ in my migbe alſou . 
And yet hath ſove, maugre hir eyen tw. “W 
v brought hem hither bothe for to die a 
Now loketly is not this awheigh folie? 1800 
Who may heels Gahran Bf ee 5 nie] NK. 
Beh6ld:for:Godens ſalee t hut ſitteth abs, 
Se how they-blede! be they not wel araicedꝰ 
Thus hath hir lord, Na i 


A111 4 2.465 31809 ens A» D 
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LY THE KNIGHTES TALE. 


Hir wages, and hir fees for hir ſervice, 180 
And yet they wenen for to be ful wiſe | 
That ſerven Love for ought that may befalle, 

And yet is this the beſte game of alle, 

That ſhe for whom they have this jolite 

Con hem therfore as mochel thank as me. 1810 
She wot no more of alle this hote fare, | 
By God, than wot a cuckow or an hare, 

But all mote ben aſſaied hote or cold; 

A man mote hen a fool other yonge or old; 

I wot it by myſelf ful yore agon, 1815 
For in my time a ſervant was Ion; | 
And therfore ſith 1 know of loves peine, 

And wot how fore it can a man deſtreine, 

As he that oft hath ben caught in his las; 

1 you foryeve all holly this treſpas, 122820 
At requeſt of the quene that kneleth here, 

And eke of Emelie, my ſuſter dere, 

And ye ſhul hothe anon unto me ſwere 

That never mo ye ſhul my contree dere, 1 
Ne maken werre upon me night ne day, 1823 
But ben my frendes in alle that ye may. St 

I you foryeve this treſpas every del. {4 
Andrthey him ſware his axing fayr and wel, 

And him of lordſhip and of mercie praid, 

And he hem granted grace, and thus ke ſaid : 1830 


*. 1817. Andl ther fore) lmitated from The gat, Ry. 1 


A pero che gal inamorato ful 2 = % 
E per amor ſovente folcgiai, 
M'e caro molto il perdonate altrul. 


TAE KNIGHTES TALE. 


To ſpeke of real linage and richefſeg © 
Thaugh that ſhe were a quene or a princeſſe, - -. 
Fche of you bathe is worthy douteles if 
To wedden whan time is, but natheles ii 
ſpeke as for my ſuſter Emelie, | 1835 
For whom ye have this ſtrif and ;aloufies... Bite] 
Ye wot yourſelf ſhe may not wedden two 
At ones, though ye ſighten evermo; £1 
But on of you, al be him loth or _ 26 SOS 
He mot gon pipen in an ivy lefe: - - 1846 
This is to ſay, ſhe may not have you bothe, 3 hte 
Al he ye never ſu jalous ne ſo wrothe. 

And forthy I you put in this degree, reid 
That eche of you ſhall have his deſtinee 1 

As him is ſhape; and herkneth in what wiſe; 2845 
Lo here your ende of that I ſhal deviſe. e 
My will is this for plat concluſion 

Withouten any replication, 

If that you liketh, take it for the beſte, 1. 11-1 
That everich of you ſhal gon wher him leſte 1850 
Freely withouten raunſon or dangere, 4 
And this day fifty wekes, ferre ne nere, 6A 
Everich of you ſhal bring an hundred ee 
Armed for liſtes up at alle rigtes 5 | 
Alle redy to darrein hire by bataille. - 185 | 
And this behete I you withouten faille 
Upon my trouth, and as lam a knight, _ „ 
That whether of you bothe hath that might, 


4 s Es 0 
* * 


6 nn TMDS TALE. 


This is to ſayn, that whether he or thou 

May with his hundred, asl n—Y 4080 
Sle his contrary ar out of liſtes drive, 0 
Him ſhall | yeven Emelie to -F 1ũWe 1 
To whom that Fortupilymiith b Rm pese- 

The liſtes ſnal LI maken in this place, 
And God ſowiſly.on my ſoule rewe, 1865 
As | ſhal even juge ben and trewe. : 13421 | | 
Ye ſhal non other ende with mi malen 

That on of you ne ſhal be ded or taken 

And if you thihketh this is Nel yſaid. 
Saith your avis, and holdeth you apuid:: 1870 
This is your ende and yout concluſion. 

Who loketh lightly. row-but Palamon? 

Who ſpringeth up ſor joye but Arcite - 

Who coud it tell, or who cout it endite, 

The joye that is maked in the place 5 . 
Whan Theſeus hath don fo fayre a grace? 
But doun on knees went every manere wight, 
And thanked him with all hir hertes might, 

And namely theſe Thebanes often ſith. 

And thus with good hupe and with herte blith 1880 
They taken hir leve, and home ward gan . 
To Thebes, with his olde walles wide. 

I trowe men wolde deme it dune 
If | foryete totellen the diſpence 


v. 1861. Sle his vontrary] The terms in The Theſeida are 


fimply— —— 
Chi Valtra parte caccera di fuore 
Fer iorta d'arme, mar. to li f. 


THE.ENIGHTES TALE: 


Of Theſeus, that goth ſo-beſily 1+ 132383 
To maken up the liſtes really 
That ſwiche &-noble theatre as it wass 
I dare wel ſayn in n CUTIES {> 
The circuite a mile was aboute | 2322-71006. © 


Walled of ſtone, and diched all bee bn 5 
Round was the ſliape, in wagnereofalconipat” 

Ful of degrees, the hight of ſixty pas, 

That whan a man was ſet on 6 degree it 
He letted not his felaw for to fee. 2 1, 
Eſtward ther ſtood a gate of marbhel white," ++ 1895 
Weſtward right ſwiche another in th Serra 

And ſhortly to concluden, ſwiche a gh 

Was never in erthe in ſo litel a ſpace, | 
For in the lond ther n'as no craftes mant. 
That geometrie or arſmetrike cat; 108900 
Ne portreiour, ne kerver of images 
That Theſeus ne yaf him mete and wages 

The theatre for to maken and deviſe. 

And ſor to don his rite and facrifice nl 
He eſtward hath upon the gate above. 1905 
In worſhip of Venus goddeſſe of Love, 

Don make an auter and an oratorie, 
Atid weſtward, in the minde and in memorie 


. 1900. arfmetrike] 80 arithmetick was commonly called 
in our ancient language. See below, ver. 7804, and The Se ve /i 
'8ages of Rome, mf. Cotton, Galba. E. ix. ; : 

Geometric and art metrike, | | | 
Fifik and alfo retorike. e „ 
Volume 11, | 


7 


98 THE KNIGHTES TALE. : 


Of Mars he maked hath right ſwiche another, * 
That coſte largely of gold a ſotler: 1910 
And northward, in a touret on the wall, | 
Of alabaſtre white and red corall i © 
An oratorie riche for to ſee, © | 
In worſhip of Diane of chaſtitee, | 5 
Hath Theſeus don wrought in noble wife, 1915 

But yet had I foryetten to deviſe | 
The noble kerving and the portreitures, 
The ſhape, the contenance, of the figures 
That weren in theſe oratories three. 

Firſt in the temple of Venus maiſt thou ſee 19260 
Wrought on the wall, ful pitous to beholde, 
The broken ſlepes, and the ſikes colde, 
The ſacred teres, and the waimentinges 
The firy ſtrokes of the deſiringes, 4 
That Loves ſer vantes in this lif enduren, 1923 
The othes that hir covenants aſſuren. f 
Pleſance and Hope, Deſire, Foolhardineſſe, 
Beaute and Youthe, Baudrie and Richeſſe, 
Charmes and Force, I xfinges and Flaterie, 
Diſpence, Beſineſſe, and Jalouſie, 1930 


F. 1915. Hath Theſeus don wrought} This ſhould rather be 
don <cors. The participle of the paſt tune is put improperly for 
the infinitive mode. But the ſame inaccuracy occurs again in 

"ver, 4591; 
© Theſe marchants ban don franght hir ſhippes newen——ſ 

v. 1920. the temple of lenus] In the deſcription of this temple 
Chaucer has taken very little from Boccace, as he had already 
mſericd a very cloſe imitation of this part of Ihe Theſeida in 


5 oa Ea; Y 


THE ENIGHTES TALE: 


That wered of yelwe goldes a gerlond, © + $ 14 


And hadde a cuckow ſitting on hire SN 4 51068 
Feſtes, inſtruments, and caroles and dances, VF 5; 
Luſt and array, and all the circumſtances - + ©» 
Of Love, which that I reken and reken ſhall, - 1935 
By ordre weren peinted on the wall, N 


And mo than I can make of mention; 
For ſothly all the mount of CEitheron n, 


Ther Veuus hath hire principal dwelling, 


Was ſhewed on the wall in purtreying, 1940 


With all the gardin, and the luſtineſſe: 


Nought was foryetten the porter Idelneſſe, 1 1 


Ne Narciſſus the fayre of yore agon, 
Ne yet the folie of King Salomon, 


Ne yet the grete ſtrengthe of Hercules, 1945 


Th' enchantment of Medea and Circes, 
Ne of Turnus the hardy fiers corage, 
The riche Creſuscaitif in ſervage. 


his Aſemblee of Foules, from ver. 183, to ver. 287. If that poem 


alludes (as I ſuſpeR) to the intended marriage between John 


of Gaunt and Blanche of Lancafter, which took place in 1359, 


it will follow that the poem of Palamon and Arcite muſt 2 
been compoſed after that period. 

N. 1932, And hadde a cuctoto] Hadde is inſerted upon the 
authority of edit. M. Ido not recolled to have found it in 
any mf. 

V. 1942. ebe porter llelncſe] In the AM mb. af F. ver. 261, 


Richeſſe is the porter of Venus; but Idelneſſe, Dame Oyſcuſe, 


icsthe nere of the Jardin de Deduit. Rom. de 1a R. 645. 
ei 26 HL 


- 


! 


100 THE ANIGHTES TALE. 


Thus may ye ſeen that wiſdom ne richeſſe, 
Beaute ne ſleighte, ſtrenghte ne hardineſſe, 2950 
Ne may with Venus holden:champartie, | 
For as hire liſte the world may ſhe gie. 

Los all theſe falk fo — hits Jas .- 
— i they for wo ful oſtem ſuid Alas! 
Sufficeth here epfamples on or two, 1955 
And yet l coude reken a thouſand mo. 

The ſtatur of Venus, glorious ese x 
Wasmaked fleting in the large ſee, | 
And fro the naveldoun all covered was 
With waves grene, and bright as any gl. 1960 
A citole in hire right hand hadde the, 

And on hire hed, ful ſemely ſor to ſee, 

A ryſe gerlond ſresſh and wel ſmelling, 

Above hire hed hire doves flecke ring: 

Before hire ſtooq hire ſone Cupido, 1965 
Upon his ſhoulders winges had he two, | 
And blind he was, as it is often ſene; 

A.bow.he bare and arwes bright and kene. 

Why ſhulde I not as wel eke tell you all 
The purtreiture 1 that was upon the wall 1970 
Within the temple of mighty Mars the Rede? 

All peinted was the wall in length and brede 

Like to the eſtres of the griſly place 

That highte the gret temple of Mars in Trace, 
In thilke colde and froſty region, 1975 
Ther a8 N his ſovereine manſion. 


— 


THE ENIGHTES TALE. 


Firſt on the wall was peinted a foreſt, t,, 
In which ther wonneth neyther man ne beſt, 
With knotty knarry barrein trees old 4 Bi 
Of ſtubbes ſharpe and hidous to behold. 1980 
In which ther ran a romble and a ſwough, 1 
As though a ſtorme ſhuld breſten every bough; 
And dounward from an hill under a bent 
Ther ſtood the temple of Mars Armipotent, | 
Wrought all of burned ſtele, of which th* entree 1 98 | 
Was longe and ſtreite, and ghaſtly for to ſee; | 
And therout came a rage and ſwiche a viſe 
That it made all the gates for to riſe. 

The northern light in at the dore ſhone, x 
For window on the wall ne was ther none 1990 
Thurgh which men mighten any light diſcerne: 
The dore was all of athamant eterne, | 
Yclenched overthwart and endelong 

With yren tough, and for to make ir ſtrong, /- 
Every piler the temple to ſuſtene | 1995 
Was tonne-gret, of yren bright and ſnene. 

Ther ſaw I firſt the derke imagining 
Of Felonie, and alle the compaſſing; 

The cruel ire, red as any glede, | 
The pikepurſe, and eke the pale drede, ⁊oco 


v. 1977.] I thall throw together a few lines of The Thelei- 
da which Chaucer has plainly copied in this deſcription; 


Ne v'era befiia ancora ne paſlore 
Cerri—=Nodofi, aſpri, rigidi e Vet uſt jnn—n— 
E le porte eran de cterno adamante | 


| Ferrato d'ogni parte tutte quante. FATS 
ij 


— 
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| The ſmiler wich the knif under the cloke, 
The ſhepen brenuing with the blake _— 
The treſon of the mordring in the bedde, 
The open werre, with-woundes all bebledde; ONES 
Conteke with blody knifand ſharp manace: 20cg. 
All futlkof chirking was that ſory place. 
The ſleer of himſelf yet faw I there, 
His herte blood hath bathed all his here; 
Nhe baile ydriven in the ſhode on hight, 
The colde deth, with mouth gaping upright. - 2010 
Amiddes of the temple ſate Miſchance, 
With difcomfort and fory contenance; 
Yet ſaw | Woodneſſe laughing in his rage, 
Armed Complaint,'Outhees, and fiers Outrage; 
The carraine in the buſh; with throte ycorven, 2015 
A thouſand flain; and not of qualme yſtor ven; 
The tirant, with che prey by force yraft; 
The toun deftroied, ther was nothing laft: 
F. 1999. The cruz! ire} From F 


Vide vi le ire foſſe come focho 
E la paurz palida in qui locho. 


The pikepurſe (1 am ſorry td ſay) is Chaucer's own. 

F. 2002. The ſhepen] The ſtable, from the Sax. ſcypen, 
which ſignifies the ſame thing. The tranſlator of Bede renders 
ad fabula jumentorum—to feata ſcypene. B. iv. c. 24. 
. 2014. Outhegs} Outcry, from buteſ um, à term wellknown 
in our law. This line has uſually been printed—— _ 

Armed complaint on theft and bers cor age. 

v. 2019. the /hippes boppeſeres] It is needleſs to trouble the 
reader with the various readings and interpretations of this 
pailage. To hope, in Saxon, fignified exactly the ſame as to 
dance, though with us it has acquired a ludicrous ſenſe; and 

6 1 


TRE KNIGHTES TALE; " 


Yet ſaw T brent the ſhippes hoppeſteres, 

The hunte yſtrangled with the wilde . a0 
The ſow ſreting the child right in the cradel, 
The coke yſcalled for all his long ladel ? 
Nought was foryete hy thꝰ in fortune of Marte 
The carter overridden with his carte; | 


Under the wheel ful low he lay adoun. © 204g. 


Ther werealſo.of Martes diviſion: i 

Th' armerer aud the bowyer, and the ſmith, 

That forgeth ſharpe ſwerdes on his ſtith; 

the termination re dt er was uſed to denote a female, like 
trix in Latin. As therefare a female, baker was called a, bake 
nter, a female brewer a brewefter, a female webbe or weaver. 
, a webbetter, ſo, 1 conceive, 2 female hopper or dancer way 
called an boppefer.. It is well known that a ſhip. in moit lan- 


guages, is conſidered as a ſemale.· Though the idea of 2 ſhip 
dancing on thg waves WE not an unpoetical one, the adjun& 


hoppefters does not ſeem fo proper li in this NI as the MEL 82s 


of The Theſeida, l. vn. 


vole an ene 


In another reſpect Chaucer has improved upon his original, 


by repreſenting the ſhips on fire. It thould be obſerved that 


the principal circumſtances in Boccace's deſcription. , of this 


terple of Mars are copied from Statius, |. vii. 


F. 2020. The Hunte] The buntſman, from the Sax. bunta. See 
before, ver. 1680, and below, ver. 2630. I know not what to 


think of the tuo following lines. Was Chaucer ſerious, or did, 
he mean, in this and ſome, other, fimilar pafſages, to ridicule 
the minute and often incongruous deſcriptions of the old ro- 
mancers2. The lines are in all the mſſ. 

F. 2027. T armerer and the bowyer] The editions, and 
all the mf. except Dr. Aſkgw's, read—The barbour and the 
bocher. I was glad to avail myſelf ofthe authority c of thoſe ty 


4 
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And all above depeinted in a tour 


Saw I a Conquell, ſitting in gret * . 


With thilke ſharpe ſwerd over his hed 
Yhanging by a ſubtil twined thred. 
Depeinted was the flaughter of Julius, 
Of gret Nero and of Antonius : 

All be that thilke time they were undorne, 
Yet was hir deth depeinted ther beforne, 
By manacing of Mars, right by ſigure, 
So was it ſhewed in that purtreiture _ 
As is depeinted in the cercles above, 
Who ſha! be flaine or elles ded for love. 
Sufficeth on enſample in ſtories olde; 


I may not reken hem alle though I wolde. 


The ſtatue of Mars upon a carte ſtood 


Armed, and loked grim as he were wood, 


And over his hed ther ſhinen two figures 
Of ſterres that ben cleped in ſcriptures, 
That on Puella, that other Rubeus. 

This god of Armes was araied thus; 

A wolf ther flood!beforne him at his fete 
With eyen red, and of a man he cte: 


* 


o * . 


2030 


ac35 


2040 


2045 


2050 


ml. to inſert the armerer inftead of the berbour, and in con · 
ſequence of that emenCgation I have ventured {from conjec- 


ture only) to ſubſtitute the boxwyer for the bocher. 


v. 2031. With thilte /harpe fererd) Thilke is from conjec- 
ture only. The mff. read the. Sharpe is a diſſyllable in other 
places. See ver. 2028, 2605, 9033.----In the next line I _— 


alſo put bang ing initead of banging. 


\ 
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With ſubtilpenſil peinted was thisforieg:1-' | 
In redouting aſ . Mate: aud oſ his glories. JETT 
Now to the-temple of Diaueſthe cha 
To tellen you of the dvſcxiptidun, - 2055 
Depeinted by the. walles up and doun, | 
Of hunting and aſ ſhamefaſt chaſtitee. ::: 1 
Ther ſaw | how mu Califtope, - | 
Whan that Diane agttvedWwas-with here, | 
Was turned fror a womanitil a here, 206 
And after was ſhe made the lodeſterre : 
Thus was it peiated, I can ſay no ſerre: 
Hire ſone ãs cke a ſtexre as men may ſce. 
Ther ſaw I Dane ytumed til a tre, ET 
mene not hire the goddefie Diane, ⁊2c65 
But Peneus daughter; which that highte Dane. 
Ther ſaw I Atteon antart-ymaked, : | - | 
For vengeance that he ſa Diane all naked: 
ſaw how that his haundes have him caught. 
And ſreten him ſor that they knew him naught. 
Yet peinted as ailiteh forthecmare 2071 
How Athalatite bunt&d the wilde hore, 75 
And Meleagre, anil maay another mo., 
For which Diane wroighte hem cate and Wo. 
Ther ſaw | many another Wonder ſtorie, 2075 
The which me:lifte nat-drawen;to memories. e. 
» This goddeſſe on an hart ſul heye ſete 
With ſmale houndes all aboute hire fete, 


106 "THE ENIGHTES TALE) 
And undernethe hire feet ſhe hadde a mon, 
Wexing it was, and ſhulde wanen fone. 2080 
In gaudy grene hire ſtatue clothed was, | 
With bow in hond, and arwes in a cas. 
Hire eyen caſte ſhe ful low adoun, 
Ther Pluto hath his derke regioun. | 
A woman travailling was hire beforne, 285 
But for hire childe ſo longe was unborne | 
Ful pitouſly Lucina gan ſhe call, LES 
And ſayed; Helpe, for thou mayeſt beſte of all. 
Wel coude he peinten lifly that it wrought, 
With many a florein he the hewes E 28 
Now ben theſe liſtes made, and Theſeus | 
That at his grete coſt arraied thus 
The temples, and the theatre everidel,- 
Whan it was don him liked wonder wel. 
But Rint I wol of Theſeus a lite, 2095 
And ſpeke of Palamon and of Arcite. | 
The day approcheth of hir returning, 
That everich ſhuld an hundred knightes bring, 
The bataille to darreine, as I you told; 5 
And til Athenes hir covenant ſor to hold, 21c0 
Hath everich of hem brought an hundred — 
Wel armed for the werre at alle tighte. 
And ſikerly, ther trowed many a man 
That never ſithen that the world began, | 
As for to ſpeke of knighthood of hir hond, 2105 
As fer as God hath maked ſee and lond, - 4 


In ENIGHTES TALE, 107 
N'as of ſo ſewe ſo noble a compag nim; 


For every wight that loved chevalrie, 
And wold his thankes han arenen En 
Hath praied that he might ben of that game, 2110 
And wel was him that therto choſen was, 
For if ther fell to-morwe ſwiche a cas, 
Ye knowen wel that every luſty knight 
That loveth par amour, and hath his might, 
Were it in Englelond or elleſwher, © 2115 
They wold hir thankes willen to be ther. | 
To fight for à lady, a benedicite / 
bh were a luſty ſighte for to ſe. pa | 

And right ſo ferden they with "ER | | 
With him ther wenten knightes many on 2120 
Som wol ben armed in an habergeon, 
And in a breſt plate, and in a gipon; 2 
And ſom wol have a pair of plates large, 
And ſom wol have a Pruce ſheld or a targe; 
Som wol ben armed on his legges wele, 2125 
And have an axe, and ſom a mace of ſtele. 
Ther n'is no newe guiſe that it n' as old. 
Armed they weren as I have you told 
. Everich after his opinion. 

Ther maiſt thou ſe coming with Palamon 21 130 
Licurge himſelf, the grete King of Trace; 
Blake was his berd, and manly was his face ; 


v. 2128. Armed they weren] This is upon the — 07 
ed. M. The mſſ. read Ar: ned were they, — 


They — ded, 

Aud like agriffondoked he about.. ne 
With eee ww 2 t1 
His limmes gret, his hraumes hard and ſtronge, 

His ſhouldres dea armeeround and longes 
And as the guiſe Was in his contre, $704 
Ful highe upon a char ebeeld land he, 2140 
With foure white bolles in the trais 
Inſtede of cote armure on his harnais, 

With nayles yelwe, and bright as any gold, 

He hadde a beres ſkin, cole-blake for old. | 
His longe here was kempt behind his bak, 2145 
As any ravenes fether it ſhone for blake. 

A wreth of gald erm-gret, of huge weight, 

Upon his hed ſate:ful-of ſtones bright, 

Of fine rubins arid of digmants.. 

About his char ther wenten white alauns, 2150 
Twenty and · mo, as gret as any ſtere, 

To huntet at the leon ot the dere, 

And folwed him, with moſel faſt hand, 

Colered with malen torettes bled wound. 


v. 2150. alauns] Hans ia the Spanith name of a ſpecies of 
dog which'the dictionaries call a Maſtitf. Sir J.Bouchier's tran(- - 

lation of Froiffart, b. iv. c. 24, * ſoure courſers and tworallans 
* of Spaygne ſayte and good.” , 

v. 2154. torettes] Rather Hole} Wü tl mil. from the Fr. 
touret. which is explained by Cotgrave to ſignify, among other 
things, the tile ring by which a bawke's lune (or leaſh) is faſt · 

1 | 
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An hundred lordes had he in his route 21335 


Armed full wel, with hertes ſterne and how, 
With Arcita; in tories as men find,” 

The gret Emetrius the King of Inde, - [95 a 
| Upon a ſtede bay, trapped in tele, 1h, g 

Covered with cloth of gold diapred wele, 260 
Came riding like the god of armes Mars: 
Hlis cote armure was of a cloth of Tars, | 
| Courhed with perles white, and round, and ny 
His ſadel was of brent gold new ybete; 


A mantelet upon his fhouldres hanging 2165 
Bret-ful cf rubies ted, as fire ſparkling; "Cat 0 
His criſpe here like ringes was yronne, 9 


And that was yelwe, and glitered as the ſonne; 
His noſe was high, his even bright citrin, | 
His lippes round, his colour was fanguin, ” 2470 
A ſewe fraknes in his face yſpreint, [15 (298 
Betwixen yelwe and blake ſomdel ymeint, 

And as a leon he his loking caſte, 

Of five-· and- twenty yere his age 1 cafte; 

His berd was wel begonnen for to e 
His vois was as a Neuf 2. enn : 


enced unto the jeſſes. Mr. Warton has fhewn, by ſeveral quo- 
tations, that torezes were affixed to the collars.of dogs for a + 
milar purpoſe. Hit. of Eng. Pet. p. 364. Our Author ſays that 
« the ringe [of the aſtrolabe] renneth in nee of a rere 
Tr. of A. fol. 891. b. 
. 2171. fraknes] The Sax. word for what ve eig. 
Volume II. K 
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Upon his hede he wered of laurer grelle, 

A gerlond fresſhe and luſty far to 3 A 
Upon his hond he bare for his deduit 
An egle tame, as any lily whit: 2180 
An hundred lordes had he with him bes, 

All armed ſave hir hedes in all hir gere, 

Ful richely in alle manere thinges; 

For truſteth wel that erles, dukes, kinges, . 
Were gathered in this noble compagnie, 2133 
For love and for encreſe of chevalrie. HS 
About this king ther ran on every part 
Ful many a tame leon and leopart. 

And in this wiſe theſe lordes all and ſome 
Ben on the Sonday to the citee come 22190 
Abouten prime, and in the toun alight. | 
This Theſeus, this duk, this worthy knight, 
Whan he had brought hem into his citee, 
And inned hem everich at his degree, 
He feſteth hem, and doth. ſo gret labour 2195 
To eſen hem, aud don hem all honour, 
That yet men wegen that no mannes wit 
Of non eſtat ne cond amenden it. 
The minſtralcie, the ſervice at the feſte; 
The grete yeſtes to the molt and leſte, 2aco 
The riche array of Theſeus paleis, | | 
Ne who ſate firſt ne laſt upon the deis, ; 
What ladies fayreſt ben or beſt dancing, b 
Or which of hem can carole beſt or fing, 


Ne who moſt felingly ſpeketh of love,. ""_ 
What haukes fitten on the perche above, . 
What houndes liggen on the floor 1 | 


Of all this how make Ino mentioun, Si wt] - 


But of the eſſect, that thinketh me . andy 
Now cometh the point, and herkeneth if you leſte. 
The Sonday mght or day began to ſpring, 5 
Whan Palamon the larke herde fing, 
Although it nere not day by houres twWwo . 

Yet ſang the larke, end Palamon right tho 

Wich holy herte, and with an high corage 22157 

He roſe, to wenden on his pilgrimage 11275 

Unto the blisful Citherea benigne, 

I mene Venus, honourable and digne, 
And in hire houre he walketh forth apas itt 


Unto che liſtes, ther hire temple was, 220 


F. 2206. What haute] He alludes to tellowing ec 

tion in Te The/eida, |. vii; 
- L'aula grand d'alti cavalieri F 
Tutta eta piena, e di diverſe gente. H BA. 
lei aveve zugulsti e minitirieri 5 nnn 
diverũ ati copiofamente, 
Tilfalchi, aſtori, falcoui, e ſparavieri, 
Brachi, livreri, e maſtin ver mente, 
; Su el le fldnte e in terra & Elscere, A nd 
Aſſai a quer zentili beiti à vedere. aut 2: 

F. 2219. And in hire Bourr] 1 cannot better uludeste Chaus 
cer's aſtrology than by a qttotation from the old Kalmndrier de 
Berg. edit. t 500, ſign. K H. b.; © Qui ve: ik ſavoir comme ber- 
c giers ſcevent quel planete regne chaſcune beute da jour et 
« de la nuit, doit habe planete du jour qui veult s 'enquerir; 


PALE «Ss 


KG | 
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And doun he kneleth, and with humble chere 
And herte ſore he ſayde as ye ſhul here: 


Fayreſt of fayre, o lady min Venus 
Daughter to Jove, and ſpouſe of Vulcanus, 
Thou glader of the Mount of Citheron! 2225 
For thilke love thou haddeſt to Adon : 


« fuivant. et la tierce pour autre,“ c. in the following or- 
der, viz. Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Venus, Mercury, Luna. 
To apply this doctrine to the prefent caſe. The firſt hour of 
the Sunday, reckoning from ſunriſe, belonged tothe dun, the 
planet of the day, the ſecond to Venus, the third to Mercu- 
ry, c.; and continuing this method of allotment we ſhall 
find that the twenty-ſecond hour al{o belonged to the Sun, 
andthe twenty-third to Venus, ſo that the hour of Venus real- 
ly was, as Chaucer ſays, two hours before ſunriſe of the follow - 
ing day. Accordingly we are told in ver. 2273 that the 
third hour after Palamon ſet out for the temple of Venus the 
ſan roſe, and Emelie began to go to the temple of Diane. It is 
not faid that this was the hour of Diane or the Moon, but it 
really was; fer, as we have juſt ſeen, the twenty-third hour 
of Sunday belonging to Venus, the twenty-fourth muſt be gi- 
ven to Mercury, and the firit hour of Monday falls in courſe to 
the Moon, the preſiding planet of that day. After this Ar- 
cite is deſcribed as walking to the temple of Mars, ver. 2 369, 
in the nexte boure of Marys, that is, the fourth hour of the day. 
it is neceſſary to take theſe words together, for the nexte houre 
ſingly, would ſignify the /zcond hour of the day; but that ac- 
cording to the rule of rotation mentioned above belonged to 
Saturn, as the third did to Jupiter. The fobr tb was the nexte 
houre of Mars that occurred after the hour laſt named. 
T. 2223. Faure of favre} So Palamon in The INES; 


O beila dea, dei bon Vulcan fpoſa, 

Per cui ſe aliegra il monte Citherone, 
Dee i ti priego, che mi ſii pietoſa, 
Per quello amore che portaili ad Adone. 


rur kxienrts PALE. 11 


Have pitee on my bitter teres met: e, 
And take myu humble praiet at thin re 
Alas! | ne have no langage te tel! 


The effecte ne the torment of min den wa 


Min herte may min harmes not bowreyz 71 
I am ſo confuſe that i cannot fay; 7 nn 
But mercy, lady bright! that ee 

My thought, and ſeeſt what harmes that lte: 250 * 
Conſider all this, and rue upon wy ſore,” : 2348 


As willy as I ſhall for evermore * 7811 51 3 war 
Emforth my might thy trewe dean ma wy 
And holdea werre alway with chaſtite 3 94 
That make I min avow fo ye nie helpe, #4 . 

I kepe nought of armes for to yelpe/, 440 
Ne axe | nat ta<morwe to have victoriece˖/ 
Ne renoun in this eas, ne vaine glorie 
Of pris of armes, blowen up and doun 
But I wold have fully poſſeſſioun Sera bir 
Of Emelie, and die in hire ſerviſe: ws 
Find thou the manere how, and in wie wiſe. 

I rekke not but it may better be 
To: have victorie of hem or they of ne \ 


So that | have my lady in min armes; Di 50 1- 
For though ſo be that Mars is god of — 1250 


And again, [See below, ver. 2240.3 


Io non te cbegio in arme aver victoria 
Io cercho ſuyla Emilia, la qual poi 


Donarmi, Dea, ſe donar la mi voi. | * FLY „ 
It modo trova tu, ch'io nen ne care Len 


O cio ta viato, o ch io ſia vincitore. 
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Voor vertueis ſo grete in heven above; 
That if yen liſte I ſhal wel have my love. POT. 
Thy temple wol worſhip evermo, ö 
Aud on thin auter, wher I ride or go, 5 


4 


I wol don ſecrifice, and fires bete. 225 
And if ye wol not ſo, my lady ſwete h Ie | 
Than pray l you to- morwe with a ſpere 
That Arcita me thurgh the herte here; 


Than rekke | not whan I have loſt my lif 


Though that Arcita win hire to his wif. 2260 
This is the eſfecte and ende of my praĩiere, 


- Yeve me my love thou blisfullady dere! 


Whan the oriſon was don of Palamon - , 
His ſacriſice he did, and that anon, Sh Sina tab 
Full pitouſly, with alle circumſtances, 2265 
All tell I not as now his obſervances. 
But at the laſt the ſtatue of Venus ſhoke, - ; 
And made a ſigne wherby that he toke 


Phat his praiere accepted was that day; 


For though the ſigna ſhewed a delay, 2270 

Y<t will he wel that granted was his bone, 

And with glad herte he went him home ful ſone. 
The thridde houre inequa! that Palamon 

Began to Venustemple for to gon 


7. 2273. be thridde houre inegual] In the aſtrological ſyſtem 
the day (from ſunriſe to ſunſet) and the night (from ſunſet to 
ſunriſe) being each divided into twelve hours, it is plain that 
the hours of the day and night were never equal except juſt at 
the equinoxes. The hours attributed to the planets were of 
this unequal ſort. See Kalendrier de Berg. loc. cit. and our Au- 


thor's Treatife on the Aſtrolabe. 


PRERNIGHTES FAIRY 117 


Up roſe che ſonnen and up roſe Bnsboi. Jar: 2375 
And to the temple of Diane gan hie 
Hire maydens that the thider with due adde 

Ful redily 1 with hem the fire they hadde, ä 
Th encenſe, the clothes, and the — cant 


That to the ſacrifice longen ſpall, "I 
The hornes ful of mede, as was the giles. - ren lar 
Ther lakked nought to don hire facrifile...., .,,_/ . 
Smoking the temple; ful of clothes, bare, $14 4647 
This Emelie with herte debonaire vo »fiut) 
Hire body wesſhe with water of 2 Fe 14283 
But how ſhe did hire rite I dare not WS: ws 10 2 
But it be any thing in general, 7 ot: f cam 1 


And yet it were a game to heren all; E by 
To him that meneth wel it nere no charge; 


But it is good a man to hen at large. . 
Hire bright here kembed was, et 

A coroune of a grene oke eil on d wa 
Upon hire hed was ſet ful fayre rh Mete 3 
Two fires on the auter gan ſhe bete, ls ef fol 
And did hire thinges as men may behold 4295 


In Stace of Thebes, and theſe bokes old., 952" 


F. 2283. ] * Fu mondo il tempio e di bei der ornato. „ 
Tbeſ. l. vii. 
N. 2291. Hire bright bere} 80 Emelic ki deſcribed in The 
I. xii. 
ee eee, e eee Tin! 
Non con trezza eefrettl, 1 ma foluth _ Ls 
| E petinati.' ; & 
v. 2222. A carourt ] Corona di querzia cereslez Tl. u- 


„ 5 
20 08 


116 TETRNfOHTES TALE 


Wuhan kindled was the fire, "with pitous bee 
Unto Diane ſhe ſpake as ye may here +” | 
O chafle goddeſſe of the wodes grene, 
To whom both heven; and erthe, and fee; 3 
Quene of the regne of Pluto derke and lowe, 230 
Goddeſſe of maydens, that min herte haft ur d 
Ful many a yere, and woſt what I defire, 
As kepe me fro thy rene ab thin ie, 290 + -, 
That Atteon aboughte cruelly !” A 4207 
Chaſte goddeſſe 9 eich e 
Defire to ben a mayden all my lif, — 
Ne never wol | de no love ne wi: 
I am (thou woſt) yet of thy compapnie,” 
A mayde, and love hunting and 3 212310 
And for to walken in the wodes wilde, 
And not to ben « wif and be with mier 1 1 f 
Nought wol i knowen compagnie of man; 
Now helpe me, Lady, ſith ye may and can, 
For tho three formes that thou haft in thee: 2315 
And Palamon, that hath ſwiche love to me, 
And eke Arcite, that loveth me ſo ſore, 
This grace I-praie thee withouten more, 
As ſende love and pees betwix hem two, _ _ 
And fro me torne away hir hertes ſo, 2320 
That all hir hote love and hir defire, 
And all hir beſy torment and hir fire 
Be queinte, or torned in another place. 
And i ſo be thou wolt not do me grace, 


THE NW HN | 117 
Or if my deſtinee be ſhapen ſ 44 7 of 2325 
That I ſhall nedes have on hated. 104 ne 1671 
As ſende me him that moſt deſireth me: 
Beholde; goddeſſe of clene Chaſtite } - | |. 
The bitter teres that on my chekes fall? 


Sin thou art mayde, and keper of us all, 2330 


My maydenhed thou kepe and wel conſerve, 

And while 1 live a mayde | wol thee ſerve... 
The fires brenne upon the auter clere 

While Emelie was thus in hire praierec, 


But ſodenly ſhe ſa a ſighte queinte 2333 


For right anon on of the fires queinte 
And quiked again, and after that anon 
That other fire was queinte and all gon, 

And as it queinte it made a whiſteling & ba 
As don thſebrondes wet in hr brening 2340 
And at the brondes ende outran anon 

As it were blody dropes many 00353 51 

For which ſo ſore agaſt was Emelie, + 
That ſhe was wel neigh mad, and gan to exie, 

For ſhe ne wiſte what it ſignified, +1 22345 
But only for the fere thus ſhe cried ++ 4 4 
And wept, that it was pitce for to here. 

And therwithall Diane gan appere 

With bowe in hond, right as an huntereſſe, | 
And ſayde, Doughter, ſtint thin he vineſſe. 2330 
Among the goddes highe it is affermead. 
And by eterne word written and confermed, 


£ 


— oat os — — — 2 


x18  EUERNIGHTES TALE, 


Thou ſhalt be wedded unto on of tho 
That han for thee fo mochel cate and wo, 

But unto whith'of hem I may not tell. 23355 
Farewel, for here I may no longer dwell; 
The fires which that on min auter brenne 

Shabthee declaren er that thou go henne 

Thin a venture of love as in this ca-. 

And with that word the ar wes in the cas 2340 
Of the goddeſſe clatreren faſt and ring, 
And forth ſha went and made a vaniſhing,” 
For which this Emelie aſtonied was, 

And ſayde, What amounteth this, alas! 

I putte me in thy protectiun 2365 
Diane, and in thy diſpoſi tion. 

And home ſhe goth anon the nexte way. 

This is the effeRe; ther n'is no more to . 

The nexte haure of Mars 6 4 this 
Arcite unto the temple walked ii 2370 
Of fierce Mars, to don his ſacrifiſe 
With all the rites of his payen wiſe; + 
With pitous herte and high devotion 
Right thus to Mars he * his 3 0 


64 ae 1417 


F. 2358. Sal thee declaren] This is * as the fires 
have already declared the event of the combat. In the oxigi · 


nal, as 1 remember, the appearance of Diana is prior to the 
omen. 


. 2372, payen] This Fr, word lycontacl wig the bet 
mY. inſtead of pagan, , 


1 . L 5 1 13 * = 


Tux ENIGNT ES TALE : * 


"= 


O ſtronge god, that in the rener cold... 8 1 #48375 
of Trace honoured art, and lord yhold, 
And haſt in every regne and every lond 
Of armes all the bridel in thin hond. 

And hem fortuneſt as chee lift deviſec 
Accept of me my pitous ſacriſiſe!l! 390 
If ſo be that my youthe may deſerve, . 
And that my might be worthy for to {ſerve 

Thy godhed, that I may ben on of thine, | 

Than praie thee to rewe upon my pine 
For thilke peine and thilke hote ſire 2385 
In which thou whilom brendeſt for deſire 

Whanne that thou uſedeſt the beautee 

Of fayre yonge Venus freſhe and free, 

And haddeſt hire in armes at thy wille 
Although thee ones on a time misfille, 2396 
Whan Vuleanus had caught thec in his las, | 
And fond thee ligging by his wif, alas! 

For thilke ſorwe that was tho in thin dene 

Have reuthe as wel upon my 28 


V. 2375. O fronge god} The prayer of Arcite in The The 
ſeida begins in the ſame manner; 

A forte dio, che ne ivegni nivoſi 

Biftonii ſervi le tue ſacre caſo 

Se per alto volere la mia etate 

E le mie fotze meritan, che io 

De i toi ſia detto, per quella pietate, 

ch'ebbe Neptuno, ator che con di ſio 

Di Citharea vſavi la beltate, 

Rinchiuſo da Vulcan, ad ogni idio 

Facto paleſe, humilmente te pricgo, 

Che a li miei prieghi tu non faz niego. 

bo fon come tu vidi stovinetto, Ce. 


* THEKNIGHTES TALE, 


I am yonge and unkonning eee 96 
And; as 1 trow, with mn 
That ever was ony lives creature; 
For ſhe that doth me all this wo endure | 
Ne recceth never whether I ſinke or fete; _ 
And wel | wot or ſhe me mercy hete· 234 
I moſte with ſtrengthe win hire in the place; 
And wel ot withouten helpe or grace 
Of thee ne may my ſtrengthe not availles 
Than helpe me; Lord, to- mor we in my bataille, 
For chilke fire that whilom brenned thee, 2405 
As wel as that this fire now brenneth me, 
And do, that I to- morwe may han vicorie z | 
Min be the travaille and thin be the glorie. 
Thy ſoveraine temple wol I moſt honouren 
Of ony place, and alway moſt labouren 240 
In thy pleſance and in thy craftes ſtrong; Ty 
And in thy temple I wol my baner hong, ' 
And all the armes of my compagnie,” 
And evermore until that day i die W 6 
Eterne fire I wol beferne thee find; 2415 
And eke to this avow I wol me bind. 
F. 2404. Than Helpe me] So'in The Theſeida ; | 


Dunque me 2j::ta per lo ſanto focho, 1 8 

Che te arſe gia, fi come me arde hora. 1. 

J tempii tuoi eterni ſoneranno 

De i' acmi del mio vinto compagnone, 

Et ancora le mie vi penderano=—— ; 

Eterni focki ſempre vi arderano, 

E la bardoa {f. barba l e i mei con Cf. crin! che offen ons 
Li 1 5 non ſentiron te imprometio. 


4 


amn αον,. TALK, 141 


My berd, my bene breath lng cl *r 
That never yet falt non aſſenſſounn 
Of raſour ne of ſhere lvl ches eve, 
Now, Lord, have reuthe upon my {arwes ſore; | -/- 
\Fove me the victorie ; i axe thee no more; . 
The praier int oſ Arcita the ſtronge, N 42d 
The ringes on the te mple dore that hunge, 
And eke the dores, clattereden ful faſt, 4445 
Of which ————— Ni n 10 
Pha fires brent upon the auter bright 
That it gan all the temple for adde MD. 
A ſwete ſmell anon the ground up af, 
And Arcita zuon his hand up haf, 4430 
And more encenſe into the ſire he caſte. 
Wich other rites mo, and at the laſtt 
The ſtatue — —— n 1 wy 
And with that ſoun he herd à murmuxing 
Ful low and dim, chat ſayde thus, Victorie; 25 a 
For which he:yaf to Mars honour and glotids. 
And thus with joye and hope wel to ſare — | 
Arcite ann unta his inne is fare p12iiat off r 
As fayn as foul is of the brighte ſonnee 
And right anon ſwiche ſtriſ ther is begonne 2440 | 
For thilke granting in the heven above : 
Betwixen Venus the goddeſſe of Love . 
And Mars the ſlerne god 1 : 45 — . 
That Jupiter was beſy it to ſtent, . 
Velume IT, 61 


7 # * "2 * * 


Til that the Pale Saturnus the Coldey 2445 
That knew ſo A eee ron ct 


Fond in his olde experĩente and art 10 
That he ful ſone hath 1 d bak 
As ae aps, ee hard fate, Ki rol 
In elde is bothe wiſdom and uſage: | | 2450 


Men may the old out · renne but wot out-rede. | 
Saturne anon, to ſtenten ſtrif Ny: 


Al de it that ĩt is again his kind, A, 
Of all this Af e gen enen e 

My dere doughter Venus! quod Mb ads 
ee eee ee eee 3: 384 T 


Hath more power than wot any man. 

Min is the drenching io the ſee — 1 
Min is the prafon in the derke cot gg 
Min is the ſtrangel and hanging by the tho, _ 
The murmure; and the cherles rebeliing,- 
The groyning, and the prive empoyſoning. Fr hn 


I dorvengeance and pleine correction #7 
While. — Won rome did wr 
Min is the tume of the kighe halle, ů 1 . 
The falling of the toures and of the en 7 

Upon the minour or the-carpenter; 


3 n hs © at an 


F. 2451. LD Outwit, — Sonde The ſenſe of 
this word has been moſt ridiculouſly miſtaken 4 Dryden; 3 


or this advantage age from youth bas won, _ 
not to be eutridden though oitriumn. 


\ 1 


of 


Min ben alſo the maladies colde, 7 25 bag) | nA 
The derke treſons, and the caſtes olde : e 
My loking is the fader of Peſtilence. IO 
Now wepe no more, I ſha} do diligence © owl - 
That Palamon, that is thin owen 8 
Shal have his lady, as thou haſt him 8 
Thogh Mars ſhal help his knight yet nacheles. uns | 
Betwixen you EFF 
All be ye not of o completion _ 
That cauſeth all day ſwiche diviſion. |: * T 
I am thin ayel, redy at thy wil 
Wepe now no mare; Libal thy luſt al6; ee 
nnn S di «AT 
Of Mars and of Venus goddeſſe of Lo 1 
And tellen you as plainly as I can 
The gret effect ſor which chat I began. gig x 
EGrct was the feſte in Athenes thilke day, 2488 
And eke the luſty ſeſon of that May: io y 
Made every wight to ben in ſwiche pleſan ee 
That all that Mandy fulles (hey an ines, 'T 


v. 2469. Min hen dlſ6 the mataidics colds] TRIER 
maladies, in n 


Min ben al6 the 7 ade. „ „r. $545? wo rus; 
So below, Vers 2495 ; 12 2 1 4 
wis in th! holes an abuts. © | «rofl 4 
And ver. 259k; ETOP 2. 


Ther were CR att, . 
However, if any one mould prefer a hobbling Une wach ann 


eee | 
4 nat > WE * 20:11 un et | 


N <a 


And ſpenden it in Venis highe ferwiſ-t; o HM 


een, ih 2590 
Erly a- morwe for to ſen the fight; = bp NM 
Uaro hir reſts wentew they at higher. | ye wool 


And on the-tnorwe han the eee Ft T 
Of hors and rarneis noiſe 1 rd ens 
Thet was in the hoſtelt ĩes all abbute, | 
And to the paleis rode ther many a route 11 
Of lordes upon ſtedes and palſreis. 
Ther mayeſt thou ſee devifing of harneis 
So uncouth and fo riche; and wrought fo wele 
Ot geldſmitkry, of brouding and of ſtele; 2506 
The ſheldes brighte, teſteres and trappures, 
Gold-hewey Reines, hauberkes, cote arrmares; — | 
Lordes in parementes vn hir ufer ee 
Knightes of retenne, and eke ſquieres,”- 
Nailing the ſperes; and heltnes — eg 
Gniding of ſheldes, with Tainers lacing © RA 
Ther as nede is they weren wething vel * 4 
The ſomy ſtedis vn the goldetr ride! r 
Graming, and faſt the armureres ale 
Wich file and hammer prikiag de and fro; 23 10 
Yemen on foot; and commutes many on 
With ſhorte ſtaves, thicke as they may gon; pn 


v. 2506. Gniding of /held5] Rubbing, from the sax. gui dax. 
fricare. 1 have not ferupied to infert Uiiv reading i the text 
from u firigte int. ¶ M.) and that bite of the teaft authority. In- 
deed vt Caxtohtsedifions foppiertrit; for they read guydyng, 
and n in many -mfl. is undiftinguithable from u. The other read · 
ings are gyngyrge}$igging, £rigging, girding, Odin, gryding. 


nnn rA | 2 TIS 


Pipes, trompes, nakeres, and.clariounes, -: :-} 7; ] 
That in the hataille blower blody ſonnes: 
| The paleis ful of peple up and doun, 1 bunu 2815 
Here three, thet ten, holding hir queſlioun. 
Devining pf theſe Theban knightes W- § wsw ) ͤͤ œꝰ {4 
Som {ayden thus, ſora ſayde it mall be ſo; It 2: art * 
Som helden with him with the blacke herd. 
Som with the balled, ſom with the thick-herdy,2540 
Som ſaide he loked grim, aud wolde fighte ;;;,....., | 
He hath a ſparth of twenty paund of Wigw e.. 
Thus was the halle full of devining, 91 2340! 12 „% 
Long after that the ſenne gad up ſpring; id low 277 
The gret Theſeus that of his ſlepe is waked 4625. 
With mĩaſtraltie and noiſe that was maked .. 
Held yet the chambre of his paleis xiche, 044 
Til that the Theban knightes bothe liche 
Honoured were, aud to the in onion off 
 ©:Puk Theſeus is at a window ſette, 2330 
Araied right as he were a god in trone :; #30700 02 22 
The peple preſeth thider ward lul ſone lc li 40 


. 2513. Pipes, trompes] Tbeſeida, |. ii.; 


A uni hora trombe, rachare, e tamburi” 1 a es 
ZBonaron forte. \ 
See DuCange in v. Vacara, who deſcridesitto be akindofhra» 
dun uſed in the cavalry. * r r 
F. 2516. Here three] $0 in The ee, 10 10 ac ö 
Qui tre, la quatro, e qui ſei adnnati, T6 eo n. 


| Tra lor moftrandodiverſc ragione. 1 0 
F. 2527. Held yet the cbambre] So The m, 4 
Anchor le riche eamete tenca 1 <Q s 
Del ſug palagis. A ; | £3 | 
— * * 0 „ * 5 a * 42 > * 


. 


146 ur NNO. 


Him for to ſeen and don Mg reverence,” q «f 
And eke to hertken his beſte and his feneence... 
1 Ah heraud on 8 feaffold made an O, zial. 055 
Til that che noeiſe of the peple was Nd f 
And whan be aw the pepl of iſe a n Ro | 
Thus ſhewed he the mighty dukes will. nobel oval 
The lord hath of his high diſerttibctn 
Confidered that it were deftradtion:-c - 1 1 2540 
To gentil ddd to Hiphten in the gife | 4 50 bia mer 
Of morta} batzille now in'thiseupriſe,./)! + 
Wherfore to nahen thin they Mil not die S 


He wol his firſte purpbs modifſee 7 
22d man therfote; op prin of leo, "aA 
No TI GATES: 

Into the liſtes ſend or thider bring, 13 


Ne ſhort ſwerd for to ſtike with bete 

No man ne neee, 

Ne no man ſhal unte his felaw ride 1 
But o cours, bene yromden pre; | MSA 
eee neee ee e 


5 1 


0 Cr: 
v. 2535. an 01 eee eee 


2 jeep of oyes, or whether the interjection s were uſed to 


wand aceffxtion of noiſe as well as of Getting, Q. Fot 

the 1 pes uſe ſee ver. 1703, 2658, and Fo#1/Þb. p. 495; The 
«*« Duke of Norfolke was not fullie tet forward when the king 
* caſt downe his warder, and the heraldes vried, Ho, bo”? 

v. 2552. bim[elf to were] To defend: it is a Saxon word. See 
Chr. Sax. Gihſ. p. $7, Bine werede, ſe r e p. ct 

dee alſo Lydg. Troy. b.ivz 

| That Ne plate n his body were. 


N 


S nlry 


And he that is at meſthief nul be tung 
And not ſlaine, but de mmm s he 
That ſhal ben ordeitted un eyther ide? 235 s 
Thider he al by foree, arid ther abide: end; Ht A 
And if fo fall thecheverait be take : 
On eyther ſide, or es Neth his naß 
No longer hal the toutneyive ylaſt. 
GodTpede you; goth forth and y d fuſt? ©2560 
With longe ſwerd and wWirh F 
Goth now your way; this is the tordes wil -- 

The v6is of the peple touched to the wa 
So loude crieden they with mery ſte C n AN 
God ſave ſwiche a lord that is ſo guod. 42564 
He wilneth no deſtruction of blottt .. 

Up gon the trompes and er bnd 
And to che liſtts Fit he Gompaghtes*: 1 15050 17 
By ordinance, thurghout the eite large, | 
Hanged with cloth of gold and not with hips v3 376 
Ful like à lord this noble duk gan ride, 
And theſe two Thebans upon eythey „ 


F. 2559. ylaf] The Prepoſitive,y is an addition af my own 
for the ſake of the metre; but perhaps we tight rend No, 
*fonger ſhal the tourneyinge laf. dg re the n. on vet. 1655, J 
ſhould obſerve that ſome my. read tournament, and mi. D. tour - 
mentenge, which may lead us to ſuſpect that Chaucer poly 
wrote tourndymenting., © 

V. 2563. The voi of the gehe] eee. 

Di nodiliſe populo 1 0 i n 

Tc bo le Ache, ſi fu e n 

Li dei, decenda, ſervi tal flgnore Mp +4 
Ohe de gli anfici ſuoifugic la morte. 


—— 


And ee eee Süden 700 bn. 
Ot on and other aſtet hir degree; No (140 3 
And thus they paſſen thurghout the cite, 


And to the liſtes comen they he time: 
It n' as not of the day yet fully prime. 


Whan ſet was Iheſeus ſul rich and hie, 
Ipolita the quene, and Eme lie 2380 
And other ladies in . nd A 
Unto the ſetes preſeth all the route. 1 
And weſtward thurgh the gates caters Roy 
Arcite, and eke the hundred of his part. 
With baner red, is entred right anon; 2385 
And in the ſelve moment Palamon 
Is, under Venus, eſl ward in the place, - 1850 
Wich baner white, and hardy chere and — 

In all the world to ſeken u. 70 

So even without variatioununn ee 

Ther n' ere ſwiche compagnies eee 1 

For ther was non ſo wiſe that coude Fg 

That any hadde of other avantage _ 

Of worthineſle, ne of eſtat ne age, e 

So even were they choſen ſor to geſſe: 2 2595 

And in two renges fayre they hem dreſſe. 

Whan that hir names red were everich on, 

That in her nombre gile were ther non, 

Tho were the gates ſhette, and cried was loude, 

Do now your devoir, yonge knightes proude. 2600 
2 


D 


run K dn üb Ai 
The heruhdes let hip priking enden, »H 


Now ringen trompes loud and clario - 7 _ 
| TR RICO WIE PA. Yb 
In gon the ſperes ſadly in the reſt} © 0 
In goth the ſharpe ſpore ite the fie Aut e 


Ther ſee men who can juſte and who'can ride: 
Ther ſhiverery thaftes upon ſheldes thicke $ '-- 
He feleth thurgh the herte ſpone the hare Ba Tl 
Up ſpringen ſperes twenty foot on highte; 
Out gon the ſwerdes as the filver brighte: 01 
The hehnes they to- lie wen and to- ſhrede:; 
Out breſt the blod with ſterue Ae et 125 
With mighty mates the bones they to- breſte; 
He churgh the thickeſt of the throng gan t reſte: 
Ther ſtomblet ſtedes ſtrong, and doun goth all; 1615 
He rolleth under foot'as doth u ball? 
He'fvineth on his ſeœb with a tregchbun, ©2-2 
And he him hurtleth with his hors adounmnm 
v. 2603. the berte ſpore} This part of the haman body is not 
mentioned in any dicuonary that I have ſeen: "Pho fothowing 
paſſage of Johnſon [Sad Shepherd, A, i, 8. yi would | A. hers ; 


41 2 oy £ — — 5. 
* 


to ſuſpect that it means the concave part of the bea N 

the lau er ribs uhite tx the cartilage m, 0421 SE Bra 
0 tat anades him, {the deer! ''s 1101 . _ 4 1 
Doth cleave the briſket bone, upon the n, 3 Es ns 
Of whith @ MUG gle Ghowhobes © 71 584 

The gloff, ſuppoſes une to be a r n nenitying a, 


eriven; puiht, ſrom the it. ingere.” 
V. 2617: He foineth on bis foo] I baveventaresroſudlittore 
No inſtead of oor: or cet, the reauings of the m. For re 
to have nen originally introduced dy à <bpitt. from the p 
ced ing line; and to have been afterwards altered nen, 
dex to make ſome ſcale, r fv 2704 


130 THBENIGETES rA. 


He thurgh the body is hurt, and ſithtkke 
Maugre his hed, and brought unto the lake; 2620 
As forword was, tight ther he muſt abide :: 
Another lad is on that other fide: 931301 941 nog . 
And ſomtime doth hem Theſeus to reſi, 5 tou 7 
Hem to reſreſh and drinken if hem leſt. ſts: "TR g 

Ful oft a day han thilke Thebanes two 2625 
Togeder met and wrought eche other Wo: 
Unhorſed hach eche other of hem twey. agutigl gt, 
Ther n' as no tigre in the vale of Galaphey 1. 
Wuhan chat hire whelpe.is ſtole han it is lite, . 
So cruel on the hunt as is Arcite 2650 
For jalous herte upon b nim ce 
Ne in Behnarie ther n is fo fell leon Ine 1 1 
9 ost 10 
Ne of his prey deſireth ſo the blood. 
As Palamon ta ſleen his foo Arcite: 2631 
The jalous ſtrokes on hir helmes bite; 458 Sa 
8 blood on both her ſides rede. 

- Somtime an ende ther is of every dee; 934 
| For & the God unto the reſle went tho . 
The ſtronge King Emetrius gan hent 425 
This Palamon, as he fought with Artite;” 
And made his werd depe i in i to r 


. F {RFI i» 4th y 241 

'F: 26:8. 4 at A i Colanber Thi-wiond fe wntoaſty writ 
ten, Colaphey; Galgaphey, Galapey. There was a town called 
Galapha in Mauritania Tingitana, upon the river Matva, [Cæl- 
lar. Geng. Ant. v. li. p. 935. ] which perhaps may have given 
name to the vale here meant. - PE 
the note on ver. 57. 2252 #5 


TUE EXIOUTES AER 31 

And by che force of twenty is he take -/ EIN 

Unyoldea, and ydrawen to the ſtake?: 180 f, 

And in therefcousof this Palamon*” © fas 

The ſtronge King Licurge is borne adouny n 

Abd King Emetrivs for all his ſtrengte 

Is borne gut of his ſadel a ſwerdes lengthe; 

So hitte him Palamon or he were take? 0 

But all for nought, he was brought the fake _ 

His hardy herte might him helpen naught; 

He moſte abiden whan that he was caught”-- 1 

By force and eke by compoſitſoon 
Who ſorweth now but woful Palamon, 

That moſte ud more gon again tb fight? 26s 5 

And whan that Theſcus hadeen that light © 

Uto the folk that foughten des ecbe s 

He cried, Ho nb more, for it is donn 

I wol he trewe juge. and not partie. IT 8 

Arcite of, Thebes ſhal have Emelie,” | 477 2660 

Thet by! his fortune hath hire fayre e 55 
Anon ther is a noiſe of peple begonne 

For joye of this ſo loud and high withall | 

It ſemed that the Iſtes ſhulden fall...” _ o : s f 0 | 
What cap naw favre Venus done above ? 2 2665 

What ſaith fhe now"? ? what doth'this quene of Love- 

But wepeth fo for wanting! of hire ee | 

Til that hire teres in the liſtes fill: 

She ſayde, Fam aſhamed doutefees. oe” 


Saturnus ſayde, Daughter, hold thy Pers: = | 


232 nnen 


Mars hath his will; his keighthath Mn | 
And by min hed thou halt ben efed ſonee. 
- | The trompoures with the n ba 
The heraydes, that ſo loude yell and ere, 
Ben in hir jaye for wele of Dan Areite. 4 
But herkeneth ma, and ſtenteth noiſe a lite, 
Whiche a miracle ther beſell anon. aids e LIC, 
his fierce Arcite hath Ace is 1 
And on a edurſer for to ſhew his face 
He priketh/endelong the-large LEES 
Loking upward upon this Emelie, -- . 1: 255 Fit 
And ſhe again him . och 
(For women, as to ſpeken in commons 
They folyen all the favour of Fortune E 
And was all his in chere as his in herte. 2683 
Out of the ground a Fury Infernal ſterte , 


v. 2673. The trompourei] The trumpeters ; fo the beſt mit. 
If the learned editor, of Ancient Scattith Poems had found this 
ward in this ſenſe in his copy af Chancer. he would e * 
prehend, have looked any further for an explanation it 
The Dance, by Benbar, i: Ii. v. 10, p. 17. 

F. 2677. Fhiche @ miracle] It is ſearte neceſſary ta obſerve 
that which, in our nt language, was often uſed for who 
and what. It is uſed for what here, and again, ver. 5621, 6875, 

. 2685. And war ul bir in cberr as his in berte] 1 have 
patched up. this verſe, ay well as I could out of the diſfereut 
copies. 'There is no authority, as I recolleR, for the firſt in 
cept Ca. 2, but it ſeems abſolutely neceffary : and al the 7:4 
pies read—as — —— — — 

v. 2686. a fury] Moſt of the copies have a. ine, il. A. rea 
a Fuyr, from which 1 have made the preſent reading, ax . 
Thekids a nolan, 6.6. A 


* x \ 
* 4 


Tu Nn rs Tax. 133 
From Pluto ſent, at requeſte of Saturne, * $5526.06T 


For wich his bars for ſere gan to turne, Te Lu 6 
And lepte aſide, and foundred as he lep e; 

And er that Arcite may take any kepe 2690 

He pight him an the pomel oi his hed, 


That in the place he lay as he were ded. 
His breſt to- broſten with his ſadel bow; © 52 
As hlake he lay as any eble or crow, 


So was the blood yronnen in his face. 45693 
Anon he was yborne out of the placfc ce. 
With herte ſore, to Theſeus paleis: Fit 20% 
Tho was he cor ven aut of his har neis, Kal 
And in a bed ybrought ful fayre and bli se, 
For he was yet in memorie and iV, 27c0 


And alway crying after Emelie. ie gutta 
Duk Theſeus with all his compagnie | N 
Is comen home to Athenes his cites + 
With alle bliſſe and gret ſolempn itte. 
Al be it that this aventure was falle 2705 
He n' olde not diſcomforten hem alle. . 
Men ſayden eke that Areite ſhal tov ties 

He ſhal ben heled of his maladie. 

And of another thing they were as ayes 5 
That of hem alle was ther non yflain, 270 
Al were they fore yhurt, and damely on, 456 
That with a ſpere was thirled his breſt bone. 


F. 2698; corven] Cut out of his harneſs. 1 Agra to ſave 


the time and trouble of 5 nnn him 270 oy OT 
were cut. Pes On 35 th 4 Ty 
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To other woundes and to broken armes 
Som hadden ſalves and ſome hadden charmes; 
And fermacies of herbes, and eke ſave 2715 
They dronken, for they wold hir lives have: 
For which this noble duk, as he wel can, 
Comſorteth and honoureth every man, 
And made revel all the longe night +2 
Unto the ſtrange lordes, as was right. 2720 
Ne ther n'as holden no diſcomforting | 
But as at juſtes or a tourneying; 
For ſothly ther n*'as nodiſcomfiture, 
For falling n'is not but an aventure: : [ 
Ne to be lad by force unte a ſtake 2725 
Unyolden, and with twenty knightes take, | 
O perſon all alone, withouten mo, 
And haried forth by armes, foot, and too, 
And eke his ſtede driven forth with ſtaves, 
With footmen, bothe yemen and eke Sis 27 5 
It was aretted him no vilanie; 
Ther may no man clepen it cowardie. 
For which anon Duk Theſeus let crie, 
To ſtenten alle rancour and env ie, r 
The gree ag wel of o ſide as of other, 273 
And eyther ſide ylike, as others brother; 

F. 2715. Aud frrmacies] Pharmacies. 1 have added the And, 
which ſeems as neceſlary to the ſenſe as to the metre . 


NF. 2735. Thegree] The nne the ”y $0 in 
T. P. fol. 98; 


nene yet hath he ie los al es wound 


| 


Tur tuidrr As Tate, 
Ant ya ve hem giftes after hir degree, 


And helde a feſte fully dayes three; ON 112 18-0 
And conveyed the kinges worthily in CAR9at 
Out of his toun a journee largely; 2740 


And home went every man the righte way; 
Ther n'as no more but Farewel, Have good day. 
Of this bataille I wol no more endite, 
But ſpeke of Palamon and of Areite. | 
Swelleth the breſt of Arcite, and the ſore © 2745 
Encreſeth at his herte more and more. "7 10% 
The clotered blood for any leche-craft 
Corrumpeth, and is in his bouke ylaft, 
That neyther veine-blood ne ventouſing, | 
Ne drinke of herbes, may ben OL” 2759 
The vertue expulſif or animal, t 207 &L 
Fro thilke vertue cleped natural, 
Ne may the venime voiden ne expell; | 
The pipes of his longes gan to ſwell, ' (4 = 8 
And in that curiousold ballad, The Turnament ofTortetam, ; 
ver. 91, [Ancient Poetry, v. il. 


[ol which of all the tachelery granted is the Fre. 

And again, ver. 186 3 

Tney gathered Perkin about on every A. e 2 12 1 
And grant him there the gree, the more was W * 

It was neceſſary to vindicate this old phraſe, as the editions 

have diſcarded jt for they grete. 

F. 2740. 4 ute A day's work, or u „Fr. To make 
this ſtill clearer the editions in general n 


Ay 
K 


A and ſpoil the verſe. 2 
Y. 2748. bouke] The trunk of the body probadiy, from 
Sax. buce, dener... 2; 2 45 die 


_ My 


tze THE ENIGUTES TALE. 


And every lacerte in his breſt adounůnn 23555 
Is ſhent with venime and cofruptioun. 
Hum gaineth neyther for to get his if | Furs 
Vomit upward ne dounward laxatif : io 460) 
All is to- broſten thilke'region; N 
Nature hath now no domination: 2760 


And certainly ther nature ol not werche. 
Farewel phyſike; go bere the man to cherche. 
This ĩs all and forn, that Arcite moſte die; 
For which he ſendeth after Emehe, 
Aud Palamon, that was his coſin dere; 2765 
Ian fayd he thus, as ye ſhulirafter here. 9 
Nought may the wotul ſpirit in myn herte 
Declare o point of all my ſorwes ſmtrte 5 * 
To you my lady, that j love moſt, 1 of} 
Bur i bequethe the ſervice of my * 2770 
To you aboven every creature, 5 og sf 
Sin that my lif ne may avienger POE | 
Alas the wo ! alas the prines ſtrong, -- +54 mt 
That | for you have ſuffered, and ok | LE IV 
Alas the dethYakd min Emene? 23574 
Alas departing of our compagnie! 1 
Alas min hertes quene! alas my 8 
Min hertes ladie, ender of ry Hf! 
Wuat is this world? what axen men to e Sage 
Now. with his love, now in his colde & ad 2780 
one withouten any compagnie. wig rite 
Farewel my inte, ſarewel min Emeliel 


* 


THE KNIGHTES TALE. * 

And ſofte take me in your armes twey 21461 284) 
For love of God, and herkeneth what N Da 
I have here with my coſin Palamonn 2185 
Had ſtrif and rancour many a day agon 


For love of you, and ſor my jalouſi qm 
And Jupiter ſo wis my ſoule gi 
To ſpeken of a ſervant;proprely,- | 1 nt 
With alle circumitances trewely, + | | e 


That is to ſayn, trouth, honour, aan. 
Wiſdom, humbleſſe, eſlat, and high RI 


Fredom, and all that longeth to ee 7 

So Jupiter have of my foule part, 10/27. N 
As in this world right now ne know In non 51699 5 
So worthy to be lovedias Palamon, le bad 


That ſerveth you, and wol don all his ry 4 
And if that ever ye ſhal ben a wirf 
Foryete not Palamon: the gentil man 
And with that word his ſpeche faille began a a0 
For from his ſeet up tohis breſt was come. 
The cold of deth that had him ov nme 
And yet moreover in his armes tWwoů GD 
The vital ſtrength is loſt and all agooj;j;ęñx⸗ 
Only the intellect, withouten more, wy ; 


That dwelled 1 in his herte ſike and lore, 4 


N. 2803. overnome] Overtaken, from . „er, 1 
*. 2803. And. yet] So in The Theſeida, l. *. | 7 

E anchor ne le brazza era perduta 
La vital forza, {ol ne lo intelletto 


D nel core era ancora ſoflenuta | RO, 
La pocha vita. -+- LEY pn lee 


— 


: 238 | THE KNIGHTES TALE. 
Gan faillen whanthe-herte ſele deth ;; 
Duſked hiy eytu two, and ſuiled his breth-2 

But vn his ladie ꝓet caſi he his cye ß; 


His laſte word was, Mercy, Beli! 23810 

His ſpirit changed hous, and vente tber 
As I came never | cannot tellen Wher | 

Therfore I ſtent, ee ee 24. 

Ol ſoules find I not in this rægiſtree :: 

Ne me luſt not ch opiniuns to tile 2815 


Of hem, though that they. writen wher they Owell 
Arcite is cold; ther Mars his ſoule * 1 


Now wol 1 ſpeken forth of Emelie. » 

Sdbright melie, and houieth Palamon, | 

And Theſeus his ſiſter toke anon- . 9000 
Swouning, aud bare ke ee my 1 
What helpeth it to tarien forth the day, 


To tellen how the wep both even and morwe? 
Fot in ſwiche tas wirmen have ſ iche ſorwe, 
Whan that hir houſbonds — 2823 
That for the more r bs 2 [ 
Or elles fallen in ſwiche maladie, 755 
That atte laſte certainly they die. 


742813. Tberſbre Rent] This nn 0 at Boc· 
cace's pompous ueſcription of the paige of Arcite ſoul to 
heaven, Thef. 1. xi. It thould be obſerved however that our 
Author had already made uſe of the ſame deſcription in his 
Troilus, ver. 1806, fey. It is not in The Fhiloſtrato. Sy 

F. 2817. ther Mars his ſdule gir] The force of rber, in this 
paſſage, will beſt appear by a collation of other 1 R 
dee en ver. Ops 7143, 9182, 1 


. 


Infinite ben the ſorwes and the tere: 


Of olde folk and folk of tendreyrre s 2336 


In all che toun for det o cis Thebain: 
For him ther wepeth bothe child and man: 
8o gret a weping was ther non certaan tt 
Whan Hector was ybrought all freſh yilaim mn 
To Troy: alas! che pitee that was there; 2831 
Cratching of chekes; reading eke oi here. 
Why woldeſt thou be'ded? thiſe women criey/ + -*| 
And haddeſt gold ynough and Emehie. «x71 os 10 
No e eee eee n 101 E 


Saving his olde fader Eg eus 5 | 


That knew this ts 11 af 
As he had ſeen ĩt chaungen up — Mo 
Joye after wo, and o after gladneſſe ,.. 
And ſhewed him enſample and kkeneffe;!: t. 

Right as ther died never man (quod he) „ 2845 
That he ne lived in erth in ſom degree, 
Right ſo ther lived ne ver man (he ĩiry d) 
In all this world that ſomtime he ne deyqdt 
This world ais but athurghfare ful of wo 


And be e een eren cl 4830 


Deth is an end of every wurldes ſoree .. 
And over all this yet ſaid he mochel mare 2 
To this effect; ful wilely to enhort 
The peple that they ſhuld hem er e 
Duk Theſeus with all his beſy cure 28 5 
He caſteth now wher that the ſepuſture was 


. 28 56. He cafteth] have added He tocampletethe 0 . 


The uſe of pronouus redundaatly is common in Chaucer. 


— ¶ 22 UA AIDS <A co — . ls a ai a 


Of good Arcite may heſt ymaked bea 
And eke moſt honaurable in his degree: 
And at the laſt he toke concluſion uno: Sch Il 
That ther: us ſirſt rArcite and Palamon 24860 
Hadden for love the bataille hem betwene 
That in ee er eee H net #7 
Ther as he hadde his amorous defires, oF 
His complaint, and for ove ink fre, 
He wolde-make a fire; in which the office wy 
Of funeral he might all accompliſqqqq 
And let anon commande to Inns: 1 © 
The okes old, and lay hem on a rew A 
In culpons, wel araied for to brenne. 
His officers Ee 2423870 
And ride anon at his commandement. 
And aſter this, this Theſeus hath ſent 
After a here, and it all overſpraddle 
With cloth al pol th che tht hehe, | * 
And of the ſame ſuit he cladde ArciteG. Wr 
Upon his hondes were his gloves White, Te 
Eke on his hed a erpune of laurer;grene, | 
Antin his hond a ſwerd fu] bright and 3 

. wow in that ſei grove} in The Thejeida Arcita Rs 


FE TANCUNA r is dee ter ; 
a REES... & hs 3 


v. 2866. Of funeral} Q is a conſjectural ſupplement; or the 
verſe may be (perliaps better) qm ppletes, by taking m the word 
Fully from wif. NC. and ed. Ca. 2,—in which the office 
- . + + Buneral he might all y accomplice. | | 

V. 2572. And. after this} 'The ſecond this is ee 
= Some ml. read—ard after this Theſeus hath en — 
— Kerhaps is nieht. | 


THE KNIGHTES'T ALY 141 


He laid him bare the viſage un the bere | its 
Therwith he wept that pitee was to hergg 23880 
And for the peple thulde ſeen him allem 
Whan it was duy he brought him to the halle, 
That rorech of the crying and the ſouun 

Tho came this 'wotal Theban Palamonn 
With flotery berd and ruggy asſhy beres, 23885 
In clothes blake, ydropped all with teres, $2236; 40 
And (paſſing over ot wepiag Emelie) 7) 
The reufulleſt of all the cumpagn ieee 

And STR eee e r 
The more noble and viche in his degree, 2890 


v. 2879. bare re wife] ir this. expremon were nc” 
the criticks would not Fail to call it an fepantiGraxcifmy iu 
Chaucer. only hope that it may be allow to be an cler 
gant Ang Mein Foa ſays that NE. corpfe 70 our po AT bib! 
was carried © tout au Jong de la ate de Londres, A faire be. 
couvert, juſquesa WxſtMonttier.“ V. i. * Sa) in nog 

F. 2885. With flozery berd] Te INI. ; * pull 10 het 

Con rabuffata biz [or barba] E ene crine * Þ'Y 
E polveroſogon) rer , ien hoer 1 
Hetenꝝ ſeems, literally. to mean, gotings 45-dair abe wien 

(rabufata ) may be faid to flote upon the air. Rugg) is rou 22 

2887. Aud (paſſing oe. ] According torhi reading the 
is plain that Paiamon was the reufulten, Vc. paſiing/ over oft. 
excepting Emelie ;: but all the al, that i have ſeen read other 
If we adhere tv that we muſt Aiſpoſe the paremtheh 3 us 1 

Ang (paſſing other of weping) Emelte 24 
— Ie ee, 18 22479 tar? „is 10 yy 161 12 
and the ſenſe will be, that with Palamon, CA Ap Fm 
(paſſing others of in weping) the ieufulleR, . ATA 
conſti uctn would: be very harth, and ume Ciidueer's. _ 
facility, anc therefore 1 Ne _ n 
with ed, rr... Wan wh OT VF þ 


=p F® 


+a wt 645 48 gi is 104 A "107! 16.3 1136! 


Duk Theſeus let forth three ſtedes brinſg, 

That trapped were in ſtele all glittering , 

And covered with the armes of Dan Ar cite; 

And eke upon theſe ſtedes gret and white 

Ther ſaten folk, of which on bare rack _ 

Another his ſpere up in his hondes held; + 

The thridde bare with him his bow Terkeis 

Of brent gold was the cas and the harneiʒ 

And riden forth a pas with ſorweful chere 

Toward the grove, as ye ſhul aſter here. 2900 
The nobleſt of the Grekes that ther were 

Upon hir ſhuldres carrieden the bere, 

Wich flacke pas, and eyen red and wete, 

Thurghout the citee, by the maiſter ſtrete, 

That ſprad was all with black, and wonder bie 290 5 

Right of the ſame is all the e Ys 

Upon the right hand went olde Egeus, 

And on that other ſide Duk Theſeus, 

With veſſels in hir hond of gold ful fine, 

All futof hony, milk, and blood, and wine; 2910 

Eke Palamon with ful gret — 

And aſter that came woful Emelie 0 

With fire in hond, as was that time "Ru gi,” 

To don the office of funeral ſervice. __ 


High labour and ful gret apparailling © 291 5 
Was at the ſervice of that fire 1 m aking, 0 oO kh, 


F. 2897. bis bow Turkeis) $0 in The Rom: de ia x. Love is 
aid tohave deux ares Turquois, ver. 924. 

V. 2904. the maifter firete] The principal fireet 3 4 Le mu- 
« yerain carreſour. Froigart, v. iv. c. 28. | 


THE KNOTS TAU. us 


That with his grene top the heaverrravght, ” 
And twenty fadom of brede thearmes drag, 1 
This is to ſain, the boughes were ſo brode. SH 
Of fire firſt ther was laied many a lode. es 
But how the fire was maked up on m___ #4 
And eke the names how the trees highte, 
As oke, fir, birch, aſpe, alder, holm, 8 þ. 
Wilow, elm, plane, aſh; box, cheſtein, indi ren 
Maple, thorn, beche, haſel, ew, whipultre, 2925 
How they were feld, ſhal not be told for me; 2 
Ne how the goddes raonen' up and doun t 109g" 


A 


Diſherited of hirhabitatiounj /! 01 19 1 00h 
In which they woneden in reſt and te 1 fort bh 
Nimphes, Faunes, and Amadriades 2930 
Ne how the beſtes and the briddes * a 


Fledden for fere whan the wood gan fallez ' 

Ne how the ground agaſt was of the light,” 
That was not wont to ſee the ſonne brightz © © © 
Ne how the fire was couched firſt with ſtre, 2935 
Aud then with drie ſtickes cloven a- thre, e 
And than with grene wood and: ſpicerie, 5 1b CB 
And than with cloth of gold and with perrie, 
And gertonds hanging with ful many a 1 14 1 
The mirre, th encenſe alſo with ſwete odour; We 
Ne how Areita lay among all this 

Ne what richeſſe about his body is; © 

Ne how that Emelie, as was the giſe, | | 
Put in the fire of funeral ſeryicez. 


Fae nn nan rene TALE - 

Ne how eee 

Ne what —— rar , _ 
Ne what jewelles men in the fire cute, 

Whan that ——— ; $1 
Ne how {om cal bir held avddlory-bor ſpere,  : | 
And of hir veltimentes; which they were, 2950 
And cuppes full af wine, and milk, and blood, 
Into the ſire, that hren as it 1 A (wok 
Ne how the Grekes with & huge route [6] 
Three times riden all the ſire aboute 
Upon the leſt hond. 1 4295s 
And thries with hir ſperes clateting. ran 70 
And thries how the ladies gan to crim 
Ne how that led was homeward Emeliez: 

Ne how Arcite is brett-to-afhen 6s wegs 
Ne how the liche-wake was bade eee 
All thilke night; de how the Grekes pay; | "ITT, 
The W ev rex re 0 26% 3:1 


e 


018 MK FC. 

. oo; the lebe ale Tie cube al watching vii dead 
bodies (ice, Sax,] is is yrobably very ancient in this country. It 
was abuſed, as ot er Rakes and vigils were. See Di Came in v. 
" Vigilie. In vigiliatkckcorporariortuoram vetantur charez 
. ot cantilenz, Rm bud et alu turpes ct fatui,” Synod. 

Wigorn. an. 1240, c. 5. Chaucer ſeems to have confounded 
Oe Wake · plays (a3 they were called? of his own time with the 
funeral · games of the Ancients. 8 0 in un 303, Lroilus 
"ſays to Fandarus. 


" TS 1 " 4; OD 
eln enen lEAW 21 


But of the fire and fande funeral 3 
In which my buy breanen eee, mt main 97d 3s 
Ang of the fefte and playes paleſtral, oF . 
At my nn Bede. 4 It 2 211 Ital A158 2325 "i 


\ 14 


ras 
Who wreſtled beſt naked, with dile endint, 
Ne who chat bare hiln beſt in no disjoinÞ1'! » 3 


— 


1 woll not tellen eke how they all gon W | 


Home til Athenes whan the play is don 
But ſhortly to the point now wol l wende, 


And maken of my longe Tale an endeGGG.. 
By proceſſe and by lengthe of certain yeres 


All ſtenten is the mourning and the teres v 


Of Grekes by on general aſſent : 
Than ſemeth me ther was a parlemen n 
At Athenes upon certain points and ea; * 
Amonges the which points yſpoken wass 
To have with certain contrees alliance, ee 
And have of Thebanes fully ne Ahe ö 
For which this noble 1 ribs S797 ei i 297 
Let ſenden after gentil Palamony ©! 5172 $001 47 


Unwiſt of him what was dencacfontal TOY 


But in his blacke clothes ſorwefully 5 —_ 


He came at his commandement ae, wire N 
Tho ſente Theſeus ſor Eel ie 
Wars they were ſer, and Ceo e 
And Theſeus abiden hath a ſpace ai; 5 O8t 1D 
Or any word came from his wiſe breſt 2985 
His eyen AA eee LoAgnibeoobs@T 
And with a {ad viſage he ſiked ſtill, Ky” 
And after ne right thus he ſayd vis will. W 1 


La 


in ſwiche di7oint ; at ſuch diſadvantage; ” 8 


N. 2964. in no digjoint] With no aitutratage: : Lover. 1 > wh 
Velume II. 5 e ce aß 


1746 Tas KNIGHTES/TA&EY 

The firfte Mover of the cauſe abexese/, 
Whan he firſte made the fayre chaine of love, 2990 
ret as th' effect, and high was . | 
Wel wiſt he why and what therof he ment; 
For with that fayre chaine of love he bond 
'The fire, the air, the watre, and the lond, oo 
In certain bondes, that they may not flee: 2995 
That ſame prince and Mover eke (quod he) | 
Hath ſtabliſnt, in this wretched world adoun, 
Certain of dayes and duration 
To all that are engendred in this place, 
Over the which day they ne mow not pace, 3000 
Al mow they yet the dayes wel abrege. 
Ther nedeth non antoritee allege, 
For it is preved by experience, 
But that me luſt declaren my ſentence. © 
Than may men by this ordre wel diſcerne 3005 
That thilke Mover ſtable is and eterne; | 
Wel may men knowen, but it be a fool, 
That every part deriveth from his hool; 
For Nature hath not taken his beginning 
Of no partie ne eantel of a thing, 3010 
But of a thing that parfit is and ſtable, 
Deſcending fo til it. be corrampable; _ 

. 2993. that fayre chaint᷑ vf love] Our Author's philoſophy 
k borrowed, as it is uſually, from Boethius, l. ii. met, 8 


Hane rerum ſeriem ligat, 
. | Terras ac pelagus regens, 
Et calo imperitans, amor. 


See alſo, for what follows, 1. iv. pr. 6. 
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And therfore of his wiſe putveyan tte 

He hath ſo wel beſet his ordinance, $2 

That ſpeces of thinges and progreions n er 

Shullen enduren by ſucceſſons 4 

And not eterne, withouten n rag dis 
This maieſt thou underſtand and ſeen _— 

Lo the oke, that hath ſo long a norifhing - 


Fro the time that rt IG Lat not 


And hath ſo long a lit, nee Aa: 5E 
Vet at the laſte waſted is the tree. reg ol 
Conſideretk eke how that the harde agus 

Under ou et, on which we treo and gong 2: 

It wafteth as it lieth by the we 3025 
The brode river ſomtime wexeth eye at 05h oF 
The grete tounes ſee we wane and wende: 

Than may ye ſee that all thing hath an ende, - & £ 

Of man and woman ſee we wel alſo, » ba 
That nedes in on of the termes two/ age | 
That is to ſayn, in youthe or elles age, 
He mote be ded the king as ſhall a page:: 
Som in his bed, ſom in the depeſee; 

Som in the large feld, as ye mayſee: oo hn 
Ther helpeth nought, pak hat le wry; 9088 
Than e AIP gens: 26h 


N. 3019. ro the ole] 80 in The Theſrida' 2 


Lo querci, che anno ſi lungo nutrimento ; | GS 
E tanta vita quanto nol vedemo, los eas Oat ard * 
Anno pur alcun tiempo fulaiclts, PEROT $9 | 
Le dure piette ancor, Fo - T4020 r 


* 


3 
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What maketh this but Jupiter the Kin, 
The which is prince and cauſe of alle thing, 
Converting alle unto his propre wille 

From which it is derived, ſoth to telle? 3040 
And here-againes no creature.on lie 
Of no degree availleth for to ſtrive. it 
Than is it wiſdom, as it thinketh me, 

To maken vertue of neceſſite, 2201 
And take it wel that we may not ee, 3045 
And namely that to us allis de we | 
And whoſo grutcheth ought he doth folie, 

And rebel is to him that all may gie. 

And certainly a man hath moſt honour 85 
To dien in his excellence and flour, | 3050 
Whan he is ſiker of bis goode name; 
Than hath he don his frend ne him no ſhame; 

And glader ought his frend ben of his deth, 
Whan with honour is yolden up his brech, 
Than whan his name appalled is for age, 3055 
For all foryetten is his vaſſallage 
Than is it beſt, as for a worthy fame, 

To dien whan a man is beſt of name. 

The contrary of all this is wilſulneſſe. wil 
Why grutchen we? why have wt hevineſſe, 3060 

. 3043. Than is it wiſdom] wear! The T rf e 


E pero fare de la neceſſitate | 
Virtu, quando biſogaa, e ſapientia, 
E i1 contrario e chiara vanitate. 


*. 3066. his vaſallage] Valour, proweſs. Froifart, v. i. c. 
271, „A grand honneur et vaſellage.“ See Du Cange, in v. 
Fagaticum. | © 


1 


— 
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That good / Areite, of chivalry the flour, 
Departed i is, with dutee eee OT LEO SRO 
Out of this foule priſon of this lit: 

Why grutchen here his coſin and his wit 55 Ry 
Of his welfare, that loven him ſo wel? 3065 
Can he hem thank? nay, God wot, never a del; 
That both his ſoule and eke hemſelf — 0 : 
And yet they maw hir juſtes not amend. 

What may I conclude of whislenge berts;" / ebe 
But after ſorwe I rede us to be merie, 3070 
And thanken Jupiter of all his grace, 
And er that we departen from this place, 
rede that we make of ſorwes twWw o 
O parkit jaye laſting evermo: 150 An 
And loketh now wher moſt forwe ee, 3075 
Ther wol I firſte amenden and begin 

Siſter, (quod he) this is my full aſſent, 

With all th' avis here of my parlement, 

That gentil Palamon, your owen knight, 
That ſer veth you with will, and herte, eee 
And ever hath don fin ye firſt him knew, 3081 
That ye ſhall of yous grace epo hn N.; FM 
And taken him for huſbond and for lord: 

Lene me your hand, for this is oure accord, + + 

Let ſee now of your womanly pitee; . 3c85 
He is a kinges brothers ſone pardee, El ite 


v. 3078. With all t avis] So the ftatute 5 H. Iv. is ſaid it 
the preamble to be made “ de had vis et aſſent des Seig 
+ nurs,” c. The ſame form is uſed in mot of the acts of that 


reign 
Nj 
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Sin he hath ſerved you ſo many .a;yere,- * | 
And had for you ſo gret adverſite 
Tt, moſte ben conſidered, leveth me, 3090 
For gentil mercy oweth to paſſen right. LI 411 

Than ſayd he tlius to Palamon the avon Sd . 

I trow ther nedeth litel ſermoning / at N 
To maken you aſſenten to this — alt: 32% 
Cometh ner, and take your lady by the hond. 3695 

Bet wixen hem was maked eee f 
That highte Matrimoine or ER 
By all the conſeil of the baronage; 
an with alledliGennduncindia. » 1 
Hath Palamon ywedded Emelie; 3 
And God, that all this wide world hath wrought, 
Send him his love that hath it dere. eee 
For now is Palamon in alle wele, 

Living in bliſſe, in rieheſſe, and in n 4+ ; 
And Emelie him loveth ſo tendreljy, 33104 
And he hire ſer vath all ſo gentilly, , 

That never was ther no word hem betyens - 

Of jalouſię, ne ofnon other tene. 

Thus endeth Falamon and Emelie, 
And God fave all this fayre compagme...... 3110 
* +: 2091. oer By writing this word ſo (accotding to ſome 
mil.) we preferve à proper diſtinction between: owerb, the 
third perſon fing. of the preſent tenſe, and ought, which was 
ſotmetiy only ufed In the paſt tenſe. 


V. 3199. Thut endeth Palamon] Beſore I quit this Tale 1 will 
juft teke dulce a the ſame ſubjeR has been treated dulce! in 


| P 


TBE MILLERES PROLOOUR-: = 105 


THE MILLERES PROLOGHE: ©" w 


iV DOT 


W. AN that the Knight had mung 1 
"In all the compagnie/n'as ther yong ne oll 
That he ne ſaid it was a noble ſtorie, ed , bn. 
And worthy to be drawen to mem ori, 
And namely the gentiles everich on- Urs 
Our Hoſte lough and ſwore, So mote I _ | 2120) 
This goth aright; unbokeled is the male; | 
Let ſee now who ſhal tel another Wen rind mo 


For trewely this game is wel begonne 
Now telleth ye fire Monk, if that ye conne, _ 


Somwhat to quiten with the Knightes Tale. 
The Miller, eee . e 10 


French verſe, many years fince Chaucer? s time, by to ladjes; 
the one, Anne de Graville, is ſaid by Du Verdier [BidE p.42,] 
to have tranſlated de viell langage et 8 Le beau Roma 
* des deux amants Palamon et Arcita,” It began thus, 
victorieux en armes et amours Ws ; 
Fut Theſeus, apres que pluſieurs jours s e 
Eut ſejourpe en l' Amazone terre, n 

Ou Cupidd et Mars luy firent guerre, . 

Les quels vainquit et Hypolite auſ·— . 1 
The other, Jeanne de la Fontaine, is tank by 1 La * 
du Maine; and it was moſt probably her poem that Johan 
gecundus has celebrated; I. Hi. deg. xv, as he appears to lia ve 
written her epitaph and a neenia upon her death. Lib, Funer. 
inter Opp. Secund.— In the new edit. of Les Bibliotheques 
Francoiſe: the poerti'of Anne de Graville is ſald to be till pre- 
ſerved in the royal library at Paris; and I find from a note of 
M. de la Monnoye in that edit. that he was well apprized of 


our Chaucer's having, borrowed this Tale from The ae 


* 1 k 
0 a X - . SY e neee 


— 

* 
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— 
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So that unnethes opon his hors he ſat, 

He n'old avalen neither hood ne hat, 

Ne abiden no man for his curtefie, ' 33125 

But in Pilates vois he gan to crie, DOT 

ann. 

I can a noble Tale for the nones | 

With which I wol now quite the Knightes Tale. 
Our Hoſte ſaw that he was dronken of ale, 3730 

And ſayd, Abide, Robin, my leve brother, 

Som better man ſhall tell us firſt another; 

Abide, and let us werken thriftily. 

By Goddes ſoule (quod he) that wol not I, 

For I wol ſpeke, or elles go niy way. 3135 
Our Hoſte anſwerd, Tell on a devil way; 

Thou art a fool; thy wit is overcome. _ 

| Now herkenetb, quod the Miller, all and ſome: 

But firſt I make a proteſtatioun ; 

That Tam dronke, I know ic by my ſoun, 3140 

And therfore if that I miſſpcke or ſay 

Wite it the ale of Southwerk I you pray; 

For I wol tell a legend and a lif 

Both of a carpenter and of his wif, 

How that a clerk hath ſet the wrightes cappe. 3145 
The Reve anſwerd and ſaide, Stint thy clappe; 

Let be thy lewed dronken harlotric. 

It is a ſinne and eke a gret folie 


. 3126. in Pilates voit] In ſuch a voice as Pilate was uſed 
to ſpeak with in the myſteries. Pilate being an odious clrarac- 
2 probably nnn diſagreee 

voice. 
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To apeiren any man, or him deſame, tas lien 
And eke to bringen wives in ſwiche a name; 3150 
Thou mayſt ynough of other thinges ſai n. 
This dronken Miller ſpake ful ſone again, 
And ſayde, Leve brother Oſewoldſ c 
Who hath no wif he is no cokew old; 
But I ſay not therfore that thou art on; 31535 
Ther ben ful goode wives many ON; n $35 8 ln N 
Why art thou angry with my Tale now C2205 
I have a wif parde as wel as thou. 
Yet rolde 1 for the oxen in my plough - L 973 2690 26 
Taken upon me more than ynou 3166 
As demen of myſelf that am on; roy Alive. 
I wol beleven wel that am non 
An huſbond ſhuld not ben inquiſitif 
Of Goddes privite ne of his wi: 
So he may finden Goddes foiſon there. --; oe 
Of the remenant nederh not to enquere. „ 
What ſhuld I more ſay, but this Millere- „ 
He n' olde his wordes for no man forbere, | 55 5 850 
But told his cherles Tale in his man ere 
Me thinketh that I ſhal reherſe it here: 3 170 
And therfore every gentil wight I pray, © ©. 
For Goddes love, as deme not that-Lſay -- :.-. 


F. Z156.] After this verſe the to Weg rent ſo 
many mf. that perhaps they ought to have deen inferted in 
the text; 


And ever ee be hab cn 600 } SHER 4 OUS 
FFC nn 


V. 3172. as deme not] This phraſe has occurred 1 "Vers 
2304, as kepe me; ver. 2319, as ſende. I once thought that 


"I " m * N * 
1 * 
* 


* 
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Oſ evil entent, but that I mote reherſe 

Hier Tales alle; al be they better or werſe, 

Or elles falſen ſom uf my matere: 3175 
And therfore who fo liſl ĩt not to here 
Turne over the leef, and cheſe another Tale, 

For he ſhal find ynow bothe gret and ſmale, 
eee eee, 
And eke moralite and holineſſo. 3180 
Dlameth apt me sches ye chuſeiante 3: 

The Miller is a cherl, ye know wel this, 

Bo was the Reve, (and many other mo) 

And harlotrie they tolden bothe two. 
Aviſeth you now, and put me out of blame; 3195 
ger be eg e n es, 20. W Ne 


THE MILLERES TALE. 


Warton ther was dwelling in Oꝛenforde 
A xriche gnof, that geſtes helde to borde, 


at in theſe caſes was uſed elliptically for do ſo much as ; but then 
the following verb muſt have been in the infinitive mood, 
whereas it is often in the imperative. See ver. 577}, as taketh ; 
ver. 66 31, as doth; ver. 13352, as.beth. I am therefore ra- 
ther inclined to underſtand it in the ſenſe of /v, according to 
its original etymology. A is an abbreviation of als, and that 
of fame 3 fic ommino. See ver. 5481, 5778, 7007. 

» The, Milleres. Tale] Nicholas, a ſcholar of Oxford, practiſeth 
with Aliſon, the carpenter's wife of Oſney, to deceive her huſ- 
band, but in the end is rewarded accordingly. This is one or 
thoſe Tales that Lydgate (in his Proſogue to Thie Story of the 
Giege of Thebes) ſays are of ribauldrie, 


5 Fo skin langhtir is the cumpany, 


4 
. * 
3 

1 
7 


THE MILLERES TALP-> ws \ 


And of his craft he was a carpenter. / i; 
With him ther was dwelling a poure . 2199 
| Had lerned art, but all his fantafie 4 
Was turned for to lerne aſtrologie, 
And coude a certain of concluſions 
To demen by interrogations, 1 | A 
If that men aſked him in certain "oa 3195 
Whan that men ſhulde e eee wenge 
Or if men aſked him what ſhulde falle 7 
Of every thing, | may not reken alle. 
This clerk was cleped Hendy — | 
Of derne love he conde and of ſolas; 320 
And therto he was lie and ful prive, #19) 
And like 'a maiden meke for to ſe. 
A chambre had he in that hoſtelrie 
Alone, withouten any compag ni, 
Ful fetifly ydight with herbes ſote, 3203 
And he himſelf was ſwete as is therote 
Of ee or any fetewale. | 
His almageſte, and bokes gret and ſmale, 
His aſtrelabre, longing for his art, 
n nya faire apart WES 0 
$o, reader, you know what you are to expe; reador beben 
as you think fitting. Urry. 
F. 3199. Hendy Nicholas] Hendy or Hende, (as it was more 
commonly written) ſignified courteous : ſo ver. 6868 ; 
Are, ye ſhuld den bende . 


8 un 
% i 


——— ee ů e — — 3 
9 


And curteis, as a man of youre eſtat. 


F. 3210. augrim fones] Augrim is a corruption of erl., 
the Arabian term for numeration. Augrim tones therefore 
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On ſhelves couched at his beddevhed, > 

His preſſe yeovered with a faldingired;'/ 

And all above ther lay a gay ſautrie, [1 

On which he made'on — Denia er 

Sgſwerely, that all the chambre wor, 15 

And Angelus ad Virginem he ſong” SP Ha 

Anaſter that he ſong the . A 

Ful often bleſſed was his mery throte, 

After his frendes finding and his e 24 vo 
This carpenter had wedded new — 

Wich that he loved more than his if: 

Of eightene yere ſne was I geſſe of age. hs 

Jalous he was, and held hire narwe in cage, 

For ſhe was wild and yongeg and he was old, 3225 

And demed himſelf belike à cok Od. e aol. 

He knew not Caton, for his wit was rude, 

rene a man ue wedde io Filiode LD 


* 6 widens 
#331 Ain YO PIO 


were the pebbles or counters ahh wereanciently wed in nu 
meration. ö 

F. 3217. the 16.0) note] What this note or tune was Iwult 
leave. to be explaiſed by the muſical antiquaries, Angelus ad 
Virginem, I ſuppote, was Ave Maria, c. 

N, sene yere] The wards—1 geſſe— are not in 
th he mit. Mf. A. reads ſeventenc, which perhaps may be right, 


uu ſeventone; be pronounced as of four ſyllables. At. 1 and 2 


would remove ad Cifficultics, dy reading Of eightene yere this 
woman was of age. 


v. 3227. He knew not gaton] The calling of this author Ca- 
* that be Was more ſtudied in French than! in Latin. 


e ttb: 10, 


| Irm 9 _ > 
Men ſhulden wedden after bir eſtate, 1 kt 
For youthe and elde is often at debate: 3230 
But ſithen he was fallen in the ſnare 1. JAP ft a 
He moſt endure. (as other folk) his care. A 
Payre waschis Amer wif and therwithal 46, vile 

As any welel hire wn frond: „d # ne 7 
A ſeint ſhe wered, barred all of fil; --;': 1) een 
A bar me- cloth tke 2 

Upon hire landes, ful of many a gore: e ebase! 
White was hire funk, end brouded all before Au al 
And eke behind on hire colere aboute 3 d 
Of cole- black ſilk within and eke withoute : 

ee e 
dre arrears e ere W £ 


4 3 4 
15 7 
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Sce below, ver. cm 161556. Who he was or of what 
age is uncertain but his authority four or five hundred years 
> ſeems to have been as great as if he had really been the 
famous Cenſor of Rome. However, the maxim here alluded 
to ls not properly one of Cato's; but I find it in a kind of Sup- 
plement to The Moral Niſtichs entitled Facetus, int; aue 
offo morales. Luz d. 15 38, cap. Hi.; 
Duc tibi prole parem ſponſam moreſque venuſtam, 
Si eum pace velis vitam deducere juſtam. 
The ſame treatiſe; or at leaſt one with the ſame beninniog⸗ 
and on the ſame ſubj ect, is mentioned in the Cat. . Coll, Trin. 
Dublin, n. X75, under the title of Urbanus. It is there attribu · 
ted to Daniel Eccleſienſis (Churche) who lived about the year 
1180. dee Bayle, Cent. ili. 17, and Fabric. Bib. Med. Et. inv. 
NF. 3237. many a gore] This word is N ee I 3719. 
1 do not underſtand it iether place... Sigg ele 
Pole l „ e 


5 . — 0 3 ' 225 * 
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Hire filler brodeoffilk; and iet full hye;* ned 
Anckſikerly ſhe had a likereus eye: bas on 10% 
Ful ſmal ypulled were hire browes two, '' | "3248 
And they weteibent, and ack any 002 + 
She was wel more blisful forzoſee -' 7 5» 
Than is the neweperienttetiee; 1 | Wow 
Andiſofter than the wolle ãs of w wether!” -/ 

And vp kroginat beg pare of lether dase 
Taſſeled with fill and perled with latoun- 
In all this ao ld to ſeken up and % fs 
Ther n'is no man ſo wife that coude —— 1 
So gay a popelot or ſwiche a wen the- IO 
Ful brighter was the ſhining e. 6 o 5 
Than in the Tour the'noble yiorged newe; 
But of hire ſong, it was as - ©2620 


As any ſwalow ſitting on a herne 
Ther he code rip and make ume a * 
As any kid or call folowing his dame. 146 


v. 3240. blisfud for to fee] The better mſſ. e to ſee 
— which I believe is right. See Tydg. Troy. b. iti. ch. xxil. 8 
His brother lys, ſo goodly on to ſee ia 
and Gower, Conf. Am ant. fol. 17, bz 
Tho was ſhe fouler unte Tr. on, to] fe; © 

F. 328. the neue periencre tree] Some ofthe mit. real 1 
Jonette, as if the werd were derived from the Ital. pero giowa- 
netto. rather than from the Fr. poire proc yer Jewett. In cither 
caſe it ſignifies a young pear. 

v. 3254. perled wvith latoun] That is, Tbeleve; Arad ene 
with latoun in the ſhape of pearls. It is probable thatſome "ry 
elegant purſes were embroidered with real pearls.” ' 

V. 3254. So gay a popelot] This word may either be conſi · 
dered as a diminutive from poupde, a puppet, or as a OE? 
tion of papilict, a young OY: 
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Hire mouth was ſwete as braket or the met, 
Or hord oñ apples laid in hay or het. 
Winſing ſhe-was as is a july colt; hop) 26.39] alt? 
Long as a maſt, and pprightas a bolt. 
A broche ſhe bare upon hire low colere, 3263 
As brode as is the bhoſſe of a bokele r 20 1 
Hire ſhoon were laced on n ba 
She was a primerole, a piggeſnie, aft wth 
For any lord to legend din beddhe 57 5 „hat 
Or yet for any good yeman to . t gayo 
Now ſire , and eft ſire, ſo befell the end, nn 
That on a day this Hendy Nichols 
Fel with this yonge wif to rage and pleye ß 
While that hier Huſbond was at Dan en 14221 $777 | 


As clerkes ben ful ſubtil and ful qucint, 32756 
And priyely he caught hire by the 8 yer 
And ſayde, Ywis but if i have my will 


For derue love of thee, lemman, I ſpilll ?:: 
And helde hire faſte by the hanche bones 
And ſayde, Lemman, lose me 8 2416 ou 
or 1 pol 062, e God me ſa ve. 

- And Ro eee eee trave; 97 2 


rage 2 4508 4 1 ep oy for a primroſe, It is e by 
Gqwer, Conf. Amant. fol. 148. — þiggeſnie. The Romans 
bculus as a term of endearment, and perhaps piggeſnze, in vul- 
bern language, only means ocel/us, the eyes ol that animal being 
markably ſmall. The word occurs again in The Remedie of 
Lowe, ver. 257, though I do not believe that'to be a 5 1 5 


en 03 


Chaucer. 


- 
8 
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And with hire hed ſhe writhedfafte way 
And ſayde, I wol not kifſe thee te., by 
Why, let be, (quod ſhe) let be, — u 
Or | wol crie out Harow and Ales tk ve 
Dau way your hondes for your curteſie. WP 
This Nicholas gan mercy forto crie, obo 
Ard ſpake: ſo faire, and profered him fo faſt, 
That ſhe hire love bim granted ar the laſt, 3290 
And ſwore hire ee Thad efRedt, 407 
That ſhe wold ben at his commandement * 10 
Whan that ſhe may hire leiſer wel eſpie. 
Myn huſbond is ſo ful of jalouſie * 
That but ye waiten wel and be prise . 
I wot right wel I n' am but ded, quod the: 
Ve moſten be ful derne as in this cas? 
Nay, therof care you not, quod Nichoiee 1 

A clerk hath lither ly beſet his while | be 
But if he coude a carpenter begile. - than 
And . aß, 
Tu waite a time, as | have ſaid beforne. 1 4% 
FV. 3286. Harow) it would much exceed the wits of theſe 

Notes to recite the ſeveral opinions concerning the original of 
this word. 'Fhe curiqus reader may conſult Þu Cange, in v. and 
Hickes, Gr. Fr. Theot, p. 96. 1 rather believe it to bave been 

from Par, altus, and of, clamergtwo lila ndick words, 

which were probably once common to all the Scandinavian 
nations. See Gudmund. Andr. Lex, INand. by Refenius. Hafn. 
168 3. In ſupport of this opinion it may be obſerved that the 
very word bareop or harp, was uſed by ſome of the inhabitants 


of the Low-countries in the ſame ſenſe in which Harou was by 
the Ar DE Fane, in v. Haroep, 
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Whan Nicholas had don-thus every del, Non: ba? 
And thacked hire about the lendes Wel, 
He kiſſed hire ſwete; and taketh his en 510 230 5 
And plaieth faſt, and maketh melodie 
Than fell it thus, that to the pariſh! arne. 

(Of Criſtes owen werkes for to wer che) 
This good wif went upon — 3; . EN 
Hire forehed ſhone as bright as any day, 35 
So was it waſhen whan ſhe lete hire wer/x . 
No was ther ef that chirche a-pariſh clerk +! 
The which that was ycleped Abſolon bot 
Crulle was his here, and as the gold e Be 
And ſtrouted as a fanne large and brode; 335 
Ful ſtreight and even lay his joly ſnode: 
His rode was red, his eyen grey as go os, 
With Poules windowes corven on hig er {10 
In hoſen red he went fulfetifly:{:; , 00.4! 
Yelad he was ful ſmal and der 5 & 113i" ; 4366 
All in a kirtel of a light waget; i mars ad: meant be 
Ful faire ns — wma pointes letz * 


£2 $3 &s © 


$2 3358. 'of 3 Of is added 8 3 — A mo 
3315. With Poules windozwes] Perhaps this meaus that his 
55 were cut in ſquares, like panes of glaſs Bayle mentions 
Feneftratos calceos as making part of the habit of the Rranciſ- | 
Cans. Cent. iv. 27 At 1d. 91. They aiſo occur in the Ciltercian 
ſtatutes an. i 529, and the monks are forbidden.t to War heya. 
Du Cange, in v. Calcei Fengftrati. * 
. 3321. of a light wager] Or watcher. Skinner explains 
<watchet to mean a colour a whitiſh blue; but in this place it | 
ſeems rather to mean ſome kind of clot oy denominated pers 


@S3 i? " Fe Qüj aan So $4845 
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As white as is the bloſme upon the riſe, 
Amery child he was, ſo God me favez 4325 
Wel coud he leten blod, and clippe and ſhave, 
And make a chartre of lond and a quitance : 

In twenty manere coud he trip and dance, 

(After the ſcole of Oxenforde tho} /- ; 
And with his legges caſten to and fro; 3330 
And playen ſonges on a ſmal ribible; | 
Therto he ſong ſomtime a loud quinible: 

And as wel coud he play on a giterne: 

In all the toun nas brewhous ne taverne 

That he ne viſited with his ſolas, 2? 13335 
Ther as that any gaillard tapſlere wa: 
But ſoth to ſay he was ſomdel ſquaĩimous 

Of farting, and of ſpeche dangerous. 

This Abſolon, chat joly was and ga, 
Goth with a cenſer om the holy day, 3340 
haps from the town of Watchet in Somerſetſhire. Inſtead of 


light ſome ml. read in, and mi. A. ubit. This laſt epithetwould 
be quite inconſiſtent with Skinner's explanation. 

F. 3329. the ſcale of Oxenforde) The ſchool of Oxford ſeems 
to have been in much the ſame eftimation for its dancing as 
that of Stratford ſdr ĩtꝭ French: ſee before, ver. 125. Oxenforde 
is a quadriſyllable; Oxnaforda, Sax 
V. $336. tapfere] A female keeper of a tap or tavern. See 
n. on ver. 2019, and the Prol. to the Continuation of the C. T. 
ed. Urr. p. 594 * 

V. 3337. /quaimous] Squeamiſn; but T know not how to 
make that ſenſe agree with what follows. Robert of Brunne 
Un his tzxanſlation og Manuel des Pechees, mf. Bod. 2078, fol. 
46,] writes this word e/quaimous, which is nearer to its origt- 
nal, exquamiare, & corruption of excambiare. 


Cenſing the wives of the pariſh faſte /n 
And e, merke rere, 1-956 3 8666.7 
And namely on this carpenteres wi; 
To loke on hire him thought amery li: 
She was ſo propre, and Gove, ane, 3345 
I dare wel ſain if ſhe had ben a mous 
And he <div | 

This pariſh eek eee = Ca 
Hath in his herte ſwiche'a love longing, © © 
That of no wif toke he non offering 3359 
For curteſie, he ſayd, he n olde non 

The moone at night ful — N 

And Abſolon his giterne hath ytake, - - 
For paramours he thoughts te, « bod 
And forth he goth jolif and amorovs, 3355! 
Til he came to ond oor are be, 
A litel after the cockes had yerow, '' Ae 
And def im op by x hot window | e 
That was upon the carpenteres wa. 
He ſingeth in his vois gentil and ſmal, 43360 
Now, dere Lady if thy wille be, © 

I pray you that ye wol rewe on me; | 

„. 3358. a ſhot woindotii] That is, I ſuppoſe, a window that 
was. / pur. It might perhaps be better to write this 
ſome of the ml.) het or ſhette, as Chaucer does in other 
places, ver. 16605, 16610. ML. A, reads /bop, and HA. bort. 

v. 3361, 2.] Theſe two lines, containing Abfolon's ſong, were 


meant, lapprehend, to be broken into four ſhort. verſes, which 
will rhyme: together very harmoniouſly if the accent be 15 | 


upon the laſt of lady, as it often Is in ſuch compoſitions,” 


Ful wel accordant to his giterning 
This carpenter awake, and herd him ſing 
And ſpake unto his wit, and ſaid anon, 3365 
What, Aliſon! heres thou not Abſolon, fr ao; ©! 
That chanteth thus under our boures wal? . 
And ſhe anſwerd hire huſbond therwithal. 
Yes, God wot, John, here him every del. 3369 
This paſſeth forth; what wol ye ö 
Fro day to day this joly Abſolso n 
Soloveth hire that him is wo-uc gon: 
He waketh all the night, and all the day - | 
He kembeth his lockes brode, and made im * 
He woeth hire by menes and brocage, ©3375 
And ſwore he wolde ben hire owWen page: 
He ſingeth brokking as a nightingal e; 
He ſent her gg ra I * 
And wafres piping hot out of the glede; | 
And for ſhe was of toun he profered mode. 3380 
For ſom folk wol be wonnen for richeſle,; - + + 
And ſom for ſtrokes; and ſom with venilleſſe, | 
Somtime to ſhew his (dv ergy Sd 
He plaieth Herode on a ſkaffold hie. ' 
But what availeth him as in this cas! * 2 338 p 
eee Nicholas, | Wr 


F. 3382. And, jom for froter) In the margin of mt. C. 1 is 
the following note, . Ovid, Idibus agreftis,” c. 


v. 3384. He plaietb Herode) Thijs is much in charaQer. The 
pariſh-clerks had always a principal ſhare in the repreſentation 
l dee the Pref, to Dodſley 's Old Plays, P» 12s 
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That Abſolon may blow the buckes horne; ASI 
He ne had forhis labour but a ſcorne 2 BASH 56 
nnen. bo 0 
And all his erneſt tourneth to a jape. 32390 
Ful ſoth is this proverbe, ir ĩs no le: 5 vol 
Men ſay right thus alway, The neighe flie - S 
Maketh oſt time the fer leef to be lothe-: © 
For though chat Abſolon be woed or wrote, 
Becauſe that he fer was from hire fight; © " 339 
This neighe Nicholas ſtood in his light. 

Now bere'thee wel, thou Hendy Nichols, 
Fer Abſolon wo reopen ry. nahi E 

And ſo befell that on a — in ert 
This carpenter was gon to N 2 — 
And Hendy Nicholas and Aliſon $ 
Accorded ben tothis concluſion, tt ai lion £55 K 
That Nicholas ——— p a 


This ſely jalous huſbond to begile 
And if ſo were the game went aright 33056 
She ſhuld ſlepe in his armes alle night, 0 


For this was hire deſire and his alſo. © 
And right anon, withouten wordes mo, 


This Nicholas no lenger wolde tarie, 
But doth ful ſoft-unto his chambre carie 3480 
Both mete and drinke for a day'or twey. * K 


And to hire huſbond bad hire for to A . 


v. 3392. the neighe fie! Gower has this pron, nf: = 
S. M. f. 888 5 þ 

* An olde fawe is, who that la „rgb : 

In place wher he may de nyghe, 

Me maketh the ferre leef loth. 


Ifthat Laden Nicholas, Nn nolo dA $77 
She ſhulde ſay the n ĩiſie not wher he w]ꝰs :: 
Of all the day ſhe aw him mg Sul 3475 
She-trowed he was in ſora maladie, ic Us bo 
For for no crie hire maiden r dil. 
He n'olde anſwer for nothing that might falle. | 
Thus paſleth lorth all thilke Saturday, droge? 
That Nicholas ſtill in his chambre lay, 33420 
And ete, and ſlept, and dide what Nin it 2) 
Til Sonday that the ſonne goth to reſt. 
This ſely carpenter hath gret — | 
Of Nicholas, or what thing might him 3 
And ſaid, I am adrad by Seint Thomas 33429 
It ſtondeth not aright with been 190 102 
God ſhilde that he died ſodenly:; bir li bn 
This world is now ful tikel ra way 4 md bobrugs ! 
I ſaw ee hs} BY 14 % 
That now on Monday laſt I fa him rence, 3430 
Go up (quod he unto his knave) anon, 
Clepe at his dore, or knocke with a top; " 
Loke how it is, and tell me boldely.: . -- -/ {+ + 
This knave gath him up ful ſturdely, nin b 
And at the chanibre dore while that he ſtood 3435 
He cried and knocked as that he were Wood; 
What? how! what do ye, Maiſter Nicholay! Vibes 
How may ye ſlepen all the longe day ? a 02 bn 
But all for nought, he herde not a wor. 
An hole he fond ful low upon the bord, 340 
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Ther as the cut was wont in forto'crepe; © 0 
And at that hole he loked iti 8 an dh HP 
And at the laſt he had of hitvafight,'- 7 7 127 
This Nicholasfat ever gaping' upright "A 
As he had kyked on the newe:mone. * rig 
Adoun he goth, and telleth his water fon 16.045 VE 
In what arrayhefaw'this ilke mau 
This carpenter to bliſſen him began, 


And ſaid, Now helpe us Seinte Pride! N 
A man wote litel What ſhal him betide. 2190 | 
This man is fallen with his aſtronomie 
In ſom woodneſſe or in ſom agoni e. 455 wel her 
I thought ay wel how that it ſuulde be: eta 
Men ſhulde not knowe of Goddes _ | 
Ya, bleſſed be al way a lewed man, 5 5 5 
That nought but only his deleve can 
$9 ferd another clerk with dees, id 2660 bi A 

| He walked in the feldes for to prie Nh EAR 


V. 3449. Seinte Fridefevid?] Seint is one of the very few 
French adjectives which, after their naturalisation here, re- 
tained for a conſiderable time, I apprehend, a diſtinction of 
gender. See the Ey, tc: p. 124. sucer alw ays writes it 
Lixce, when he uſes it in the ſeminine gender, and the final 

e is often to be pronounced, as in this place. See ver. 7186, 
10292, Seinre Marie ver. 7406, 7707, Seinte Charitee. 2x 
the ſame'form are excellente, ver. 10459, and peregrine, ver. 
107 42, There is great propriety in mal ing the carpenter in+ 
voke St. Frideſwide, who was patrotie s of a conſiderable pr 
ory at Oxford, and in higt eftimation there, 

v. 345 7 another clerk] He alludes to x ſtory which ng 
the ſamous Thales by Plato in his Thee terus, p. 127, ed. F, 
but our Author probably read it in tfie Centò Novelle Antichs | 
x. 36. it i there entitled © uno Strologo'chYebbe nome | 
* Mitenfius, che fu ripreſo da una donna.“ 4 


F 
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Upon the ſterres, what ther ſhuld befall- {1 -- 
Til he was ina marlepit yfalle. 33460 
He ſaw not that. jW 1 *, 
eee eee 7+ + 2 eee 10 117 ed) 
Me ſbal be rated of his ludying, - betei- 
har dine ———— kings! 1 unc“. 
Get me a ſtaf, that i may underſpore 3463 
While that tow, Radin, deve. ofthe doe TE! 
He ſhal out of his ſtudying as I geſle. / meme. 
eee ee 
His knave was a ftrong carl ſor the nones, 
And by the haſpe he haf it of at one:: 3470 
This Nicholas ſat ay as ſtille as ton, 

And ever he gaped upward into the cire. 
me mene 1 
And hent him by the ſhulders mightily,” 347 

And ſhoke him hard, and cried fpitouſly; |. - 
What, Nicholas? what, how man! Joke adoun ; 
Awake, and thinke on Criſtes paſſioun. 919% 

l crouche ther from elves and from wightes. | 
Therwith the nightſpel ſaid he anon rightes 3480 
N. 1% Wich i the Tentoakh dete wr ueseve; 
but whether,they were ſo called frqm their wiſdom or from 
their being ſuppoſes to be clothed in white is not ciear, A wi- 
dow, in that language, is called a *vit-prouze, from the lat- 
ter circumſtance. Kilian in v. See Key/ler*s Diſertation de Mu- 
lieribus Fatidicis, in which, with a great deal of learning and 
probability, he has traced the popular notions of witches and 


witchcraft in the northern parts of Europe from a very early 
period, ACS neee Ware ſo as not to be 


* 7 
4 ale 


3 


hr 23 4 IF v0 


PHE Minn Es TALES _ 
On foure halves of the hous aboute % Ii 1nd if 
And on the threſwold of the dore withoute: 
Jeſu Criſt and Scint-Benedight- + | [op 190 ts bgts, 
Bliſſe this hous from every wicked wighty ©::-:: 12 
Fro the nightes mare, the wite ee e 
Wher woneſt thou Seint Peters ſuſter ?. 247 
And at the laſt this Hendy Nicholas _ A 
Gan for to ſiken fore, aud ſaid, Alas db. 
Shal all the world be loſt eſtſones now? fy 
This carpenter anſweted, What — 3550 


capable of being dtowned. is aſetibeũ by Pliny to a race of male · 


witches in Pontus.; Nat. Mi,. 1. .. nnen 
« quidem veſtibus d 


v. 3480. the f The charm which! follows, ver. 
3483, is ſo lamely repteſented in all the m3; chat 1'hive 
rok as I found it in the common editions. tt-might perhaps 


ttle improved by reading it thus; _ 3 
jeſu Crit and Seint Benegight t 
Bliſſe this hous ſrom every wight, | VE $01 4 '$ zan! 


Fro the nightes mare, Pater-oofter! R R | 

Wher woneſt thod Seltit Peters foſter? 4, 
In ver. 2 wicked may be left out upon the avthiarity. of mf. A. 
and athers. It is certainly an unneceſſary epithet, ——Ver. 3. 
Pater-nofter was often repeated in the middle as well as at the 
end of charms, ver. 4, inſtead of wonef fone copies read 
wende. I do not under ſtand how the nightmare came to be 
allied to St. peter. To ſay the truth I ſuſpect this charm 
to be an interpolation. We have a nightipet of another form 
in Ger va. Tilber. Otia Imper. L696, TN DE 
meron, d. va. n. 1; = 


Che di notte vai, 1 1 
Er n n 
A coda ritta te n'andrai, Cc. 


concerning the nightmate ſee Key/ter, Antiq. e 540 
Filume II. 1 


CT — 7 ˙ — 


8 
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What? thinke on God, as we do men that winke. 

This Nicholas anſwered, Fetch me a drinke; - 
And after wol I ſpeke in privetee | 
Of certain thing that toucheth thee and me: 


L uni tellit non other man certain. 32495 
This carpenter goth doun and cometh nee 
And brought of mighty ale a large quart; : 


And whan that eche of hem had dronken his oe” 
This Nicholas his dore faſte ſhette, | 
Anddour'the carpenter by him he ſette, 33500 
And ſaide, John, min hoſte leſe and dere. 
Thon ſhalt upotythy trouthe ſwere me here 
Ihat to no wight thon ſhalt my conſeil wrey, 

For it is Criſtes conſeil that Llay, a e 
Anil iſ thou tell it man thou art ſorlore: 3 zog 
For this vengeance thou ſhalt have thericfe, 
That if thou wreye me thou ſhalt be wood. 

Nay; Criſt forbede jt for his holy blood, 
Qivedthothis ſely man: lam nolabbe, e Of 
Ne though I fay it I n'am not lefe to gabbe. 3510 

Say what thou wolt, | hal it never telle 
TBS 7e ne wif, by him that harwed belle | 
2 1 3592; ee vo blab; lille, "7 Happen, Belg bla: 


{CAE Khan 
. 3512. h. 1 el Belle] Horri: <0, "RY hatrallod, ſubdued, 


Our anceſtors were very fond of a ſtory of Chritt's exploits in 
his deſcenſus ad inſrros, which they called The Harrowing of 
Helle. They took it, with ſeveral othergof the tame ſtamp, ſrom 
the goſpel of Nicodemus. Fabr. Cod. Atoc. Ne T. "ar is a 
poem upyn this ſubject in mſ. Bod. 46875 f % 
Het Jeſu Crift berotted helle 14 : 
Ot harge gettes ich ville telle. *Y 
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Now, John, (quod Nicholas) L wot hot lie, 
I have yfounde in min aſtrologi se, 11 
As I have loked in the moone bright. 3515 
That now on Monday next, at quarter nighilt; 
Shal fall a rain, and that ſo wild and wood. 
That half ſo gret was never Noes flood 
This world (he ſaid) in leſſe than in an houre 
Shal alf be dreipt, ſs hidoas is the dure 2 
Thus ſhal mankinqe drenche and leſe hir i. * 1 
This carpenter anſ werd Alas my wif! 
And ſhal ſhe drenche? alas min Alifoun!”. 
For ſorwe of this he fell almoſt adoun, — 5 


* 1 
3 


And ſaid, [s ther' its remedy in this ef 8 - 3555 


Why yes, for God, quod Hendy Nicholas; , 
If thou wolt werken after lore and rede, 
Thou maiſt not werken after thin owen 4 
For thus ſaith Salomon, that was ful trewe, 
Werke all by conſeil, and thou ſhalt Wieder 5 530 
And if thou werken wolt by good conſeil 
I undertake, withouten maſt or ſeyl. wi 
Yet ſhal I ſaven hire, and thee and m. 


5 i 


Haſt thou not herd: how ſaved was Noe, . 


1114 


Whan that our Lord had warned him beforne, 3 5 35 
That al the world with water ſhuld be lorne? HD 


And in tlie Cheſter Whitſun-Playes, mf. Harl. 2013, the com · 
pany of cookes, which was to exhibit the 17th Pageant, c or the 
deſcenſus ad infe na, is thus addreſſed; ba | 


1 4 « of 
You cookes with your carriage ſee that vou doe wells, nite 0 1 
In pagente ſett out the barrowinge of hell. >] 


See alſo P. P; paſſ. Xxix. f. 101—3. inet nee fired 56) 


. 3526. for God] Pour Dieu, Fr. P 


4 
- 9 
r ³ d OO I res 
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Ves, (quod this carpenter) ful yore ago. 
Haſt thou not herd (quod Nicholas) alle. * 
Ihe ſorwe of Noe with his felawſhip, ANTE q TT; 


Or that he mighte get his wif to ſhip ? "3540 
Him had be lever; I dare wel undertake, 42 
ane chan all howethrs bake, | 

52 Fx +774 ' 0 

39. The of is vain, [ 
71 2 for this erin of 3g. will te in Dr. Da 
tion. Nicholas probably quoted it 'from he Myfteries, with 
which the carpenter was better agquainted. The diſpute be · 
tween Noah ang his wife upon this rcofien makes 2 contider- 
able part of the 3d pageant of The Cheffer Whitlyn-Playes 
above · mentioned. Mi. Harl. 201 3. The . uw wi 


ew che grounds of her refuſal to embark, 
ee r fees. 1 4&9 


Come in on Goddes halfe; tyme it 1. 
For fear leſl that wee CO = 


Wife, Yea, Sir, ſet up your falle, 1 14 g 
a Ana rowe forth with evil. , 13 5 a 
ö ! 
Idi do pot ts ere. . 
But H hate my goffepes everich onez 
One foote further 1 win not gone : 
They mal not drown by St. John, 
And I may ſavether life. . 
They loved jay well by Chriftz | 
But thou will ſer t R 
Ellis rowe forth, > w | + 
And get thee a 22 r 
At laſt Sem, und Wie aitiftance'of hib brethren, fetches her on 
board by force, and upon Noah's welcoming her the gives him 
a box on the ear. Theſe Playes are ſaid (perhaps truly) to 
have been firft written in 1328, but the Harleian mf. repre- 
ſents them as they were to be exhibited in 1600. There is a 
better copy of the ſame Playes in the Bodl. Lib. E. N. 115, 
tranſcribed hy one William Bedford 1604 ; but even in that we 


WWWWWWWWAAAA Wi ena 


1 


— 
— 


THE MILLERES TALE: 273 


That ſhe had had a ſhip hire ſelf alone; 
And therfore woſt thou what is beſt to done? 
This axeth haſt, and of an haſtif thing 36545 
Men may not preche and maken tarying. 
Anon go get us faſt into this iaSsngng nent 
A kneding trough or elles a kemelnhn (2 14h +7, 
For eche of us; but loke that they ben large, 
In which we mowen ſwimme as in a barge; 3550 
And have therin vitaille ſuſſiſant bu 

But for a day; fie on the remenant :: 
The water ſhall aſlake and gon awey Pig 


Abouten prime upon the nexte dag. 


But Robin may not wete of this, thy it's" "8565 
Ne eke thy mayden Gille I may not ſadve: 
Axe not why; for though thou axe me 
I wol not tellen Goddes privete. 
Sufficeth thee, hut if thy wittes ae 31 - lol 
To have as gret a grace as Noe hadde-\ 33560 
Thy wif ſhal I wel-ſaven'out of doutee. 
Go now thy way, and {pede thee hereaboute. ©! + 
But whan thou haſt ſor hire, and thee, and me, £ 
vgeten us theſe kneding tubbes three 
Than ſhalt thou hang hem in the roofe ful hie, 3565 
That no man of our purveyance eſpi em: 
And whan thou haſt don thus as el t bn 
And haſt our vitaille ſalre in hem ylaid. 
And eke an aze to ſmite the cord a- two 
Wh zn that the water cometh, that we may go EE 
P ij 


— 
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175 THE MILLERES TALE, 


And breke an hole on high upon the gable 

Unto the gardin ward, over the ſtable, -- 

That we may frely paſſen forth our way, 

Whan that the grete ſhoure is gon away, | 

Than ſhal thou ſwim as mery; I undertake, * 3575 
As doth the white doke after hire drake; © 
Than wol | clepe, How, Aliſon! how, John! 

Be mery, for the flood wol paſſe anon. 4 
And thou wolt fain, Haile! Maiſter Nicholay, 
Good morwe! I ſee thee wel, for it is day. 335 80 
And than ſhall we be lordes all our lif XY 
Of all the world, as Noe and his wif. 

But of o thing I warne thee ful right, 

Be wel aviſed on that ilke night, | 
That we ben entred into ſhippes bord, 3585 
That non of us ne ſpeke not o word. 
Ne clepe ne crie, but be in his praiere, 

For it is Goddes owen heſte dere 
Thy wif and thou moſte hangen fer a-twinne, 
For that betwixen you ſhal be no ſinne, 3390 

No more in loking than ther ſhal in dede. 
This ordinance is ſaid; go, God thee ſpede. 

To morwe at night, han men ben all aflepe, 

Into our kneding tubbes wol we erepe, #5 1 
And ſitten ther, abiding Goddes grace. gs 
Go now thy way, I have no lenger ſpace 1e 
To make of this, no lenger ſermoning : - | A 


Tur uin TAE 1 
————— ans, gs 
Go, fave our lives, and that I thee beſeche. 

This ſely carpenter goth forth his way, | = 
Fol CGE SCE RR LOCO e n 4 
And to his wif he told his privetee, 11 

And ſhe was ware, and knew it bet when he 
What all this queinte caſt was for to ſey; . 
| But natheles the Neven bo Güde a 5 gt 
And faid, Alas! go forth thy way anonz © n 
Helpe us to ſcape, or we be ded eche on: 
| am thy trewe veray wedded wif; 
Go, dere ſpouſe hund helpe to ſave our lil. -36r0 

pours tab. ee commoner ger oy la 
Men may die of imagination, W a7 
So depe may impreflion be take. n DN. 
This ſely carpenter beginneth weiber | 
Him thinketh veraily that ho merle aich! moe 
Noes flood comen walwing as the fee ERA 
To Grenchen Aliſo, No Noneyhee4! Are 
He wepeth, waileth, maketh ſory chere: 

He ſiketh, with ful many a ſory fwongh.”” 


He goth and geteth him akneding cough, 646 


And after a tubbe and a kemelin, © 7 
And prively he ſent hem to his in, 

And heng hem in the roof e 5 
His owen hond than made he ladders three, 


F. 3624. His oven bond] With his own hand. Hy | 


Conf. Amant. fol. 76, b 


The crafte Mynerve of wolle fonde, 
And made cloth ber owen bonde. - 


* 
. Rr ˙ __—_ ——_ ————— i OI A — 
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176 THE MILLERES TALE, 


To climben by the reuges and the ſtalkes | 3625 
Unto the tubbes honging in the bal ke: 
And hem vitailled; kemelin, trough, and tubbe, 
With bred and cheſe, and good ale in eee 
Sufficing right ynow as for a day. 03 

But er that he had made all "PRO r. 60 
He ſent his knave, and eke his ere 
Upon his nede to London for to go. 
And on the Monday, han it drew to night, 
He ſhette his dore, withouten candel light, 
And dreſſed all thing as it ſhulde bee: == 
And ſhortly, up they clomben alle three. 125 
They ſitten ſtille wel afurlong ens. 
Now, Pater-naſter, Clum, ſaid Nicholay, 
And Clum, quod John, and Clum, Iaidꝰ Aliſon: 
This carpenter ſaid his devotion : 364⁰ 
And till he fit, and-biddeth his praiere, 
Awaiting on the rain, if he it here. book 

The dede ſlepe, for wery beſineſſqſq. 
Fell on this carpenter; right as l geſſe, 06 ve 6b; 
Abouten curfew; time, or lite] more, 3645 
For travajlle of his goſt he groneth n Fl 1 
And eſt he routeth, for his hed miſlay. 
Doun oſ the ladder ſtalketh 24 WP ee BEMIS 


= "+414 f% ', 


See alſo fol. 113; 3. ; | | 
Thyng which he fad bi wit Wölk. 
F. 36286. the falkes] The fteps, Glee] woke but I and de- 
eve the renges to mean the Reps, and the. alles the upright 
eces of a ladder. 
v. 3538. Cum] From the Sax. c. umian, muſſitare, mur muare. 


4 * 


ux MILLEKES/TALE, | 


And Aliſon ful ſoſt adoun hire ſpedde. ' 


Withouten wordes mo they went to e oh 
Ther as the carpenter was wont to lie; 
Ther was the revel and the melodie, 
And thus lith Aliſon and Nicholas 
In beſineſſe of mirthe and in ſola, 
Til that the bell of /auues gan to rags” nns 
And freres in the chaneei gon to ſing. 


That i is for love alway ſo wo- hegon, 
Upon the Monday was at Oſcnay 


With compagnie, him to diſport nd play, 2 J 


And aſked upon cas a eloiſterer 
Ful prively aſter John the carpenter; | 
And he drew him apart out of the chirche, 


Sith Saturday; I trow that he be went 

For timbre ther our abbot hath him ſent; 

For he is wont for timbre for to go, 

And dwellen at the Grange a day or two; 

Or elles he is at his hous certain: 

Wher that he be | cannot ſothly ſain. - 
This Abſolon ful joly was and light, 


And thoughte, now is time to wake al night, 


For ſikerly I ſaw him nat ſtiring 
About his dore fin day began to ſpring. 
80 mate | thrive. l ſhal at cockes crow 


Ful prively go knocke at his window, 


W 


3 
1 


5050 


e 
_ This pariſh clerk, this amorous Abſolon, x | 


| 3670 


4 
- 


178 Tur /MILLERES/TALE: 


That ſtant ful low upon aba 
To Aliſon wol I now tellen all A 0n 
My love longing; for yet l ſhal noe miſe 
That at the leſte Way I ſhal hire kiſſmgggGG. bes 
Some maner comfort ſhal l have parfay; 1 
My mouth hath itghed al this longe 4. boni 
That is a ſigne of kiſſing at the leſte: 
All night me mette eke I was at a ſelte: 
Therfore I wol go ſlepe an houre or e ex eg 
And all the night than wol I wake and pley- 

Whan that the firſte rock hath, crowe anenn 
Up rift this joly lover Abſolon, un 
And him arayeth gay, 1 by. 
But firſt he che weth grein eee 30690 
To ſmellen ſote or he had ſpoke with here. 
Under his tonge a trewe love he bere 
For therby wend he to ben gracious. 
He cometh to the carpenteres hous, 143 
And ſtill he ſtant under the ſhot 3 * 6 
Unto his breſt it raught, it was ſo low; 
And ſoft he cougheth with a ſemiſoun. 271 
What do ye, honycombe, "EP EASY 
My faire bird, my ſwete ſinamome! 
Awaketh, lemman min, and.ſpeketh tome. ne 
Ful litel thinken ye upon my Wo. 0/125 
That for your love I ſwete ther as Igo. 


V. 3692. a trewe love] What kind of thing this was to be 
Ponder ihe NO AR PRE | | 


\ 


THE MILES TALE. 179 


eee ere eee dee "9% 
I mourne'as doth a lamb after the tete. nn 
wis, lemman, I have ſwiche love joging 73705 
That like a turtel trewe is my ge" FO 5 
I may not ete no more than a maid. 

Go fro the window, jacke fool; ſhe fad. 


As helpe me God it wol not he, rr gorge 


Iove another; or elles I were to blame,” 2 3710 
wel bet than thee by Jeſu, Abſolon- ifs B 
dab eee ee ee > 


And let me ſlepe; a twenty divel way. 
Alas! (quod Abſolon) and wala wa! 
That trewe love was ever ſo yvel beſette: 3778 
Than kiſſe me, ſin that it may be no dete, e 
For Jeſus love, and for the love of nme. 
Wilt chou than go thy way ther with? quod ſhe. 
Ya certes, lemman, quod this Abſolon . 
Than make thee redy, (quod ſhe) l come anon. ; A5 
This Abſolon doun ſet him on his knees, 
And ſaide, I am a tire at . Ne 
834 1. 1 Lick 1 . 


v. 3703. eee Swweltan, ey Sedans die. 
Chaucer, us we'te to ſignify the effect of a great oppreſſion 


of ſpirits. Sec yer. 1358, 9650, R. R. 2480. Hence our word 


ſaltry Of weltry, ) to expreſs a ſutfocating heat. 


F-13709. it 2001 nat be, compame] So mi. C., I. It is put lor 
the ſake of the rhyme) inftead of the Fr, compaine, compug nan. 


We uſe friend in the ſame ſenſe. In mf. C. it is written com- 


paine ; in fome of the beſt mil. com bame. The editions rcad— | 


. 


Nb me God and feet a e ls 


. ——  —— 


180 THE-AILUERES TALE. 


For aſter this I hope ther rometh more; D 40 


Lemman, thy grace, and, ſwete bird | thyn ore. 
The window ſhe undoth, and that in haſte. 3725 
Have don, rr 
Leſt that our neigheboures thee eſpie. | 
This Abſolon Saeed eech lie- 6 
Derke was the night as pitch or as the cole, lai aA 
Aud at the window the put out hire bole, - $730 
And Abſolon him felle ne bet pe wers, 941537 
OR Ay Wares m4 nvwy phagg dn 
Ful ſavorly, er he was ware of this. 
EI En nb) | 
For wel he wiſt a woman hath no berd. 373 
He felt a thing all rowe, and long herd, 
And ſaide, Fy, alas! what have 1 % _. 
Te he, quod the, and cap the window 19; 


And Abſolon goth forth a ſory pas. | 7 


A berd, a berd! ſaid Hendy Nicholas; "3149 
This ſely Abſolon herd every del, is | 

And on his lippe he gan for anger bite, 

And to himſelf he fait I ſhal thee quite. 


v. 3724. thyn ore] The elitt. have Cari a4 nets But 
ore is the right word ; it ſignifies grace, ſavour, protection. See 


K. G. p. 381, mylce and ore, mercy and grace p. 475, In 
was ore ich am ido, In whoſe protection! (4p And Li beaus 


diſconus, mf. Cotton, Chl. 74; Ii. fol. 49, b. 
Syr [.y beaus ttwriftede fore, * 
And ſeyde, Maugys yu are” | *> 40 Mr 
Tu drinte lette me gu- 
Where Lyne orc mutt be underſtood to mean with thy favour, 
& in this paſſage of Chaucer, 


„ 


UE NILLERES TALEY— vr 
Who rubbeth now; who froteth now his lippes 3745 


With duſt, with ſond; with ſtraw, with cloth, with 
But Abſolon? that ſaith full oft Alas! Lene 


My ſoule betake I unto Sathanas 3 

But me were lever than ee (quod he). 

Of this deſpit awroken for to be. 1 2950 
Alas! alas! zhat Ine had yblent. 9 175 
His hore love is cold and all yqueint; 100 


For fro that time that he had kiſt hire ers 


Of paramours ne raught he not a kers, 


For he was heled of his maladie F | 3755 


Ful often paramours he gan dee, ow le} 1} 
And wepe as doth a child that is ybete. 
A ſoſte pas he went him over the ſtrete 
Until a ſmith, men callen Dan Gerveis, 
That in his forge ſmithed plow-harneis; 3760 
He ſharpeth ſhare and cultre beſil). | 
This Abſolon xnocketh all efily, 
And ſaid, Undo, Gerveis, and that anon. 
What, who art thou? It am 1 Abſolon. 
What, Abſolon ? what, Criſtes ſwete tre, 3765 
Why riſe ye Is ey benedicite ! | ! 
What eileth you? ſome gay girle, God it wote, 
Hath brought you thus upon the viretote: 
By Scint Neote ye wote wel what l mene. 
This Abſolon ne raughte not a bene 3770 


* 


| F. 3758. the wireto%e) This is the reading of the beſt ruſſ. 
"The explanation of the word I leave to the reader* s * 
Falume 11. ſ * 


228 


1 AN ANTLERES rr. 
Of all his play; tio word again he ya f: 
He hadde moretawe on his diſtaf 
Than Gerveis knew, and faide, Frend fo ders, 
That hote culter in the chethinee here 
As lene it me, I have therwith to don; 3775 
wol it bring again to thee ful ſon e 
Gerveis anſwered, Certes were it bee. 
Or in a poke nobles all untold, 12 
Thou ſhuldeſt it have, lam trewe ſmith. 
Ey, Criſtes foot, what wol ye don therwith:: ? 3786 
Therof, quod Abſolon, be as be may; * 12 
I ſhal wel tellen thee another day 
And caught the culter by the colde ſtele. 
Ful ſoft out at the dore he gan to tele, AT 
And went unto the carpenteres wall; 3735 
He coughed firſt, and knocked therwithall 
Upon the window, right as he did er. 
This Alifon anſwered; Who is ther 
That knocketh ſo? | warrant him a thefe. 
Nay, nay, (quod he) God wot, my fwete lefe, 
T am thin Abfolon, thy dereling pls 
Of gold (quod he) I have thee brought a ring; 
My mother yave it me, fo God me fave, 
Ful fine it is, and therto wel grave: 
This wol l yeven thee if thou me kiſſe. 3795 
This Nicholas was riſen for to piſſe, 


V. 3772. more tawe on bis difaf} So in Froiſſurt, v. iv. p. 
92, edit. 1574, ** 11 aura en bref temps autres eſtoupes en ſa 


* n af \ 


THE MILLERES TALE» 


And thonght he wolde amenden all thejape,;: 7 


He ſhulde kiſſe his ers er that he ſcap e; 
And up the window did he haſtil ry, 
And out his ers he putteth privily |. 3380 


Over the buttok, tothe hanche bonn 


And therwith ſpake this clerk, this Abſalon, 
Speke ſwete bird, I nt not wher thou art. 
This Nicholas anon let ſleen a fart 
As gret as it had been a thonder dint. 3836 
That with the ſtrake he was wel nie ꝓhlint; 
And he was redy with his yren hte 
And Nicholas amid the ers he ſmo te. 
Off goth the {kinge an hondbrede al abonte. .. 
The hote culter brenued ſo his toute, — 
That ſor the {mert he wened for to die; 
As he were weed for wo he gan to crie 
Helpe, water, water | help for Godges Unborn 
This carpenter out of his ſlomber ſterte, © 
And herd on erie Water as he were wood. 3815 
And thought, alas! new cometh. Nees flood. 
He ſet him up withouten wordes m. 
And with his ate he ſmetę the cord at Wo. 
And doun get all; he fond neyther to ſels 
Ne breed ne ale til he came to the ſelle. 3920 
v. 3899, as hongþrede a4 aboute] Hi has heen added for the 


ſake of the metre, but 1 believe unneceſſarily, The original 


phraſe was an hontes brefte, an hands- breddtli; fo that Bond- 
brede (as it is written in ſome ml.) would naturally catinut 
to be pronounced as a triſylabie.. . - 


F. 3819; Se n 8 This . Py. An Fat 
liaux, t. il. p. . E 4 


” 
— 
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Upon the flore, and ther aſwoune he lay. 
Up ſterten Aliſon and Nicholay, © + 

And crieden, Out and harrow ! in the ſtrete. 

Tze neigheboures bothe ſmale/and grete 
In rannen for to gauren on this man, 3825 
That yet afwoune lay bothe pale and wan, 
For with the fall he broſten hath his arm. 
But ſtonden he muſt unto his owen harm, 
For whan he ſpake he was anon bore doun „ 
With Hendy Nicholas and Aliſoun. 383 
They tolden every man that he was wood, 8 
He was agaſte fe of Noes flood 
Thurgh fantaſie, that of his vanitee 
He had ybought him kneding tubbes three, 
And had hem honged in the roof above, 3835 
And that he praied hem for Goddes love | 

To ſitten'in the roof par compagnie. 
I The folk gan laughen at his fantafie. 
Into the roof they kyken and they gape, 
And turned all his harm into a jape. 3840 
For what ſo that this carpenter anſwer ld 
It was for nonght, no man his reſon herd. 
With othes gret he was fo ſworne adoun 
That he was holden wood in all the toun, 
For everich clerk anon right held with other; 3845 
1 ſaid the man was wood, my leve brother; 


Int tant come it mift a deſcendre 
trouva point de pain a vendre. 


In the next verſe elle, for tlie ſake bauen ewe pat "hi rfl; 
Sax. O, Fr. facil, Lat. ſolum. 


TUBREVES PROLOBUT. 185 


Andevery wight gan laughen at this ſtrif. 

Thus fwived was the carpenteres wif fte 
For all his keping and his jalouſſe, gen 79S 37-24 
And Abſolon hath kiſl hire nether ẽe, - 3350 
And Nicholas is ſcalded in the toute. PS ITGE ? 32.2951 
This Tale is don, and God ſave all the route. 


THE REVES PROLOGUE. . 
W «ax folk hap laughed at this gice cas 
Of Abſalon and Hendy Nicholas, 
Diverſe folk diverſely they ſaide, | 3855 


But for the more part they lought en | 

Ne at this Tale I faw-no'man him greve 

But it were only Oſewald the Reve: 

Becauſe he was of carpenteres crait | TY 
A litel ire is in his herte ylaft; | 328580 
He gan to grutch and blamen it a lite. 

So the ik, quod he, fnl wel coude I him . 

With blering of a proude milleres eye, 

If that me liſt to ſpeke of ribaudrie. 


. 3853. Vban falt han laughed] The . mſſ. read 
laughen, which therefore is probably right. Chaucer ſometimes 
forms the participle of the paſt time in en, even in thoſe verbs 
of which he alſo uſes the participle in ed. Sec ver. 3311, Wa- 
Hen, 7354, faren ; for <wa/bed and fared. 

v. 3862. $0 the ik] So the i, fo may I the, or thrive. This 
ancient phraſe is terribly corrupted in moſt of the ml. and 
edict. It occurs again below, ver. 1a881, 16397. 


v. 3863. #Fith blering] With a trick put upon a proud miller: 


ſo ver, 17201, ber ed is thyu eye; thou art cheated, And R. R. 
ver. 3912, almoſt {ered is mine cye z I am almokt chcated. 
| Quij. 


— — —— 
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186 THEREVES PROLOGUE. 


But ik am olde; me liſt not play for age; 
Gras time is don, my foddre is now forage: 
This white top writeth mig olde yeres; 
Min herte is alfo mouled as min heres;- 
But if | fare as doth an open ers, ;́ 
That ilke fruit is ever lenger the wers 3870 
Til it be roten in mullok or in ſtre. 
We olde men, I drede, fo faren we; 
Til we be raten can we not be ripe; 
We hoppe alway while that the world wol pipe; 
For in our will ther ſtiketh ever a nayl, 3875 
To have an hore hed and a grene tayl, 
As hath a leke; for though our might be gon 
Our will deſireth folly ever in on; ST F 
For whan we may not don than wol we ſpeken, 
Vet in our aſhen cold is fire yreken 3980 
Four glades han we which I fhal deviſe, 
Avaunting; lying, anger, and.covetiſe; 
Theſe ſoure ſparkes longen unto elde; 
Our olde limes mow wel ben unwelde, 


. 3977. Ar back a leke] Boccace has the ſame alluſion, 
Nec am. Introd. to D. iv. ; Et quegli, che contra alla mia eta 
* rarlando. vanno, moſtran male che conoſtano, che per che 
** jt porro habbi i] capo bianco, che la goda ſia verde.“ 
Pi. 3880. 727 in our aſten] There ia fo great a reſemblance 
between this line and the tollowing of The Churchyard Elegy, 
Dod ſeyꝰs Coll. vol. 4. | 
Even in our he live their wonted res | | 
that 1 ſhould certainly have confidered the latter as an imita- 


tion, it Mr. Gray himſelf had not referred us to the 169 (179) 
ſoithet of Petrarch as his original; ; 
cu vegtio nel penſier, Cc. 


THEREVES PROLOGUE, 187 


Rot will ne ſhall not faillen that is ſothe: 3885 
And yet have I alway a coltes tot,, 
As many a yere as it is paſſed henne 
Sin that my tappe of lif began to renne 
For ſikerly whan I was borne anon 
Deth drow the tappe of lif and let it gon; 3896 
And ever fith hath ſo the tappe yronn, 
Til that almoſt alt empty is the tonne; | 
The ſtreme of lif now droppeth on the 8 
The ſely tonge may wel ringe and chimdðe 
Of wretchedneſſe that paſſed is ful yore: run 
With olde folk ſave dotage is no more. atrw 
Whan that our Hoſte had herd this ftp; 
He gan to ſpeke as lordly as a king, 120 
And ſayde, What amounteth all this wit? 1 
What, ſhall we fpcke all day of holy writ? 3900 
The devil made a Reve ſor to preche, _ | 
Or of a ſouter a ſhipman or a leche. 
Say forth thy Tale, and tary not the time; 
Lo Depeford, and it is half way prime: 


v. 3892. the chimbe] Kime, Teut. means the a of : 
the ſtaves beyond the head of the barrel. The imagery is very 
exact and beautiful. 

v. 3902. of a ſorter a /hipman or a leche] The proverbial 
expreſſion, Ex ſutore meticus, was perhaps derived from the 
fable of Phædrus with that title, 1. i. fab. 14. The other, 
Ex ſutore nauclerus, is alluded to by Pynſan the printer at the 
end of his edit. of Lytte!ton's Tenures, 1525. [ Ames, p.483,] 
ſpeaking of one Redman, another printer, he ſays----** Mi 
* profeto unde nunc tandem ſe fateatur typographum, n a 
* forte quum Diabolus /t!0rc7: nauclerum, et illum calcogr! 

_ * phum fecit.“ 
N. 3904. it is half woy trim: In the Diſcourſe, We. i 4 
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eee eee eee "0908 
It were al time thy Tale to beginne. 
Now, fires, quod this Oſewold the I 
I pray you alle that ye not you greve 
Though I anſwere, and ſomdel ſet + OBA 
Por leful is with force force off to ſhowve. 3910 
This dronken Miller hath ytold us here - 


How that begiled was a carpentere, 

Para venture in ſcorne, for l am on; 

And by your leve I ſhal him quite anon: 

Right in his cherles termes wol I ſpeke ; 3915 
I pray to God his gecke mote to-breke. 

He can wel in min eye ſeen a ſtalk, 

But in his owen he cannot ſeen a balk. 


I have ſuppoſed that this means balfvay paſt prime, about half 
hout after ſeven A. M. the half way between prime and terce. 
In the fictitious Modus tenendi Parliamentum (a book not much 
older than Chancer) * Hora mediz primæ“ feems to be ufed 
in the ſame ſenſe, c. * de diebus ethoris Parliamenti,” Mi. Cut · 
ton, Nera, D. vi. On common days Parliamentum debet in- 
* choari hora mediæ prime in diebus feſtivis hora prima 
. propter divinum feryitium.” In a contemporary French 
tranſlation of this treatiſe, mi. Harl. 3a5,** hora mediæ primz” 
is rendered a la my heure le prime;“ in an old Engliſh ver- 
ſion, mſ. Hari. zo. the oure of myd pryme; and in another, mi. 
Harl. 1 zoo, midde prime time. Our Author uſes prime large, 
ver. 10674, to ſignify that prime was conſiderably pat. 

v. 3909. ſet bis bowve] His hood: ſo in Tr. b. ii. 775, an 
hotude above a caul ſigniſies a hood over 2 cap. And in P. P. 
fol. 4, Serjeants at law are deſcribed in bownes f, but in 
Fol. 16, it is ſaid, 

Shal no Sergeant for his ſervice were no fle bode. 

Bath wards ſeem to be derived from the Teut. boofi, a head. 
Hood and cap being equally coverings for the head, to ſet a 


man's borvwe is the ſame as to ſet his cap. Sec n. on ver. 587. 


— 
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Ar Trompington, not fer fro Cantebrigge, 5 
Ther goth a brook, and over that a brigge, 392 
Upon the whiche brook ther ſtont a melle 
And this is veray ſothe that I you telle. 
A miller was ther dwelling many a day, | 
As any peacock he was proude and gay: LY 
Pipen he coude, and fiſhe; and nettes bete, 3923 
And turnen cuppes, and wraſtlen wel and ſnete. 


Ay by his belt he bare a long pavade, 

And of afwerd ful trenchant was the blade- 
A joly popper bare he in his pouche; 
Ther n'as no man for peril dorſt him touche. 3939 

A Shefeld thwitel bare he in his hoſe : | 
Round was his face, and camuſe was his noſe : ' 


The Reves Tale) Denyfe Simkin; Ge milder of Trompltgtcny 
deceiveth two elarkes of Soller's hall in Cambridge in ſtealing 
their corn, but they ſo manage their mattersthat they revenge 
the wrong to the full. This Fale is imitated from Boccace, 
Novel the 6th, Day the th. 1 you may paſs over if ag 
pleaſe. Urry. 

T. 392%. a long pawade] It appears from ver. 2958 hatths | 

pawade was a weapon of offence; of what ſort I cannot tell, as 
I do not remember to have met with the word any where elſe: 
Pawois, Fr. in thoſe times ſigniſied a long ſhield. 
F. 3929. AJoly popper] A bodkin, according to Sp. ana SE; 
who however produce no authority for ſuch an interpretation. 
The name ſcems to be fitter for a piſtol, though I am not pre- 
pared to prove that piſtols were e in the 42 in 2 17 
cer's time. 


— 
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As pilled as an ape was his ſkull : 

He was a market»beter at the full. 

Ther dorſte no wight hond upon him legge, - 3935 
That he ne ſwore be ſhuld anon abegge. 

A cheſe he was forſoch of corn and mele, 
And that a lic, aud uſant ior to ſtale ; 3 
His name was hoten Deinous Simekia. 

A wif he hadde comen of nable kin; 3940 
The perſon of the toun hire father was: 
With hire he yal many a panne of bras 


F- 3934.4 marter-beter] One that por grader in mar- 
kets, ſays the GlolT. but according to Mr. Upton C Pref. o Ob- 
2 on ShaxeſÞ. p. 20, * 4 market-beter is one who tales the 

2 rice of the market.--++T 2 leut the pre Chaucet uſes in The 

night's Tale ['ver. 2255, 2294,] for - ta roy/e, to Air up,” 

Though this explanation of Mr. Upton's be not quite fatisfac- 
tory, I think it far preferable tu the othet dec the Glu: and 
Supp. in v. Market-beter. In a more modern author te beat the 
market ſeems to fignify-merely to go up and duven the martet. 
Promos and Cafſand. by Abetilone, act iv. ic, enen au,. 

Wilde ſoule, Fc. are fo dear | ; 

That this houre I have the market bett . 

To drive a bargayps to my molt prof ytt. | 

F. 3939. Deinows dimetin] His name was Simon, ver. 4920, 
4024. J of which Simgkin is the dimiautive, and /rom his diſ- 
dainful inſolent manners he acquired the ſuraame of Dei- 
nous, juſt as Nichalay, in the former Tale. ver. 319g, was cleped 
Hendy from the very appoũte bebaviaur. A great number of 
our ſurnames have been derived from qualiticy of the mind, 
and it is reaſonaple to ſuppoſe that at the beginning they were 
merely perſonal, like what we call nigkpanmes. It u probable 
that the uſe of hereditary ſurgames was nut cn in Chauce's 
tinc fully cttabliſhed among the lower claſiæs of people. 
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1 
For that Simkin ſhuld in his blood alle?: 


She was yfoſtered in a nonnerie; 
For Simkin wolde no wif, as he ſayde, 


But the were wel ynouriſhed and a mayde, 


To ſaven his eſtat of yemanrie: 

And ſhe was proud and pert as is a pie. 
A ful faire fight was it upon hem two. 
On holy dayes beforne hire wold he ge 
With his tipet ybounde about his hed, 
And ſhe came after in a gite of red, 

And Simkin hadde hoſen of the fame. 


Ther dorſte no wight clepen her but Dame: 5 
t 


Was non ſo hardy, that went by the way, 
That wich hire dorſte rage or ones play, 
But if he wold be flain of Simekin 

With pavade, or with knif or bodekin; 
(For jalous folk ben perilous e vermo, 
Algate they wold Rir wives wenden fo.) 
And eke, for ſhe was ſomdel fmoterlich, 
She was as digne as water in a dich, 

And al fo ful of hoker and of biſmare, 


Hire thooghte that a ladie fuld hire fpare, 


What for hire kinrede and hire nortelrie 
That ſhe had lerned in the nonnerie. 


A doughter hadden they betwix hem two 


Of twenty yere, withouten any mo, 
Saving a child that was of half yere age; 


In cradle it lay, and was a propre page. 
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This wenche thicke and wel ygrowen was, 
With camuſe noſe and eyen grey as glas; 
With buttokes brode, and breſtes round and hie, 
But right faire was hir here, I wol nat lie. 
The perſon of the toun, for ſhe was faire, 3975 
In purpos was to malten hire his haire 
Both of his catel and of his meſuage, 
And ſtrange he made it of hire mariage. 
His purpos was for to beſtow hire hie 
Into ſome worthy blood of anceftrie,  -. 3980 


For holy chirches good mote ben deſpended 
On holy chirches blood that is deſcended ; 


Tberfore he wolde his holy blood honoure - 
Though that he holy chirche ſhuld de voure. 

Gret ſoken hath this miller out of doute 3985 
With whete and malt of all the land aboute, 
And namely ther was a gret college 

Nen clep the Soler hall at Cantebrege, 


v. 3088. the Soler Ball) This is the true reading; it means 
the ball with the ſoſer. Before the ſtudents in our univerſities 
were incorporated they lived in lodging-houſes called inns, 
halls, and hoſtels, which were often diftinguithed by names 
taken from Tome peculiarity in their conſtruction. One at Cam- 
bridge was called 17d Ofle, G s cel. Cantab. ap. Lel. 
ColleR. t. v. p. 189. And at Oxford Oriel- -College probably 
derives its name from a large mch rea vulgarly known by the 
name of Ce Oriele, upon the ſite of which it ſtands, Aye“, 
Hiſt. v. i. p. 287. An oriel or oriol was a porch, [Du Cang e, in 
v. Orlolum, ] as aſoler ſeems originally to have ſignified an open 
gallery or bakony at the top of the houſe, though latterly i 

has been ufed for any upper room, loſt, or garret. [/dem, in v. 
Solarium. Watts, Glop. ad Mat. Par.] Froifari, v. i. c. 23 
Lo 


ur AEVESTALE, = — 233 
Ther was rr 21 


And on a day it happed in a ſtuunxed 399⁰ 
Bike lay the manciple on a maladie. 
Men wenden w iſly that he ſnulde diem 
For which this miller ſtale both mele and corn 
An hundred times more than befor n 
For therbeforn he ſtale but curteiſly, 3995 


But now he was a thefe outrageouſly/ 
For which the wardein chidde and made fare, 
But therof ſet the miller nota ſtare; 
He craked boſt, and ſwore it nas not FI + anal 
Than were ther yonge poure ſcoleres two 4TCo 
That dwelten in the halle of which ü ſay; | 
Teſtif they were, and luſty for to play, 
And only for hir mirth and revelrie 
Upon the wardein beſily they crie 5 
To yeve hem leve but a little ſtounxd 14005 
To gon to mille and ſeen hir corn yground; 
And hardily they dorſlen lay hir necke 
The miller ſhuld not ſtele hem half a pecke 
Of corn by fleighte, ne by force hem reve. 
And at the laſt the wardein yave hem leve. ei 
John highte that on, and Alein highte that other; % 
Of o toun were they born that highte Strother, |. | 
«Les femmes de la ville moriterent en jeurs loꝑls et en foltiers.” 
In the defetiption of Cambridge above Cited, p. 188, there is 
mentioned a garret- aſle. Mr. Warton {rongly. confirms 
this reading, Hi. of Eng. Po. p. 432, note (u.) 
v. 4012, Strother] I cannot find any place of this name in 
Felume 17, R 
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Fer in the north, enn 15 
This Alein maketh redy n 9 bus 
And on a hors the ſak he caſt anon 4350015 
Forth goth Alein the clerk and alſo John, 
With good ſwerd ard with bokeler by hir fide. 
John knew the way, him neded not-no guide, 
And at the mille the ſak adoun he laith. 

Alein ſpake ſirſt; All haile, Simond, in faith, 4020 
How fares thy faire doughter and thy wif? 

Alein, welcome, (quod Simkin) by my lf, - 


England ; there is a Struthers or Strautherin the ſhire of Fife in 
Scotland. 

. 4021. How fares] It may be obſerved that Chaucer has 
given his northern clerks a northern dialect. I will juft point 
out a few. particulars in which their language differs from that 
uſed in the reſt of lis Work. L They terminate the third 
perſon ſingular and the whole, plural number of their verbs in 
es inſtead ofeth or cn; ſo in the preſent inftance WEhave—fares, 
and in the lines immeulately ſulowing—bas, behowes, bas, 

_ wwerkes, gas, 048309, falles.—2."Fhey uſe à in a great num- 
ber of words which Chaucer in other places writes with o, as 
fea for fo, hame for bome, fra ſor fro; ver. 4071, 2, banes and 
anes for bones and ones, c. That this was the northern prac- 
tice appears from the following note, H. Abbat. Pipetbell, 
Mona,. Ang. v. i. p. $16, “ Et fciendum quod Monachi borca- 
1 {es er in car tis noſtris Rabage pro Roborve,” 
3. Many of their worils are of the obſolete Sax. form, as ver. 
4931, benen for b-11es ; ver. 4076, wvbilke for whicke ; ver. 
4983, alfeoa for ; ver. 4128, lite (from /roilte) inſtead of 
feoiche ; ver. 4139, gur for make, or let, Fc.—4. If am not 
miſtaken he has deſignedly given them a vulgar ungrammati- 
cal phraſeology. I do not remember in any ; other part of his 
writings ſach a line as ver. 4043; 
I # as ill a miller as is ye, 


eas ver. ** I is; ver. 4087, thou is. 
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And John alſo. How now, what do ye here? 

By God, Simond, (quod John) nede has no pere; 

Him bchoves ſerve himſelf that has MECH 6s _— 

Or elles he is a fool, as clerkes ſain 

Our manciple I hope he wol be ded, © 

Swa werkes ay the wanges in his heddj 

And therfore is I come, and eke Al einn, 

To grind our corn and cary it hame agein; 4030 

I pray you ſpede us henen that ye map. 

[t ſhal be don (quod Simkin) by my fay. 

What wol ye don while that it is in hand 

By God, right by the hopper wol i ſtanld ,. 

(Quod John) and ſeen how that the corn again; * 

Yet ſaw l never by my fader kin : 

How that the hopper wagges til me 10 
Allein anſwered, John, and wolt thou ſwa? 

Than wol I be benethe by my croun, hf Da 

And ſee how that the mele falles adoun 4040 

In til the trogh; that ſhal be my diſport; | — 

For, John, in faith T may ben of your ſort: 


? 


TIF .- 


V. 4027. Lbope] I expect. It ſignifies the mere expectation 
of a future event, whether good or evil, as e Gr. and 
Mero Lat. oſten do. 80 in Chakdfpears, _— Cl. packs 
| cannot bere rn 

| Czſar and Anthony ſhall well greet together. 

F. 4033, anſwered] Sax. andfwar ode is a compound word 
of and, contra, and ſtbaran, which in the Iflandick ſignifies di- 
cere. Barthol. Aut. Dan. p. 690, Thorbjorg ſvarar, Tharbior za 
dicit. This etymology accounts for its. being ee * 
the middle ſylable—anfwered, SEC ver. 4126. 


Rij 
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I is as ill a miller ac o.. 

This miller ſmiled at hir nicetee, 
And thought all this n'is dan but for a wile. «4045 
They wenen that no man way hem begile, | 
But by my thrift yer ſhal I blere hir eie 
For all the ſleighte in hir philoſophie: - 
The more queinte koakkes that they make 
The more wol I ſtele whan that Ltake. 1 4050 
In ſtede of flour yet wol | yeve hem bren, 
The greteſt elerkes hen not the wiſeſt mon, 
As whilom ta the wolf thus un = . 
Ol all hir art ne count I not a tare. 


'. 4053: to the <volf thus pale the mare] The ſtory anuded 
to is told of a mule in Cent. Now, Ant. M. 91 : the Mule pres 
tends that his name js written upon the bottom af his hind- 
foot: the. wolf attempting to read it the mulg gives him a 
kick on the forehead and Kills him; upon which the fox, who 
was preſent, obſerves, © Ogoihueme, che ſa lettera, non < ſa + 
« vig.” There is a ſimilar flory of a wolf and a mare in The 
moſt delectable Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox, edit. 1701, chap. 
xviii, but whether that wy be in Caxton's egition, whether 


11 $4445 


tion, when it was written, We. ate all points upon which 1 with 
to be informed by ſome more knowing antiquary. 1 will juſt 
obſerve that one of the fox's tricks, chap. xiv; ſeems to be 
alluded to by Richai de Berbeiſſel [Richard de Berbeaicux) a 
Provencal poet, who died in 1383. Quadro, t. U. p. 144] 
1 will cite the paffage from mf. Croft, fol. Fe IP 10. 
* underftand the lat clauſe ; 

Ane Ranart d'Iſengrin | 

- Tan gen no ſap venjar, 

an lo fix efcoraar, 

Ell dit per gfchernip - 

Gupet: ct of Fom en faz 3 
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Out at the dore he goth ful pride 4055 


Whan that he ſaw his time ſoftely. Mh Hilti 
He loketh up and doun, til he hath-found eg 
The clerkes hors ther as he ſtood ybouneg 


Behind the mille under a leveſ ell 
And to the hors he goth him faire and well, eee 
And ſtripeth of the bridel right anon 

And whan the hors was laus he gan to gon 
Toward the fen ther wilde mares renne 
And forth with wehee thurgh thick and thinne. 
This miller goth again, no word he ſaid,  g06F 
But doth his note, and with theſe tlerkes plaid. 
Tilt that hir corn was faire and wel yground. 
And whan the mele is ſacked and ybound ' +, | 
This John goth out and fint his hors Wa A HU 
And gan to crie Harow and wala wa! 4070 
Our hors is loſt: Alein, for Goddes — | 
Step on thy feet; come of, man, al at anes: 


Reynard here ſeems to have procured Iſegrim*s ſxin to be ſtript 

off to make him a hood and gloves; In the Englith he procures 
the wolfs thoes to be pulled off and put upon his own feet. - 
v. 4059. a leveſell} This word is plainly derived from the 
dax. lefe, folium, and etl, fedes. Meteſel is a word of the ſame 
ſorm. Peter of Langr. p. 334. it neghed nere meteſel.;?? it 
was near the time of fitting down to dinner. A levgſeil there- 
fore ſignifies a leafy ſeat, an arbour. It may be underftood in 
the ſame ſenſe in The Perſones Tale,“ ripht-as the gay ** lewe- 
fell at the taverne is ſigne of the win that is in the celler.” 80 
that perhaps our old proverb, Good wine needsno buſh, meant 
originally no arbour to drink it in. Latterly however leveſell 
was uſed for buſh, as ia this Wa of Rotter Ellinoure 4% 
Fuga, ſt. iv. 3, +4. | F. 
Rü 
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Alas } our wardein has hie palfrey lorn 
This Alein al forgat both mele and corn; 
Al was out of his mind his huſbandrie: 4675 
What, whilke way is he gon! he gan to cri. 
The wif came leping in ward at a renne; 
She ſayd, Alas! youre hors goth to the fenne 
With wilde mares as faſt as he may go. 
Unthank come on his hand that bond him fo, 4080 
And he that better ſhuld have knit the rein. 
Alas! (quod John) Alein, for Criſtes pein 
Lay doun thy fwerd, and | ſhal min alſwa; 
is ful wight, God wate, as is a ra. 
By Goddes ſaule he ſhal not ſcape us bathe. 4085 
Why ne had thou put the capel in the lathe ? 
Ill haile, Alein, by God thou is a fofine. 
Theſe ſehy clerkes han 1 W 


No n the _ 

Shall from the lch route the foxe awaie. "hes 
See The Torn and Country Magazine for May 1769, p. 273. 
— When this note was written I was in hopes of being able to 
refer the reader to (une more creditable edition of this poem; 
but the inſuence of thoſe malignant ſtars which ſo long con- 
fined poor Rowley in his iron cheſt ſrems ſtill to predominate. 
Seriouſly it were much to be withed that the gentleman wha is 
potfeſſed of the ſtill remaining fragments of this unfortunate 
author would print them as ſoon as- phil. If he thoyld not 
have leifure or inclination to be the editor himfeif he might 
caſily find a proper perſon to take that trouble for him, as no: 
thing more would be requlſite than to print the ſeveral pieces 
faithfully from their refpeAiveraf.dittinguithing which of thofe 
mit. are originals and which tranſeripts, and alſo by whom and 
when the tranſcripts were made, as far as that can be aſger- 


\ 
* 
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Toward the fen, bothe Alein and cke John; 1 x Un 
And when the miller ſa that they ge 
He half a buſhel of hir flour hath take, waT 
And bad his wif go knede itunacake. x 3111 
He ſayd, i trou n 55 8 zi rot 
Vet can a miller make a clerkes berdle 
For all his art. Ve, let hem gun hir way. 4295 
Lo wher they gon. Ye, let the children play: : 
They get him not ſo lightly by my croun;. 7 
Theſe ſely clerkes rennen up and donn 
With Kepe, kepe; Stand, ſtand; joſſa, warderere., / 
Ga whiltle thou, and I ſhal kepe him here. 4100 
But ſhortly, til chat it was veray night 
They coude not, though they did Ait. 4 
Hir eapel catch, he ran alway fa faſt, af 
Til in + dirheabey ende Nn agb lad. | 
Wery and wet, as beſtes in the rain, 410g 
Cometh ſely John, and wich him cometh Alcin, | 
Alas (quod John) the day that l was borge! 
Naw are we driven til hething and til ſcorne - 
Our corn is ſtolne, men wol us fonnes calle, | 
Both the wardein and eke our felawes 3 | 4470 
v. 4094. male a clerkes berde} i. e. cheat him. Faire la barbs, 
Fr. is to ſhave or trim the beard ; but Chaucer traniazey the 
e538 literally, at leaſt when he uſes it in its metaphorical 
nſe. See ver, 5943, and H. of F. ii. 181. Boccace has rhe 


ſame metaphor, ÞDeeam. viii. 10. Speaking of ſome exorpitant 


cheats, he ys that they applied themſelves nan 4 TAdere 
ma a ſcorticare huqmini; and a littie lower a ORs n 
barbiera faputa menare Ut raſeio, 


12 


And namely the miller, wala wa! fat} 2449 B12 . 
Thus nner BEA 
Toward the mille, and Bayard in his hond. T 
The miller fitting by the fire he fond. 

For it was night, and forther might they nought, 
But for the love of God they him beſought 4116 

The miller ſaide-agen, H ther be an 

Swiche as it is yet ſhull ye have your part. 
Myn hous is ſtreit, but ye have lerned art; 412 
Ye can by arguments maken a place 
A mile brode of twenty foot of ſpace, 

Let ſee now if this place may ſuffice, . 

Or make it roume with ſpeche, as is i. 
Now, Simond, (ſaid this John) by Seint Cuthberd 
Ay is thou mery, and that is faire anſwefd. . 4126 
1 have herd ſay man ſal take of twa OSes | 
Slike as he findes, or like as he en 

But ſpecially I pray thee, hoſte dere, 

Gar us have mete and drinke, and 8 ba | 
And we ſal paien trewely at the full: 4131 
With empty hand men may na baukes tull. 
Lo here our ſilver redy for to ſpend. _ 

This miller to the toun his doughter ſend © 

For ale and bred, and roſted hem a goos, 4135 
And bond hir hors he ſhuld no more go loos, 
And in his owen chambre hem made a bedde, 
With ſhetes and with chalogs faire yſpredde, | 


v. 4138. chuloni] Whatever they were they probably were 
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Nat from his owen hed ten foot ar twelve: 
His doughtes had a bed all by hire ſelve, 4140 
Right in the ſame chambre by and by: 
It mighte be no het, and caule Why, 1 
Ther was no roumer herber we in the place. 
They ſoupen, and they ſpeken of ſolace, r A 
And drinken ever firong ale at the beſt. 4145 
Abouten midnight wente they to reſt. E IH 
Wel hath this miller veruiſned his hed, - 
Ful pale he was, for-dronken, and nought red. 3 
He yoxeth, and he ſpeketh thurgh the noſe, | Y 
As he were on the quakke or on the poſe, - 4130 
To bed he och, und wink his ads wilt | 2 
As any jay ſhe light was and jolif; 
So was hire joly whiſtle wel ywette, 
The cradel at hire beddes fect was ſette 107 
To rocken, and to yeve the child to ſouke. - 4155 
And whan that dronken was all iu the creuke 
To bedde went the daughter right anon, 
To bedde goth Alein and alſo John. | 
Ther n'as no more; nedeth hem ps dwale. 
This miller hath {6 willy bibbed ale, - [4160 
That as an hors he ſnorteth in his lepe, 7 OV 
Ne of his tail behind he toke no kepe. js 
His wif bare him a burdon a ful ftropg, writ 4Ht 
Men might hir routing heren a furionge 


ſo called ſrom their being made at Chalons. The goſſary in- 
terprets them ti be hlankets ; butza paſſage in the Monag. 145 
fi. p. 720, would rather lead one to ſuppoſe them coverlets 

Aut panaos pictos, qui vocantur Chaluns, loco lectiſternii.“ 
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The wenche routeth eke par tomipagnic.” - 


Alein the clerk; that herd this melodie, 


He poketh John, and ſayde, Slepeſt thou? 


Herdeſt thou ever flike a ſong er now ?- 


Lo whilke a complin is ymell hem alle; 


A wilde fire upon hir bodies falle, 
Wha herkned ever like a ferly thing? 


4 10 B70 


Ye, they ſhall have the flour of yvel ending. 
This lange night ther tides me no reſt 


But yet na force; all ſhal be for the beſte. - 


For, John, (ſayd he) as ever mote | thrive, 


41175 


If that I may yon wenche wol | ſwive. 


Som eſcment has lawe yſhapen us; 
For, John, ther is a lawe that faicth thus, 
That if a man in o point be agreved 
That in another ſhe ſhal be releved, 
Qur corn is ſtoIne, ſothly it is na nay,” 
And we han had an yvel fit to-day; 

And fin I ſhal have nan amendement 
Again my loſſe I wol have an eſement: 
By Goddes fadle it ſhal nan other be. 


This John anſwered, Alein, avife thee; 


The miller is a perilous man, he ſayde, 
And if that he out of his flepe abraide, 

He mighte don u#bathe a vilanie. | 
Alein anſwered, I count him nat a flie. 
And up he riſt, and by the wenche he crept. 
This wenche lay upright, and faſte ſlept, 


2 4180 


4190 
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Til he ſo nigh was, er ſhe might epi, 
That it had ben to late for to crie : 3 
Aud ſhortly for to ſay, they were at ou. 4195 
Now play Alein, for | wol ſpeke of John. 11 

This John lith ſtill a furlong way or two, 
And to himfelf he maketh routh and wo. - - . 
Alas! (quod he) this is a wicked jape; 22A 
Now may I ſay that I is but an ape. 4700 
Yet has my felaw ſomwhat for his harmez 
He has the millers doughter in his arme: 

He auntred him, and hath his nedes ſpedde, 

And lie as a draf ſak in my bedde; | 
And whan'this jape is tald another day 4205 
A ſnal be aden daffe or a Wan 815 


F. 4206. 4 pot pd That this is a term of contempt, hy 
rowed originally from the kitchen, is very probable. A cook, 
in the baſe Latinity, was called coquinator and coquinarius, 
from either of which cotenay might eaſiiy * derived. In P. F. 
fol. 35, b. 

Ws yet 1 ſay by my ſoule I have no ſalt hacon, 

Ne no cotenty by Chrifte coloppes to max. 
It ſeems to ſignify a cook. And ſoy perhaps, in The Tannen bt 
of Tottenham, Anc. Poet. t. li. p. 243 

At that feaſt were they ſer ved in rich array 3 

Every five and five nad a cokeney. 
That is, I ſuppoſe, a cook or ſcullion, to attend them. ——In 
thoſe rhymes aſcribed to Hugh Bigot which Camden has pu- 
blithed, Brit. Col. 451, (upon what aurherity I know not) 

Were I in my caftle of Bungey 

Upon the river of Waveney, | ; 

I woule ne care for the King of Cliche.” 
The author, in calling London cocteney, might poſſibly al- 
luce to that imaginary country of idleneſs and luxury which 
was anciently known by the name of chtaigne or Cocagne, 


a name which Hickes has ſhevwn to be derived from coguina, 
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I wol ariſe and auntre it by my fa: 
Unhardy is unſely, thus men ſay, x. 
And up heroſe, and ſoftely he went 

Unto the cradel, and in his hand it hent, 4210 
And bare it ſofr unto his beddes fete. | 


Sone after this the wif hire routing lete, 

And gan awake, and went hire out to piſſe, 

Am came again, and gan the cradel miſe, 

And groped here und ther, bat ſhe fond non. 4215 
Alas! (quod the) I had almoſt miſgon; | 

] had almoſt gon to the clerkes bedde: 

Ey benedicite / than had] foule yſpedde. 

And forth ſhe goth til ſhe the cradel fond. 

She gropeth alway forther with hire hond, 4226 
And fond the bed, and thoughte nat but good, 
Becaufe that the cradel by it ſtood, 5 

And n'iſte wher ſhe was, for it was derk, 

But faire and wel ſhe crept in by the clerk, 


Gr. A. F. p. 231. He has there publiſhed an excellent deſcrip- 
tion of the cou of Cokaigne in old Englith verſe, but pro- 
bably tranflated from the French ; at leaft the French have had 
the 1 fable among them, for Boileau brag alludes to it, 
fat. vi. 
| Puck en po en Wiebe un pits ov chckyh 
The feſtival of La Cocatne ar Naples, & ſcribed dy lex ler. v. 
ti. p. 369, appears to have the fame foundation. It probably 
commen=ed under the Norman government. There is a mock- 
heroick poem in the Sicilian dialect entitled Ta Cuccagna Con- 
guifara, by Gio. Battiſta Baſili, Falerm. 1674, in which the 
deſeriytion of Palma citta di Cuccagna begins thue; 
Seni Caccagna ſutta una montigna 
Di ſurmaggia grattatu, et havi in cima 
e maccarnnt waa carrdary mayor. | 
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And lith ful ſtill, and wold han cxpght aflcps; $225 
Within a while this John the arc 11 l 
Aud on this goude wif he laieth on ſore; 1 
So mery a fit ne had ſhe nat ful yore 
He priketh hard and depe as he were mb * 
This joly lif han theſe two LAS > {5.9099 
„ 21 e 
For he had ſwonken all the longe night. 
And ſayd, Fare wel, Malkin, my ſwete wight? 
The day is come, I may no longer bide, 4235 
But e vermo wher ſo I go or r idle 
Lis thin awen clerk, fo have i hele, 
Now, dere lemman, quod ſhe, go, farewele; :; 


But or thou go o thing I wol thee tell. 1 
Whan that thou wendeſt home ward hy the mell, 

Right at the entree of the dore behind 4441 
Thou ſhak a cake of half a buſhel find 15 
That was ymaked of thin owen mele, ' 


Which that I halpe my fader for to ſtele: | 
And, good lemman, God thee ſave and kepe. 4245 
And with that word ſhe gan almoſt to wepe. 

Allein upriſt, and thought er that ie daw 


I wol go crepen in by my felaw 5 ;/; 

And fond the cradel at his hand anon. = 

By God, thought he, all wrang I have vito, 190 

My hed is tottie of my ſwink to night, 

That maketh . n e 240 
Folume II. 8 | 
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1 wot wel by the cradel I have miſgo; 


Here lith the miller and his wif alſo. | 

And forth he goth a twenty divel way” 44255 

Unto the bed, ther as the miller lay. r 

He wend have cropen by his felaw John, 

And by the miller in he crept anon, 

And caught him by the nekke, and gan him ſhake, 

And ſayd, Thou John, thou ſwineſhed, awake m_ 

For Criſtes ſaule, and here a noble game; 

For by that lord that called is Seint Jame, | 

As [ have thries as in this ſnort night 

Swived the millers doughter bolt upright 5 

While thou haſt as a coward ben agaſt.. 4265 
Ye, falſe-hariot, quod the miller, haſt? Fg = 

A, falſe traitour, falſe clerk, (quod he) 

Thou ſhalt be ded by Geddes dignitee, © 


Who dorſte be ſo bold to diſparage 


My dougliter, that is come of ſwiche linage. 4270 
And by the throte-bulle he caught Alein, | 
And he him hent deſpitouſly again, 

And on the noſe he ſmote him with his fiſt; _ 

Doun ran the hlody ſtreme upon his breſt: 

And in the flort with noſe and e l 5 
They walwe, as don two pigges in a poke. | 
And up they gon, and doun again anon, 

Til that the miller ſporned at a ſton, 

And doun he ſell back ward upon his wit; 03%. 
That wiſte nothing of this nice ftrif; 44280 
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For ſhe was fall aſlepe-a litel wight + fs 1A 
With John the clerk; that waked hal ue, 
And with the fall out of hire flepe ſne braide. 

Helpe, holy crois of Bromeholme! yore lyde) 

In manus tuas, Lord, to thee I call. 4283 
Awake, Simond, the ſend is on me ſall; 4 O14 

Myn herte is broken; helpe; I n' am but ded; 
Ther lith on up my Wombe and up myn hed: 
Helpe, Simkin, for the falſe clerkes fight. 
This John ſtert up as faſt as ever he e 4290 
And graſpeth by the walles to and fro 
To find a ſtaf, and ſhe ſtert up alſo, 

And knew the eſtres bet than di this a, 

And by the wall ſhe toke a ſtaf anon, t auf 1 
And ſaw a litel ſhemering of a ligt, 4295 
For at an hole in ſhone the mone bright, | 
And by that light ſhe ſaw hem bothe two, 

But ſikerly ſhe n'iſte who was who, wp 

But as ſhe ſaw a white thing in hire eye; 27 
And whan ſhe gan this white thing eſpie. — 
She wend the clerk had wered a W 4 
And with the ſtaf ſne drow ay nere and ww nu? 
And wend han hit this Alein/atte full, 
And ſmote the miller on the pilled ul, ” 
That doun he goth, and cried, Harrow! I die. 430 3 
Thiſe clerkes bete him wel, and let him lie,  * 
And greithen hem, and take hir hors 1 þ 
Aud eke r and on hir way they A 
"Sy. | 


714 


: 
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And at the mille dare eke they toke hir cake © 
Of half a buſhel flour ful wel ybake. 4310 
Thus is the praude miller wel yberte, 
And hath yloſt the grinding of the whete, | 
And paid for the ſouper every del 1 

Ct Alein and uf John that bete him wel | 
His wif is \wived and his doughterials; — 4315 
Lo, ſwiche it is a miller to be fals; 1» 
And therfore this proverb is ſayd ful ſuth, 

Fim thar not winnen wel that evil doth; - 

£4 gilour ſhal himſelf begiled be: nA 
And God, that fiteth hie in mageſtee, - 4320 
Save all this compagnie gret and ſmale. gh 
Thus have I quit the miller in my Tales. 

+> THE COKES PROLOGUE. 

Tur Coke of London, while the Reve ſpake, 

For joye (kim thought) he clawed him on the bak: 
A ha (quod he) for Criſtes paſſion, © 431 
This miller had a ſharpe concluſion” - | 

Upon this argument of herbergaye. 

Wel ſayde Salnmon in his langage 

Ne bring not every mat! into thin hous 
For herberwing by night is perilous. 4330 


N. 4318. Him thar not] 1 have reſtored this old word upon 
the authority of the beſt my, in this and other places. See ver. 
5911. 5918, 6947, 17391. It is derived from the Sax. thearfan, 
neceſſe, balere, and is generally uſed as an imperfonal. Him be- 
hoveth not to wine or acquire good that doth evil.“ I have 
vent ured to ſubſtitute wine inftead of the commop reading 
tene, of which I could make no ſcaſc. /. B. J. reads, He may 
nougat wilne. 
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Wel ought a man aviſed for to be 
Whom that he brought into his privet ee. 
I pray to God ſo ye ve me ſorwe and care 
If ever, ſithen I highte Hodge of Ware 
Herd Ia miller het yſette a- werk 4335 
He had = jape of malice in the dec 
But God forbede that we ſtinten here 
And therfore if ye vouchen ſauf to here 
A Tale of me that am a poure an 
I wol you tell as wel as ever avon n -4340 
A litel jape that fell in our citee. . 
Our Hoſte anſwerd and ſayde, [ arab lanes 
Now tell on, Roger, and loke that it Mes . 
For many a paſtee haſt thou letten blood, 11 
And many a Jacke of Dover haſt thou fold 4345 
That hath been twies hot and twies cold: 
Of many a pilgrim haſt thou Criſtes curſe 3 
For of thy perſelee yet fare they the werſe, 

V. 4345. a Facke of Dover] The general purport of this 
phraſe is ſufficiently explained in the following line, but the 
particular meaning 4have nat been able to inveſtigate. 

V. 4345. of thy pe rfelee} An old Boke of Kokery, which I have 
conſulted upon this occafion, mf. Harl. 40 16, has a receipt for 
gꝑoſe or capon farced,” but it does not mention parſelgy ; it 
only ſays in general terms, Take yolkes of eyeron (egges) 
* hard yiodde and hew hem ſmale with the herbes --and caite- 


s therto pouder of ginger peper canell and ſalt and grapes in 
tyme of yere.”” I have lately met with another (I ſup- 


poſe the true receipt for ſtufling a gooſe, in mi. Hart. 279. It 


begins Take percely and ſwynis prece or A a * 
and ere . Oe. 


S ij 


aa = 
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That they han eten in thy ſlohle gos, 
For in thy ſhop goth many a flie loos · 4356 
Now tell on, gentil Roger hav | 
But yet | pray thee be — 

A man may ſay ful ſoth in game and play. 

Thou ſayſt ful ſoth, quod Roger, by my fay; 
But ſoth play quade /pel, as the Fleming ſaith, 4355 
And therfore, Herry Bailly, by thy faith 
Be thou not wroth, ar we departen here, 

Though that my Tale be ef an-heftelere: . 

But natheles, I wol not telle it yer, 7 

But er e part ywis thou ſhalt be quit. 4360 
And therwithal he laugh and made chere, 

And 888 his Tale, as ye ſhul after — 5 
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A Prentis whilom dwelt in our Goody; 

Aud of a craft of vitaillers was he: A 10 4% 
Gaillard hz was as goldfinch in the n, 4365 
Broune as a bery, a propre ſhort felawe, 

With lokkes blake kembed ful fetifly : 

Dancen he coude ſo wel and jolily 

F. 35s. hub play quade ſpel] As this is ad to have been 2 
Flemith proverb I have inſerted pe from mil. 4b. 1, 2, in- 
lead of the common reading ptay.* 8pel, in Teur. is ludus, as 
quade or quaed'is mals. Sir John Harringtan, in his Apologie 
of Poetrie, quotes an old ſaying af the ſame import, Soi baurde 
is n bourde. . 

The Ener Tale] The deſeription of an unthrifty prentice 
given to dice, women, and wine, wafting thereby his matter's 
goods, and purehafing to himſelf Newgate. The moſt part of 
this Tale is loſt, or never fnithed dy the Author. 
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That he was — PAX COL PAGE ev 
He was as ful of love and paramouhr | 143 70 
As is the hive ful of hony ſwetoey ; stl.! 


eee e "_ ] 
At every bridale would he fing and hoppez: | 


He loved bet the taverne than theſhoppez * | | 4 
Out of the ſhoppe thider wold he lepfe, 
And til that he had all the fight yſe in 


And danced wel, he wold not come agein ; 
And'gadred him a meinie'of his ſort 
Jo hoppe and ſing, and maken ſwriche diſport; 43s | 


And ther ye TREE EF 
Jo plain at the dis in ſwicho a ſtrete; | 

For in the Toun ne was ther no — i antiek 

That fairer coude caſte a pair of dis 

Than Perkin eoude, and therto he was 60 4383 

Of his diſpence, in place bf privete : 990 


That fond his maiſter wel in his chaffare, 
For often time he fond his box ful bare. 


For ſothly a prentis, a revelour, {1644-30 
I hat haunteth dis, riot and paramour, 4390 
His maiſter ſhal it in his ſhoppe abie, b 644594 


Al have he no part af the minſtralciez oe 
For theft and riot they ben convertible, 4 
Al ean they play on giterne or ribible. 


v. 4375. riding in Chepe] There were cocketinies juſts in 
Cheapfide. Hollingf. v. ii. p. 348. But perhaps any dee 
may be meant. Mü. A. 1. 2, read revet. , 

v. 4377. And til] And is added. 4 app" 

v. 4394- they play] So mi. C.; all the reſt read be. 
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Re vel and trouth, as in a low degree, 49095 
They ben ful wroth all day, as men may ſee. 

This joly prentis with his maiſter abode, 
Til he was neigh out of his prentiſno de, 
Al were he ſnibbed bothe erly and late 
And ſomtime lad with revel to Newgate: 44co 
Zut at the laſt his maiſter him bethought, N 
Upon a day whan he his paper ſought, 
Of a proverbe that ſaith this ſame word, 
Wel bet is roten appel out of hord 1 
Than that it rote alle the remenant: 4405 
So fareth it by a riotous ſervant; 
It is wel laſſe harm to let him pace 
Than he ſhende all the ſervants in the place: 
Therfore his maiſter yaf him a quitance, - 
And bad him go, with ſorwe and with nieſchance. 
And thus this joly prentis had his leve: 4411 
Now let him riot all the might or leve. | 

And for ther n'1s no thefe without a louke 
That helpeth him to waſten and to ſouke | 
Of that he briben can or borwe may, 4415 
Anon he ſent bis bed and his array 
Unto a compere of his owen ſort 
That loved dis, and riot, and difport, 
And had a wif that held for contenance 7 
A ſhoppe, and ſwived for hire ſuſtenance. 4420 


c oy Re 


. 4413- a louke] A receiver. to a thief, Sp. K. This expla- 
nation, I believe, is a mere fancy, but I have nothing better 
to propoſe, 
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PHE MANOF LAWS ens 


Oos Hoſte ſaw nay what che Weine u A 
The ark of his artificial day had ronne 
The fourthe part aud halt an ee, more; 
And though he were not depe expert in lor 
He wiſte it was the eighte-abdetwenty day 44159 
Of April, that is meſſager to Marx.. 
And ſaw wel that the ſhadow of every tre: 
Was as in lengthe af the ſame quantitee e 
That was the budy erect that cauſed it, füt 41 ar 
And therfore by the ſkgdow he toke his wit 4436: 
That Phebus, which that ſhone ſo clere ood bright. 
Degrees was five - and: furty clombe un hightz. n 
And for that day, as in chat latitud eg. 
It was ten of the cluk he gan conclud gg et 
And ſodenly he plight his hors aboute. 4438 
Lordings, quod he, IWarne yau all De raute 


The fourthe-partic of this day is gon: 
Now for the love of God um af Scivr John {LOA HT 
Leſcth no time, as frrſorth as e mag. 


Lordings, the time it waſteth night and day, 34 
And ſteleth from us, what prively ſlep ing. 
And what thurgh negligence in dur waking, if) 
As doth the ſtreme, that turneth never again, 

Deſcending fro the montagne into a plain. 


1 

v. 4421, Our Hoſte rw el] Concerning the time of day 
meant to de polnted out in the fulowing lines {ee the "Dif 
cqurfe r. . 77 LANE 
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Wel can Senek and many a philoſophre 444 


Bewailen time more than gold in coffre; 
For loſſe of catel may recovered be. 
But loſſe of time ſhendeth us, quod he. 
It wol not come again withouten drede, 


No more than wol Malkins maidenhede 4450 


When ſhe hath loſt it in hire wantonneſſe: 

Let us not moulen thus in idelneſſm. 
Sire Man of Lawe, quod he, ſo have ye an. 

Tell us a Tale anon, as for word is. | 

Ye ben ſubmitted thurgh your free aſſent | 4455 

To ftonde in this cas at my jugement. 1 U 

Acquiteth you now; and holdeth your beheſt; 

Than have ye don your devoir at the blk: * n 
Hoſte, quod he, de par dieus jeo affente, ' | 

To breken forword is not min entente oo 

Beheſt is dette, and I wold hold ge A 

All my beheſt, I can no better ſaynn 

For ſwiche lawe as man yeveth eee 

He ſhuld himſelven uſen it by right. 101 

Thus wol our text; but erde, M v4 44s 

Lean right now no thrifty Tale ſain, 

But Chaucer (though he can but lewedly 

On metres and on riming um 


+ — Malkins maidenbede] Atommon phraſe. P, p, fol. 
— 


Je have no more merit of maſſe ne of houres 
Than Malkin & bire maydenboed, that no wan defireth. 
5. 4467. But Chaucer)] So mſſ. C. 1, Aft. 1, 2. in the editt 
it had been ſtrangely corrupted into That, ; 
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Hath ſayd hem in ſwiche Engliſh as he can 
Of olde time, as knoweth many a man; 4470 
And if he have not ſayd hem, leve brotherr,r 
In o book, he hath ſayd hem in another; 
For he hath told of lovers up and doun n 
Mo than Ovide made of mentioun ie SF 
In his Ep#/olis, that ben ful olde. 447 
What ſhuld I tellen hem ſin they ben toldde? 
In youthe he made of Ceys and Alcyon, 

And ſithen hath he ſpoke of everich on 

Thiſe noble wives, and thiſe lovers eke, 2 
Who ſo that wol his large volume ſeke 4480 


F. 447%. In youthe be made of Cs] The ſtory of Ceyx and 
Alc yone is related in the introduction to the poem which was 
for ſome time called The Dreme of Chaucer, but which, in the 
mil, Fairf.16,and Pod. 633, is more properly entitled TheBooke 
of the Ducheſſe. The following note, which has been preſix- 
ed to it in all the later editions, is in mi. Fairf. in the hand- 
writing of John Stowe ; © By the perſon of a mourniag knight 
e ſitting under an oke is meant Jahn of Gaunt, Duke of Lan- 
* caſter, greatly lamenting the death of one whom hee entirely 
© loved, ſuppoſed to be Blanche the Ducheſſe.“ I believe John 
is very right in his conjecture. Chaucer himſelf, in his Leg. of 
G. W. 418, ſays, that he made The Deth of Blaunche the Du- 
cheſſez_ and in the poem now under conſideration he me 
alludes to her name, ver. 948383 


And faire white ſhe hete | itt 
That was my ladys name right. | 
On the other hand the knight js repreſented, ver. 455. 63 
Of tue age uf foure- and- twenty yere, L | 1 
Upon his derde bat litel here. SLEEP 


whereas John of Gaunt, at the death of uae in 1 309 was 
about nine · and twenty years of age. But this perhaps was a 
deſigned miſrepreſentation. I will juſt'obſerve that the mai 
ner in which Chaucer ſpeaks of his o/ age at the time of this 
compoſition is a confirmation of what has been NN in 
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 Cleped The Seintes Legende uf Cupide: e dh: 
Ther may he ſe the large woundes w . 5 
Of Lucrece, and of Bubylon Fhiſbe; 

The ſwerd of Dido for the falfſe Enee 
The tree of Phillis fax hire IP < ory oy 
The plaint of 1 us. 
Of Adriane and Vſiphileeʒ 

The barreine ile ſtonding che "WR 

The dreint Leandre for his ſayre 3 196 

The teres of Heleine, and cke the wo' 4490 
Of Briſeide and of Ladomia; dus 

The crueltee of thee, Quene Medes, 


the Diſcourſe, ce n. z. that The Canterbury Tales were the 
work of his lateſt years. When the Ducheſs Blanch died he was 
ghe-and-forty, a time of life which, | believe, a man ſeldom 
calls his youth; till he is advanced at eee 
yond it. 

. 4481. Te deinten Legends of Cupidte] in the edit. 1 i call 
eu The Legende of Good Women; in mſ. Fairf. 16, The Le- 
gende of ix Gode Women. Aeverging to Lydgate [Prol. 0 
\Boccace] the number was to have been nineteen, and perhaps 
te Legende itſelſaffinus ſume ground for tliis notion; ſee vet. 

183 But this number was probably never completed, and the 
laſt tory of Hyper nefira is ſeemingly unfinitbed, In this 
the Man of Lawe omits two ladies, vis. Cleopatra and 

Philomela, whofe hiftories are in The Legende, and he enu- 
meratcs cight others of whom there are no hiRories/In The 
Legende as we have it at preſent : are we to ſuppoſe that they 
have'been loft?—With reſpeR to the time of Chaucer" s writing 
The Legende ſec the Diſteurſe, c. n. 3. 

. 4486. The flaint of Deignire} This reading is ſupported 
by ſeveral mil. of middling authority, but the better copies 
read Diane, and mf. 4; $yanc. There is a nymph Cyane in Ovid 
7 1. vg who . herſelf into a fountain, but not ſot 

ve. c an 
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Thy litel children hanging by the has 
For thy Jaſon, that was of love ſo fals?3aͥ 1498 


O Hipermeſtra, Penelope, Alceſte! 4495 
Your wif hood he commendeth with the beſte, | | 
But certainly no word ne writeth he 
Of thilke wicke enſample of Canace, Ab A907 
That loved kire owen brother finfullyz G7 
(Of all ſwiche curſed ſtories I ſay Fy) + +4300 
Or elles of Fyrius Appolonious, - LPS 
How that the curſed king Antiochus 
Rerafc his doughter of hire maidenhede,. + +. + 
That is ſo horrible a tale for to rede 
Whan he hire threw upon the pavement. 4505 
And therfore he of {ul aviſement r en LE 1 


N'old never write in non of his ſermons 
Of ſwiche unkinde abhominations: js K 4 
Ne I wol non reherſe, if that Imay⸗ yr 
But of my Tale how ſhal I don this day? 4310 
Me were loth to be likened douteles 1232 
To Muſes that men clepe Pirrides, 
(Metamorpbeſcos wote what I mene) 
But -natheles I recche not a bene 1 
Though l come after him with hawebake; 4515 
I ſpeke in proſe, and let him rimes make. N 7600 
F. 4512. To Muſes that men clepe Pierides] le rather mean, 
I think, the daughters of Perus, who contended with tha Muſes, 
and were changed into pies. Oi. Metam. l. v. 

v. 4515. with hawwebake) So mf. A. The other readi 
are—bawe i bake; mil, Aft. l, 2.——baxuwke bale, B. 6 — 
Volume JI. ; >. 24 P 47 . 1 4 l 
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And with that word he with a ſobre chere 
© Began his Tale, and ſayde as ye ſhull here. 


 THEMANOFLAWES TALE. 
O $earhful harm, condition of poverte, 84195 31 
With thirſt, with cold, with hunger, ſo confounded, 
To aſken helpe thee ſhameth in thin herte, 431 
If thou non alk, ſo ſore art thou ywounded, = 
That veray nede unwrappeth al thy wound hid. 
Maugre thin ked thou muſt for indigence © 
Or ſtele or begge, or borwe thy diſpence. 4525 
Thou blameſt, Criſt, and fayſt ful dicerly, 
He miſde parteth ticheſſe temporal; 
Thy neighebour thou witeſt ſinſully, 
And ſayſt thou haſt to lite] and be hath all: 
Parfay (fayſt thou) fomtime he reken ftrall, 4530 
Whan that his tay] hal brennen in the glede, 
For he nought helpeth neecſul in hir nede. f 
Herken what is the ſentence of the wiſe, 
Bet is to dien thay have indigence, 5 
Thy ſelve neighehonr wol thee deſpiſe; | 45 35 


bake, B. .. bare wee bauke, r. harte ve bate, B. J. HA. 
bart e ybake, Ca. 3. be to bie be hath nv lat, cu. 7 * reader 
may take his choice of then. 

The Manpf LawesTale) Lady CuRance, the ed daugh- 
ter of Rome, aſter her marriage with the Soudan of Surrey, 
through the malice af the Soutan's mother ſuffereth great 
trouble and mitery with her young child Maurice, but yet in 
the eiid is reftored to comfort. 

F. 45 34: Bet is to dien] This faying of dolomon is quoted in 
Rom. lx ia RO. 857 3, ( Micux vault mourir que pauvres eftte.” 
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U thou be poure farewel thy reverence,” . 
Vet of the wilt man take this fedtencey 
Alle the dayes of pure men ben Wicke??? 
Beware therfore or thou come to that Priebe. 5 | 

If chen be poure thy brother hateth thee, 4540 
And all thy frendes Beer fte thet, ala? 
O riche marchants ful of wele ben xe, 
O noble, o prudent folk us in «his ex (0 
Your bagges ben nt filted with ambes %% 
But with s cia thatrennerh for — 4 54 
At Criſtenmaſſe nicry may ye dance. 

_ Ye ſeken lonct and ſee fur pour PE oc Py, 
As wiſe folk ye knowea all th eſtait 10 
Of regnes : ys be fathers of tidinges' 10G 2h 
And tales hut of pes aud ef debat?: 35 
1 were right now of tales deſolat , 
Mere that a marthant, gi many vr: 
Me taught à Tale which chat ye fh here. 

In Surria whitom dwelt 4 cmpag nie 
Of chapmen rich, and therto {14 aud 3 45 34 
That wide werte ſenten hir fpicerle, NA 
Clothes of gold, and fat hs riche athens, Moldeatult 
Hir chaffare was ſo thrifty ane fo f6ewey ee 
That every wight With deigteeto chiaffare 7 nt 
With hem, and eke to fullen hem hit Ware. 4560 

Now fell it that the mailters of that fr 
Han ſhapen hem to Rome ſor ts weld: © 27 1 
Wrre it for chaptiiantived ur for diſpoery 2 = 6 | 
T ij 


* 
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Non other meſſage wold they thider ſende ß 
But comen hemſelſ to Rome; this is the ende; 4s 10 | 
And in ſwiche place as thought hem avantage 
For hir entente they taken hir herbergage. 
-  Sgjourned han theſe marchants in that toun 
A certain time, as fell to hir pleſance: 
And fo beſell that the excellent renoun 4570 
Of the emperou es doughter, Dame Cuſtance, 14) 
Reported was with every circumſtance 7 
Unto theſe Surrien marchants in fwiche wiſe 
Fro day to day as Lſhal you deviſe. 3 | | 
This was the commun vois of every man: 4478 
Our emperour of Rome, God him ſq̃ 
A doughter hath that ſin the world began, 
To recken as wel hire goodneſſe as beaute, 
N'as never ſwiche another as is ſne 7 x 
I pray to God in honour hire ſuſtene, 4380 
And wold ſhe were of all Europe the quene, _ 
In hire is high beaute withouten pride, 
Youthe withouten grenehed or folic: 
To all hire werkes vertue is hire guide 
Humbleſſe hath flajen in hire eau 455 
She is mirrour of alle curteſie, | 
Hire herte is veray chambre of hofineſſe, - 
Hire hond migiſtre of fredom for almeſſe. 
And al this vois was ſoth, as God is trewe; 
But now to purpos let us turne agein. 4590 
Theſe marchants han don fraught hir ſhippes newe, 
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And whan they han this blisful maiden ſin 
Home to Surris ben they wert ſul fayh, 
And don hir nedes; as they Hat den yore, 1 
And liven in wele; hey Arena os 4 
Now fell it chat theſe marthants een _ 
Of him that wasche Soudary of Surtiey © 
For whan they cm from any ſtrangeè e 
N wold of lis benigne curtefes a7 
Make hem good there; and befily eſpie 4s 
Tidings of fondty regnet, for to lere 
The wonders that they mighte ſeen or here. 
Amongesother thinges ſpecialty | 
"Theſe marchants han him told of Dame wn 
So gret nobleſſe, in erneſt ſeriouſſy, "460g 
That this Soudam hath caught ſo gret ne, 
To han hire figure in his remembramoe, n 
That all his luſt and all his beſy cure 5 | 
Was for to love kire while his lif may dure. 
Paraventure in thilke large book 4610 
Which that men elepe the Heven ywritten was 
With ſterres, whan that he his birthe took, _ 
That he for love ſhuld han his deth, alas! 
For in the ſterres, clerer than is glas, NON 
Is writen, God wot, who ſo coud it rede, 467 5 
The deth of every man withouten drede. Wy 
In ſterres many a winter therbeforn 


L * 
Sex © #/ # 


. 4617. ra This ee wienſtares from mY Mes 
tuca/mus of Bernardus Svivettris,. an eminent pkiloſapher: aud 
T ij 
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Was writ the deth of Hector, Achilles 
Of Pompey, Julius, or they were born; 
The ſtrif of Thebes, and of Hercules, 4620 
Of Sampſon, Turnus, and of Sotrates 
The deth but mennes wittes ben ſo dull 
That no wight can wel rede it at che full. 


This Soudan for his pri ve ee Ee 
And ſhortly of this matere ſor to pace, en 
He hath to hem declared his entent, Ment wants, 
And ſayd hem certain, but he might have grace | 
To han Cuſtance, within a litel fpace 


He n'as but ded, and charged hem in hie 
To ſhapen for his lif ſom reme die. " 4630 
Diverſe men diverſe thinges ſaidenn 
They argumentes caſten up and doun: 
e ene ditt 


poet about the middle of the er Fabric. BL. Med. 
tat. in v. Bernardus Carnotenfts et Sylweftris, 1 will tranſcribe 
here the original lines from mi. Bod. 12653 


Præjacet in aims ſeries, quam longior =tas 
Explicet et ſpatiis temporis ordo ſuis, 
$ceptra Phoronei, fratrum diſcordia T hebis, 

Hamma Phejbentis, Deucalionis ass. 
In te!llis Codri as, copia Croeft, T 
Inceftus Paridis, Hippoby tique pudor. 

Intelli Priami ſpecies, audacia 7 ie, 
- 1) Senſus Hhyxtus, Lier culeuſyue vigh 
In fiellis pugil eſt Pollux et navita ee 
Et Cicero-thetor et geometwa Thales. 
In fie!lis lepidum dictat Mato, Milo figuraty - 
Fulgurat in Latia novititate Nero. hs 
Alx notat Perſis, Zgyptus parturit artes, 
; Grzcia dota legit, prælia Roma gerit. 


The four lines in talicks ar quoted in the margin fm. j. 
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They ſpeken of magike and abuſion ß 
But finally, as in concluſion, n. OT 
od aa woo eee org 15 Sire) 544 T 
Ne in non other way ſave mariage,:::; +12) ,- 
Than ſaw they therin ſwiche ab 
By way of reſon, for to ſpeke all plan, 
Becauſe ther was ſwicke diverſitee 8 47 
Betwene hir bothe lawes, that they n Ari 2571 
They trowen that no Criſten prince wold fan 
Wedden his child under our lawe ſwete, 85 a 
That us was yeven by Mahound our prophete. 
And he anſwered, Rather than wee as nh ates 
Cuſtance I wol be criſtened douteſes: 6.1 
I mote ben hires, I may non other . WA Ber N. 
I pray you hold your arguments in pee: :: 
Saveth my lif, and beth not recchelees 
To geten hire that hath my lif in eure, yo 4630 
For in this wo may not long endure... 
What nedeth greter dilatation?;ʒ 1 +7 
I fay by tretiſe and ambaſfatrie, 


And by the Popes mediation, ' . .' Ts 
And all the chirche, and all bee, e | 
That in deſtruction of Maumetrie, Dunk 7; 


And in encxeſe of Crilteslawe dere, hg. vlag 4 
2 5 ben aecorded ſo as ye may here: 1155 „ 1 
How that the Soudan and his 3 2211 | 
And all his lieges, ſhuld ycriſlened be,. 6 4660 | 
And he ſhal han Cuſlance in morjages:(; „„ | 


A 
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And certain gold Vir'6e what quarifiteey- ß 
And hereto finden ſuffiſagitſurerte: ' © (ilant 1 
The ſame aceoyd #ſworne on eythey nde: 
Now, fair Cuſtance; almighey — wy 
wp han voce eee ware 
That I ſhuld tetfen all the purvekance 
The which that the Rinperoar of his tioblefe' 
Hath ſhapent for hiv dowghter Dame Cuſtance. | 
— oeerr pn wetaprregeeiſ Prado 
So eee ee ri . 
As wag wiaied here Migh s canfer 
e bad dagen ith bir for to weade, 
Lordes, ladies, and knightes of renoun, OL SE 
And other fol ya] this is the end? 4675 
— e Vater | 
That every wight with gret devotioun - 
K fiat Ho tbe Wabinge 
Receive in gre uod fpede this viage. | | 
The day is comer of hire + En et 
I ſay the woful day fatal is come rü 
That ther may be no longer tarying, © 
But forward they hem dreſſen all and ſome. 
Cuſtance, that was wick ſorwe all overtome, 
Ful pale ariſt, and dreffeth hire to wende, 08 
For wel ſhe ſetlt ther nis non other ende 
Ala! chen wonders i though the wept, 
Thad ſhal be ſent to ſtraunge nation 
Fro frendes that ſo tendrely hire kept, 


TUE NaN or LAWES"TALR. 224 


And to be bounde under ſubjection 469 
Of on ſhe knoweth ciara, © 26 1 85 115 | 
Houſbondes ben all good, arid han ben yore 
That knowen wives, I dare ſay no more. 45 xo. - 
Fader, (ſhe ſaid) thy wretched child aden 
Thy yonge doughter, foſtered up ſo ſoft, 40695 
And ye, my moder, my ſoveraine pleſanee 
Over all thing, (out taken Criſt on loft 42K 
Cuſtance your child hire recommendeth oſt 
Unto your grace, for I ſhal to Surrie,. [114 
Ne ſhal I never ſeen you more with eye. 4700 
Alas! unto the Barbare nation vrig aid to 100 
I muſte gon, fin that it is your will; - $£4.0 M1516. i} 
But Criſt, that ſtarfe for our redetyption,.'/ |; | 
So yeve me grace his heſtes to fulfill. 
I wretched woman no force though l ſpill: 40 
Women arn borne to thraldom and penance. 
And to ben under mannes governance. ule er 
I trow at Troye han ire brake the wall . 
Or llion brent, or Thebes the cite, 
Ne at Rome for the harm-thurgh Hauniball, 4710 
That Romans hath venqueſhed times three, _ 6235S 
N'as herd ſwiche tendre weping for pitee - 15. 


; \ R. . 
v. 4709. Or llion brent) There is great confuſion among 
the mff. in this line. I have made the beſt ſenſe that _— | 
without departing too far from them, Mſ Ay reads - -. 
Or whanne Ilion brende Thebes the citeey  , - 0 
which might lead one to conjecture, _ _... 1... 5 
Or whanne Philip brende Thebes the cite. 
This laſt phraſe is French. See Froigart, v. j. c. A bel 
* REnes la cite et environ.“ 
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As in the chambre was for hire partingg 
But forth ſhe dart gane 0 60 
O firſte moving eruel firmamemt! "40715 
With thy digrnadfwcgh chat eroodeſt *. | 
And hattleſt all from eſt til oreident, 
That naturally wold held another way, 
Tn e eee b N. 
At the beging of chis fierce viage 4746 
That cruti Murs hath fiain — 
lnſortunat aſcendent tortuous, | 
Of which the lord ivhetpetes fall, M 
e eee pd 
O Mars, o Atyzatf f as in this cas; ann 
O feble eee 0 
Thou kanteſt eee ee eee 
Ther thou wete web fro thennes art thou wel ved. 
Imprudent'Bripercur of Romt; alas 
Was ther no philefophre in al thy tom? 275 e 
Is no time bet chan othor in b ee 93 
Ol viage is ther gow election 
Namely eln of lh cle, ame Ai 3/7 
v. 4725. O Mars,  Atyzar] 80 mf. 4. yo mit. rea 
At bar. Atay ver, Aitener, Mr. 1 am hot aſtroboger er-] 
to determine which is the right word. ier, Span. and At- 
Her, Tr. Sguley 20 Hght 4 tire, bo ifftamnc 5 but Whether that 
ne can hivcany place here I am doubrfal. 
v 47 34 iiber aun leAio ud] in this mega of md c. Ty is 
the following quot#fiorr; © Orhnes cencerarty ſunt, quod 
« F/etiones int debiles, nifl ir divitivits: habeiit c iti, u. 


* cet, debiltentur curüm clefontr, radicets, 1. pdivirates 
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Nat whan Wy ee, ane ve au 7 3 ITE 

Alas! we ben to lewed or ta fle, ũF. Ou 
To ſhip is brought this voll lire maid: 

Solempnely, wich every circumſtance - 

Now Jeſu Criſt-be with you all, ſhe ſaid. 

her n is no more, but Farewe], fair Coſtance, 

She peineth hire ta make good countenance z . _ 

And forth I let hire fayle in —— | 

And turne I wol againe to my matere. 

The mother of the Saudan, well of waa, | 

Eſpied hath hire ſones pleine entente, 

How he wol lete his olde facrifices; - ' 4745 

And right anon ſhe for her conſeil {ente, ./'  -_ 

And they ben comen to know what the mente; 

And whan aſſembled was this folk in fere | 

bhe ſet hire doun, and ſayd as ye ſnul here. 
Lordes, (he ſayd) ye known everich os 4730 

How that. my ſone in point is for to lets 

The holy lawes of our Alkaron, ane $1 

Yeven by Goddęs meſſager Mahomete;- 4 ons 

But on avow to grete God | heteee. 

The lif ſhal rather out of my body h_ 474 

Than Mahometes la we out of myn herteQ. 
What ſhuld us tiden of this newe lawe 

But thraldom to our bodies and adi 

And afterward in helle to hen drawe, 


* eorum, qua confortat amnem nn as tos 


V nere,“ c. It is taken from Liber Eledionum, by one Zach, 
mi. Harl. $0, Bod. 1648. 


tx 
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For we reneied — 4760 
But, Lordes, wol ye maken afforance, - 
As I ſhal ſay, affenting to my lore? 

And l ſhal make us ſauf for evermore. 

They ſworen and aſſented every maun 
To live with hire and die, and by hire ond; ans 
And everich on, in the beſt wiſe he an, 

To ſtrengthen hire ſhal all We ud. $0. . 
And ſhe hath this empriſe ytaken in hond 
Which ye ſhull heren that 1 ſhal deviſe, - - 

And to hem all ſhe ſpake right in this wife, 4770 
We ſhul firſt feine us'Criftendom to take; 
Cold water hal not greve us but a lite 
And i ſhal ſwichea feſte and revel make 
That, as | trow, I ſhal the Sudan quite: 

For tho his wif be criſtened never ſo 3 8 47 
She ſhal ha ve nede towaſh away the rede 
Though ſhe a font of water with hire lede. 

O Soudanneſſe, rote of iniquitee, 
Virago thou · Semyramee the ſecond,” | 
O ſerpent under feminin ite, 435780 
Like to the ferpent depe in helle 1 | 
O feined woman] all that may confound 
Vertue and innocence, thurgh thy n 
Is bred in thee, as neſt of every vice. 

O Sathan envious! ſin thilke day SE 114785 
Thar thou were chaſed from our 3 e 
Wel knowelt thou to woman the olde way: 
| we * PE 


5 
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Thou madeſt Eysa bring us in ſervage, 
Thou wolt ſardon this Criſten mariage : 
Thin inſtrument ſo{wala wa the while!) 4790 
Makeſt thou of women whan thou wolt begile. 
This Soudanneſſe, whom I thus blame and ne 
Let prively hire conſeil gon hir way: 
What ſhuld l in this Tale longer ds: | 
She rideth to the Soudan on a day, 4795 
And ſayd him that ſhe wold reneie hire lay, 
And Criſtendom of preites hondes fong, 
Repenting hire ſhe Hethen was fo long; 
Beſeching him to don hire that honour - 
That ſhe might han the Criſten folk to feſt ; uo 
To pleſen hem I wol do my labour. 
The Soudan faith, | wol don at your heſt, 
And kneling thanked hire of chat requeſt; 
So glad he was ne n iſte not what to ſay, 
She kiſt hire ſone, and home ſhe goth hire way. 
Arrived þen theſe Criſten ſolk to lend 4306 
In Surrie, with a gret ſolempne route, | 
And haſtily this Soudan ſent his ſond 
Firſt to his mother and all che regne aboute, | 
And fayd his wif was comen out of donte, 4810 
And praide hem for to riden again the 1 
The honour of his regne to ſuſtene. 
Gret was the preſſe, and riche was th array 
Of Surriens andRomanes met in fere. | 
The mother of the Soudan riche and gay 431g 
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Received hire with all ſo glad a chere 

As any mother might hire . *. 

And to the nente citet ther beſide 

A ſofte pas ſolempnely they ride. | | 
Novght trow l the triumph of Julius, "4820 

Of which that eke yo EN e 

Was realler or more curious 

Than was th afembles of thi bug bea: 

Butte this ſcorpion, this wicked goſt, 

The Soudanneſſe, fot all hire —— Dis: 45825 

Caſt under this ful mortally to ſting. . 
The Soudan cometh himſelf fone alter this 

So really, that wonder is to tell, 

And welcometh hire with alle joye aid bl 0 

And thus in mit th and joye I let hem 3 4830 

The fruit of this matere is that [ tell. N 

Wuhan time came, men thought it for the beſt” 

That revel ſtint, and men goto hir reſt. 

The time come is this olde Soudanneſſe 

Ordeined hath the feſte of which 1 tolde, 4835 

And to the feſte Criſten folk hem dreſſe 

In general, ya, bothe yonge and olde. 

Ther may men feſt and realtee beholde, 

And deintees mo than I can you deviſe; | 
But all to dere they bought it or they riſe. 4840 
O ſoden wo, that ever art ſucceſſour 2 

To wordly blis! ſpreint is with bitterneſſe 


v. 4841. O /oden x00] I Hall tranfcribe the following paſſage 
from the margin of mſ. C. 1, though I know not from what 
author it is borrowed, as it confirms the readings adopted in 


| TREMANOF LAWES raves Lg | 


Th' ende of th joys af ue worldly bows 4. | 
Wo occupieth the ſyn of our gladneſſe. ig 7 
_ Herken this conſeil for thy ſikerneſſe, a. 
Upon thy da eee 7 u 
The unware wo of harm chat cometh behind, | 
For ſhortly for to tellen at a word, + 6 bf 
The Soudan and the ieee [1 
Ben all to-hewe and ſtiked at the bord 1 | 
But it were only Dame Cuſtance-alone, 
This olde Soudanneſſe, this curſed crone, | 
Hath with hire frendes don this curſed dede, 
For ſhe hireſelf wold all the contree lede; 
Ne ther was Surrien non that Was converted, 
That of the conſeil of the Soudan wot, 4836 
That he n'as allro-hewe er he aſterted 3+ 
And Cuſtance han they taken anon MP 
And in a ſhip-allſtercles (God wot) 8 
They han hire ſet, and bidden hire ewe fl atho 
Out of Surrie againward to Itaille.- 1 
the text; * Semper mundane latitise triſtitia nil dab 
* cedit. Mundana igitur felicitas multis amaritudinibus eſt re+ 
« ſperſa. Extrema gaudil luQus occupat. Audi ergo ſakabre 
« confilium ; in die bonorum ne immemor ſis malorum.“ T8 
edit. read; O foudanwwo; He. 


*. 4858. - fate-bot] Haſtily, with ation See Gower, ö 
Conf. Amant. fol. 816; 


And forti with all anon fote bote a 

He ſlale the cowe | 
See allo R. R. 3827, © Haut le pied,” in ö has the ame 
ſignification. Cotgrade, in v.; ſo that l thould . bet, in 
eur phraſe, to be a corruption of haut. 
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ee eee 0 © v4 
They han hire yeven and clas he th hadde, | 
And forth ſhe ſayleth in the ſake ſe. 486g 


O my Cuflance! ful of benignitee, © 
O Emperoures yonge donghterdere!! 

He that is Lord of fortune be thy ſtere. - + 
__  Ske bleſſeth hire, and with ſubpitous'vois 

Unto the croisof Criſt thus fayde ſhnhe: 4870 

O clere, o weleful auter; holy crois! = | 
Red of the Lambes blood ful of pitee, 
That weſh the world fro the old iniquitee, 

That day that I ſhal drenchen in the depe. 4875 
| ViRorious tree, protection of trewe, 
That only worthy were for to bere 
The King of he ven with his woundes newe, 
The white Lamb, that hurt was with a ſpere; 

Flemer of fendes out of him aud here 42880 

On which thy ligzmes faithfully extenden, 
Ahne, and yeve me might my lu to amenden. 

Yeres and dayes fleet this creature 

Thurghout the fee of Grece, unto the Strate | 

Of Maroc, as it was hire aventurt : 48385 
On many a ſory mele now may he bai; 2 
Aſter hire deth ful often may ſhe waite, / 

Or that the wilde waves wal hire drive. 

Unto the place ther as ſhe ſhal arive, - 


* — 
1 0 


0 * 


Men mighten aſken FTP was not ſlain? 4890 
Dana 1601 
And l anſwer to that demand again, b Non 
Who ſaved Daniel in the horrible cas, 
Ther every wight ſave he, maſter or de 
Was with the leon frette or he aſterte ʒ ö ihe} 
No wight but God, that he bare in his herte - 
- God liſt to ſhew; his wonderful miracle 
In hire, for we ſhuld ſeen his mighty werke: 
Criſt, which that is to every harm tria cle, 
By certain menes oft, as knowen clerkes, 4900 
Doth thing for certain ende that ful derke ien 
To mannes wit, that for our ign orange 

Ne can nat know his prudent purveiance. 
Nov ſith ſhe was not at the felte yſlawe, 

Who kepte hite iro the drenching in the qt ; 4905 
Who kepte Jonas in the fiſhes mawe/, 
Til he was ſpouted up at Ninivee ? 
Wel may men kyoww it was no wight but he 

That kept the peple Ebraike fro Mp #1 
With drye fect thurghout the ſee paſſing. ie 

Who bade the foure ſpirits oftempeſt, t. 
That power han to anoyen lond and ſ ee, 
Both north and ſouth, and alſo weſt and eſt, 
Anoyen neyther ſee, ne lond, ne tree: 
Sothly the commander of that was ge Aon 5 
That fro the tempeſt ay this woman kepts 
As wel whan ſhe awoke as whan the ſlepte. 
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Who fed the Egyptian Mary in the car 4920 
eee e d e wat, Bess Se Ee 
Five thoufand folk it as as gret marvaille 
With loves five and ſiſhes rwo to feds: : 
| e eee 

She dri veth forth into our occary WY 
Thorghoutuer widetes,Gtavihe belt | 51 
Under an hold, that nempnen tne cn, 

Fer in Northumberlomd, the wave hire caſt, 
And in the ſand hire hip ftiked fo faſt” 
The wille of Crifi-was that ſhe ſhulde abide 

The Conſtable of the caſtle doun is fare 
NT: 

And fond this wery woman ful of care 
eee, eee ares e. eee eee 5 4939 
in hire langage mercy ſue beſought, 
The lif out of hire body for to twinne, 
mere I 

7 als, | 
But alrate therby was ſhe under ſtond. 494 
The Conſtable; wham him liftins lenger feche, =» 
This woful woman brought he to the lend. 
She: kneleth doun, and thanketh Geddes fone; = 
But what ſhe was ſhe wolde no man feye © | 
For foule ne faire, though that the ſnulde deye. 4945 

1 . 


Ii Mn e ee Vat os 
;zhbe ſald ſue was ſo mated in the fe 
That ſhe forgate Hire mivide, By hire tout. 
The Conſtable hatk of hire fo gret pit, ah 
And eke his wif, chat they wepen fer rourth - WF 
She was ſo diligent witheureft fo? 4930 
To ſerve aud pleſen everieh in that place AA ba 
That all hire love that oke it hire fu. 
The Conſtable and Dume Hermeꝑild his wif 
Were Payenes, and that eontree ever .Er - | 
But Hermegild loved Cuſtanee as Nire H: 4955 
And Cuſtance hat ſo long fojourned ter- 4 
In oriſons, with mary a bitter tere, i Holy 
Ti jeſa kath converted thuvgh his gruess 
Dame Hermegild, Corflableſſe of that place. 
In all that lend no Crifters dorſte — ' 9 0 
All Criſten folk ben fled fre that ehre 
Thurgh Payenes, that bessten, 
The plages of the north by lond — u 
To Wales fled the Criſtianitee 00990 
Of olde Beetons dwelling in no 45963 
Ther was hir refuge for the mene — OY Hy RA 
Bat yet nere Cxiſter Bretons fo exiled” | 
That ther Mere fort! which in hir privitee' © | 
Honoured Cxiſt, and Hethens fol beyHted; 1 


And neigh the eaſtteſwieche — e 
That on of hem was bnd, end might not ſee; AY, 
But it were with thilkee eyen of his minde; 
With which men mower? fee whan they ben Vide. | 


2336 THBMANOF LAWES ran. 

Bright was the ſonne as in that ſommers day, 
For which the Conſtable and his wifalſo, 4975 
And Cuſtance, han ytake the righte way + 
Toward the ſee a furlong way or two, 

To plaien and to romen to and fro. 

And in hir walk this blinde man they mette, 
Croked and olde, with eyen faſt yſnette. 4980 
in the name of Criſt, (cried this blinde Breton) 

Dame Hermegild, yeve me my ſight again. 
This lady were afraied of that ſouunn 
Leſt that hire huſbond, ſhortly for to ſain, 
Wold hire for Jeſu Criſtes love have ſlain, 4985 
Til Cuſtance made hire bold, and bad hire werche 
The will of Criſt, as doughter of holy cherche. 
Ide Conſtable were abaſhed of that ſight, 
And ſayde, What amounteth all this fare? 
Cuſtance anſwered, Sire, it is Criſtes 8 4999 
That helpeth folk out of the fendes-ſnare : : 
And ſo ferforth ſhe gan our lay declare, 
Thar the the Cooltable,er that it mere eyes * 
Converted, and on Criſt made him beleve. | 
This Conſtable yas not lord of the place | 14995 
Of which I ſpeke, ther as he Cuſtance fond, 
But kept ĩt ſtrongly many a winter ſpace 
That was ful wiſe, ant worthy of his hond 
Againe the Scottes, as men may wel here; $5000 
But tourne I wol againe to my matere. 


THE MAN-OF LAWESTALY, 447 
$arhay; chat ever us waitethto begiley/: "1 411-1 4 
Saw of Cuſtance all hire perfeftioun, : 1 20 02s, 
And caſt anon how he might quite hire while, 
And made a yonge knight, that Ureelt it tat tun, 
Love hire ſo hota oſ foule aſſectlioun, 3006 
That veraily him thoaght that he ſnuld ſpille:! + 
But he of hire might ones han bis Wille 
He wocth hire, but ĩt a vaileth nougit ; 
She wolde do no. ſinne by no w]. ]: : J 010 
And for deſpit he compaſſed his thou git 
To maken hire on ſhameful deth to de: 
He waiteth vhan the Conſtable is a- waer. 
And pri vily upon a night he erepfte 
In Hermegildes chambre while the flepte. 3e; 
Wery, forwaked in hire oriſou xs 
Slepeth Cuſtance, and Hermegilde alſ Vo 
This knight, thurgh Sathanas temptations, * 
All ſoftely is to the hed go... 
And cut the throte of Hermegilde atwo/, 3040 
v. 5002.7 The folſowifig plot ofthe Laight againkt Contlance, 
[from this ver. ti ver: 5646,) and a- Her ad th the 


tte ward (cm ver 5330 to ver- 5344} are both te be found. 
(with ſome ſmall variations) in a ſtory in be Ge a Rem an 
ch. 101, mf. Hart. 1250. Octleve has verfified'ttie whole för y, 
as he has another from tie ame collection De 'Fobadrda et 
muliere mala, ch. 4. Ibid. (cxx. edit.) See am excellent mi. 


of Occteve's works, Bib. Reg. 17, d. vi. The firſt poem begins 

jn the Rœaitt Jefterwriten is cus te Cent, v7 

time an emperbur prideur and wiſe.ʒ-»» ⁊ Ee 5 
F. soo. bowhe might quite bare ac e eee | 

go in The Leg. of Ariad. v. ult. * the divel guife himbis <rÞile,* 
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And layd the blody knif by Dame Cuſtance,  *' 
And went his way, ther God yeve him miſchance. - 

Sone aſter cometh this Conſtable. home again, 
And cke Alla, that king was of that lond. 
And ſaw his wife deſpitouſly yflan, Foz 
For which ful oft he wept and wrong his hond; 
And in the bed the blody knif he fond 

By Dame Cuſtance. Alas! what might r 

For veray wo hire wit was all away. 

To King Alla was told all this miſchance, hoes 
And eke the time, and wher, and in what wiſe, 
LDR SE 
As here before ye han herd me deviſe: 
— AO ages *- Pas 43 a 
Whan he ſaw ſo benigne a creature Jogy 
Falle in diſeſe and in miſaventure. 

For as the lamb rnd erin lironght, ; 150 
So ſtant this innocent beforn che king: 
Win falſe knägbe, ben hath-thistrefan wrought, wh 
Bereth hire in hond that ſhe hath don thisthing: 5040 
But natheles there was gret murmuring 
Among the peple, and ſayn they cannot geſſe 
That the had don ſo great a wickedneſſe; ts 

For they han ſeen hire ever fo vertuous, . . 
And loving Hermegild right as hire lif, $045 
Of this bare witneſſe everich in that hous, : 
Save he that Hermeyild ſlow with his knif. 

Fhis gentil King hath caught a gret motif 


ux MAR OF/LAWES TALE. 239 
Of this witneſs, and thought he Rhone”; 
Deper in this cas, trouthe for to lere. bee 
Alas! Cuſtance, thou haſt no champion 
Ne ſighten canſt thou not, ſo wala wa! 
Bot he that ſtarf for our redemption, : » - 
And bond Sathan, and yet lith ther he lay, 
So be thy ſtronge champion this day: 3055 
For but if Criſt on thee miracle kite 
Withouten gilt thou ſhalt be ſlaine as ſwithe. | 
She ſet hire doun on knees; and thus ſhe ſayde; 
Immortal God chat ſavedeſt Suſanne 1 
Fro falſe blame, and thou merciful mayde, 5060 
Mary i mene, doughter to Seint Anne, i) 
Beforn whos child angels Age e 
If I be gilteles of this felon 
My ſocour be, or elles i die. | e 
Have ye not ſeen ſomtime a pale ſaſte 3065 
(Among a prees) of him that hath ben le 
Toward his deth, wher as he geteth no grace, 
And ſwiche a colour in his face hath had, 
Men mighten know him that was ſo beſtad”  - |} 


Amonges all the faces in that route, 38070 
So ſtant Cuſtance, and loketh hire aboute, 
O quenes living in proſperitee, 
Ducheſſes, and ye ladies everich on!!! 
Haveth ſom routhe on hire adverſitee : 


An emperoures doughter ſtant alone 3075 
She hath no wight to whom to make hire mone.j 


| 


O hlood real, that ſtondeſt in this drede, 
Fer hen thy frendes in thy grete nede! 
This Alla king bath fwiche compalioun, 
As gentil herte is fulfilled of pitee, - Jet 
That fro his eyen ran the water doun. | 
Now haſtzly do fecche a book, quad he, 
And if this knight wol ſweren how that ſhe 
This woman flow, yet wol we us aviſe, 
Whom chat we wol that ſhal ben our juſtice. obs 
& Breton book, written with Evangiles, 85 
Was fet. and on this book he ſwore anon 
$he giltif vras, and in the mene whiles 
An hond him ſmote upon the nekke bone, 
That doun he fell at ones as a ſtone, 5090 
And both his eyen broſt out of his fate 
In ſight of every body in that place. 
A vois was herd, in general audience, 
That ſayd, Thou haſt deſclandred gilteles 
The daughter of holy chirche in high preſence; 5ogs 
Thus haſt thou don, and yet hold | my pees. 
Of this mervaille agaſt was all the prees; 
As maſed folk they ſtonden everich on 
For drede of wreche, fave Cuſtance alone. 
Bret was the drede and eke the repentance 1 | 
Of hem that hadden wronge ſuſpection | 
Upon this ſely innocent Cuſtance : - 
And for this miracle, in concluſion, 
And by Cuſtances mediation, 


F ad 
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The king, and many-another in that place, 5105 


| Converted was, thanked be Criſtes grace. 


This falſe kgight was ſlain for nn wy 
By jugement of Alla haſtily ;  ' beg 
And yet Cuſlance had of his deth gret routhe; * 
And after this Jeſus of his mercy 375145 
Made Alla wedden ſul up * 47 * 
This holy woman, that is ſo bright and ſhene; 
And thus hath Criſt ymade Cuſtancea quene, 

But who was woful (if I ſhal not lie) FF: 
Of this wedding but Donegild, and no mo, 5716 | 
The kinges mother, ful of tyrannie ,, 
Hire thoughte hire curſed herte braſt atwo; 

She wolde not that hire {one had do ſo: 
Hire thoughte a deſpit that he ſhulde take 
So ſtrange a creature unto his make. 3120 

Me liſt not of the chaf ne of the ſtre | 

Maken ſo long a tale as of the corn. 

What ſhulde I tellen of the realtee 

Of this mariage, or which cours goth beſorn: 

Who bloweth in a trompe or in an horn? 5125 
The fruit of every tale is for to ſay; | 

They ete and drinke, and dance, and ſing. and play. | 

They gon to bed, as it was ſkill and right, 
For though that wives ben ſul holy thinges, 

They moſten take in patience a night _ 5130 
Swiche maner neceſſaries, as ben pleſinges 
To folk that han ywedded hem with ringes, 
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And lay a lite hir holineſſe afide ' + 
As for the time, it may no bet betide. | 

On hire he gat a knave childe anon, 3135 
And to a biſhop, and his Conſtable eke, * 
He toke his wif to kepe, whan he is gon 
To Scotland ward, his fomen for to ſeke. 

Now faire Cuſtance, that is ſo cougar meke, 
So long is gon with childe til that till Py 
She halt hire chambre; abiding Criſtes will. 

The time is come, a knave child ſhe berez / 
Mauricius at the fontſtone they him calle. 
'This Conſtable goth forth come a meſſager, 
And wrote unto his king that ING S145 
How that this blisful tiding is CN h 
And other tidings ſpedeful ſor to ſay. 

He hath the lettre, and forth he goth his: . 

This meſſager, to don his avantage, f 
Unto the kinges mother ridetk ſwithe, 355 50 
And ſalueth hire ful faire in his langage. 
Madame, quod he, ye may be glad and blithe, 

And thanken God an hundred thouſand fithe; 

My lady quene hath child; withouten doute, 
To joyeand bliſſe of all this regne aboute. 5155 
Lo here the lettre ſeled of this chinſg, 
That I moſt bere in all the haſt l may: 

If ye wol ought unto your ſone the king, 

I am your ſervant bothe night and day. N 
e Fi As now at this time 800 5160 
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But here 1 wol alight thowtakethyreſt | 
To-morwe wol Fay thee what me leſt. 
This meſſager drank ſadly ale and mine, | 
And ſtolen were his lettres pride 
Out of his box, while he flept wa fines wy 
And contrefeted was ful ſubtillß | | 
Another lettre, wrought ful fully, 
Unto the king directe of this matere It 
Fro his Conſtable, as ye ſhal after Miah FEET 
This lettre ſpake, the quene delivered was $779 
Of ſo horrible a fendliche creature,” . 
That in the caſtle non ſo hardy was [25s 
That any while dorſte therein endure; * - * 
The mother was an elfe by aventure  ' * . # 
Ycome, by charmes or by ſorceric 5178 
And everich man hateth hire compagniG. 
Wo was this king whaa he this lettre _ my 
But to no wight he told his ſorwes 3 
But of his owen hand he wrote again; | | 
Welcome the ſonde of Criſt for evermore 5 ;180 | 
To me, that am now lerned in his lore: | 
Lord, welcome be thy luſt and thy ene wb 
My luſt I put all in thyn ordinance.” n 01 
Kepeth this child, al be it foule or faire, A 
And eke my wif, unto min home coming: 3185 
Criſt whan him liſt may ſenden me an heirs: 1 
More agreable than this to my liking. LE 
This lettre he ſeled, prively weping, 
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Which to the meſſager was taken ſone, 

And forth he V SDN 

O meſſages fulfilled of dronkeaefſe? 
Strong is thy breth, e eee oft b. 
And thou bewreieſt alle ſrereneſſe; r 
Thy mind is lorne, chow jagled ryi 195 bit”. 
Thy face is tourpeTU ĩn a new array 3195 
Ther dronkeneſſe regneth i inieny reac. M14 
Ther is no conſeil hid withauters doute. 

© Donegild! I ne have non Engl ue. 
Vnto thy malice and thy tiraanie, 100 
And therfore to the fende — 5c 
Let him enditen of thy trait orie. 
Fy, manniſh, fy lo nay by God l he,; 
Fy, fendliche ſpirit! fer I dare wet telle 
Though thou here welke thy ſpirit is in helle. 
£74 hn ebe pam 5905 
And at the kipges moeres coutt he light, - 
And ſhe was of thismeffager fulfayn; i | 
And pleſed him in all that ever ſhe might. 
He dranke and wel Eis girdet underpignat; 
He flepeth-andhe fnoreth in his gife: 5210 
| All night until the ſonne gan ariſe. [ 1 

Eft ae er eee rp Ry eee 5 —__ 
And contrefeted lettres in this wile... 10% 

v. F igt. Omefinger] e 12 <A evi firtor in 
ore. tremor in corpore; qui promit ſtulta, prodit acculia;” 


cui mens alienatur, facies trarsformatur?.nullum enim later 
* ſecretum ubi 9 A . C. 1 
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The king commanded his onllable non, 
Up FTI ry ena wt ee s | 
That he ne ſhulde ſoſſren in no wiſe - 111 20h 
Cuencetmialin.Maneaniifentbabide: | 47 r 
Three daies and a quarter of a tide; 1 W, n 

But in the ſame ſhip as he hire fond pt 3657 * 
Hire and hire yonge ſone, and all hire gere, voy 
He ſhulde put, and croude hire frothelondy” 
And charge hire that ſhe never eſt come there. 
ay Colon eee ee e 
And ſleping inopdeers hon.de phages" "Fe 
Whan Donegild caſt all this ordinance. /' © ts | 

This meſſager on morwe Wwhan a. 


Unto the caſtel halt the nexte way, 1 | 
And to the Conſtable he the lettre wer Bd 
And whan that he this pitous lettre * 2 Af 
Ful oft he ſayd Alas, and wala wal! 8 230 


Lord Criſt, quod he, how may this world endure, 
So ful of ſinue is many a creature? 
O mighty God l if that it be thy will. 
Sin thou art rightful juge, how may it be þ 
That thou woltſoffren innocence to ſpill, g 
And wicked folk regne in proſperĩtee? 
Al good Cuſtance, alas! ſo wo is me.. 
That | mote be thy turmentour, or dey | 
On ſhames deth, ther is non other wey. | 
Wepen both-yong and old in al that Place | "$249 
Whan that the king this curſed lettre ſent: Tr 
X iy 
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And Cuſtance with a dediy pale face iz 58! 
PP 39224 01.5 
But natheles ſhe taketh ing ood eitent / | = 1 wat } 
The will of —— yy ARA "oy 
She ſayde, n 
He that me kepte fro the falfe blame, 
While 1 was:in the lund amonges vorn 
He can me pe fro nrme and ck fr a. 1 
In the.falt ſee, althuugh i fe not how: v. 
As ſtrong as ever he was he is yet now:: 
In him truſt L, and in his mother dere, 
hat is to r ! 
Hire e eee TERS 
And kneling pitouſſy to him ſhe ſaid., 6255 
Pees, ined fone eee o . 
With that hire couverchieſ of hare hed the braid, 
And over his litel eyen ſh it lad. 

And in hire arme ſhe lulleth it ſul faſt, =» 
And into the heven hire eyen up ſhe caſt. 3260 
Mother, quod ſhę, and mayden, bright Maric 
Soth is that thurgh womannes eggrment 

Menkind was lorne, and damned ay to die, 

For which thy child as on a n A 24 
Thy blisful eyen ſaw all his turment .,. Wewer 
Than is ther no compariſon betwene 

Thy wo and any wo man may ſuſtene. - 

Thou ſaw thy child yflain before chin oe. h 
e now liveth ty litel child parfay: 


f 


. 


run un or LAS Ml ogy 
ow, Lady bright] to whom all wofuf er en, 57 
„ thou faire May! : 
Thot haven of refute, bright ſterre of day! TI, 
New ec ee eee B d neck ny 
Reweſt on every rewful in diſtreſſe. 1 at HK 
O litel child, alas} what is thy gilt; 3175 
„ nach 1 
Why wol thin harde father have A? ial 
O mercy, dere/Conftable! (quod ſhe} © OU 
As let my Mad chhd well here with mee . 
And if thou darſi not ſaven him fro blame, 328 
So kiſſe him ones in his ſadres name. 
Thberwith the loketh backward to the lond, 
And ſaide, Fare wel, houſbond vourhe le? 
And up ſhe riſt, and walketh doun the firond/ ©: 1 
Toward the ſhip hire foloweth all the prees: 32 
And ever the praieth hire child to hold his pee, 
And taketh hire leve, and with an holy entent 
She blefferh hire, and into the ſhip ſhe went. 
Habundantly for hire a ful long ſpaces; 3290 
And other neceſſaries that ſhuld nede 
She had ynow, heried be Goddes grace: 
For wind and wether, almighty God purchace, 
And bring hire home, I can no better ſay; NY 1 
But in the ſee ſhe driveth forth hire way. rt 529 
Alla the king cometh home fone aſter h, 1 4 
| Unto his caltel, of the which od. 
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And aſketh wher his wif and his child i ß 
The Conſtable gan about his herte cold; 
And plainly all the matere he him told. - $300 
As ye han herd, I can tell it no better,r, 
And ſhewed the king his ſele and his letter; 

And ſaide, Lord, eee a0 
Vp peine of deth, ſo have I don certain. 


This meſſager turmented was til ge e 
Moſte beknowe, and tellen plat and plain 18 40 
ee e 02690 eee wie 

And thus by wit and ſubtil enquering 


Imagined was by whom e 
The hand was knowen that the lettre rate, $310 
And all the venime of this curſed dede, 
But in what wiſe certainly I not. 
The effeR is this; that Alla out of drede = 
His moder flew, that moun . Y 
For that ſhe traĩtour was to hire ligeance, 5315 
Thus endeth this old Donegild with meſchance. 
The ſorwe that this Alla night and day |, 
Maketh for his wif and for his child-alſo _ 
Ther is no tonge that it tellen may. ; 
But now wol I agen to Cuſtance go, 3320 
That fleteth ĩn the ſee in peine and wo 
Five yere and more, as liked Criſtes ſonde, 
Or that hire ſhip approched to the londe. 
Under an Hethen caſtel at the laſt, 
(Of which the name in my text I not find) 3325 
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_ Cuſtance and ebe hitte child thie ſye up caſt. 


Almighty God, thatfaved all mankind .,. 
Have on Cuſtance aua an hire pra Nee 90 
That fallen in in Hethen hond eftſome 75 
In point to ſpill, as li ſhab tell vou fone.” + 43 2 


Doun fro the caſte} comerh n ee 
To gauren on this ſhip and en'Cullance's” * 072 15 oi 


But ſhortly fro the cabal on a night, 71 
The lordes ſteward; (God yeue himameſchance) 
A theef that had reneyed un creance,:' 5s 59 F 


Came into the ſhip alone, and faid he r 
Hire lemman be whether ſhe wolde or n ade. 

Wo was this wretched woman Ge” 3 
Hire-child cred, and fiw cried picouſty; 2 
Bat blisful Mary balpe hire right an, "vo 
For with hire ftrogling wel and * dy 
The theet fell over bood al fodeny, 10 
And in the ſeę he Tee Nhe 
And thus hath Crit anꝗõeöemmed kept Caftance. £5 


O foule:laſt:ob huxurie to thin ende, 6345 
Nat only that thou ſainteſt — r 6T 
But veraily thou wolt his body ſhe md * 


Th' ende of thy werk, or uf thy — (1&5 
Is complaining > how maty may men ud 

That not. far werk ſomtime, but for 8 2266 
To don e. in o Het 4 


F. 5345. ad 1001 i 0 1 libidinis turpltuda.. * 


non folum mentem effeminiat, ſet etiam corpus enerv 
6 ſemper ſecuntur dolor et pœuitehtia poſt, Sc. Marg. C. 1. 
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How may this weke woman han the irength | 
Hire to defend again this renegate? 2 

O Golias! unmeſurable of length, 8 

How mighte Duvill de chew fd bass? $355 

How dorſt he loke upon thy dredful face? 

Wel may men ſeen it was but Goddes grace. 

Who yaf Judith corage or hardineſſe þ $4 

To ſleen him Holofernes in his tent, 5360 

And to deliver out of wretchednefſe | 7 - 

The peple of God? I ſay for this entent, 

That right as God ſpirit of vigour ſent | | 

To hem, and ſaved hem out of meſchance, 

Do Tent he rigiand Ggonr $9:Oultohce. 0 8 
Forth goth hire ſhip thurghout the naryee mouth 

Of Jubaltare and Septe, driving alway, - | 

Somtime weſt, en V4 rere 

And ſomtime eſt, ful many a wery day, Wares 

Til Criſtes moder (bleſſed be he ay) / 5370 

| —— gobdeilie. 

To make an end of all hire hevineſſm. 
Wow ler es Mitcet Colkints Mite throw, | 
And ſpeke we of the Romane emperour, 
That out of Surrie hath by lettres knowe Tame 5 i 
The laughter of Criften folk;) and diſhonour AT 
Don to his doughter by a falſe traitour, 
I mene the curſed wicked Soudanneſſe, 
That at the felt let ſleen both more and leſſe. 
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For which this emperour hath ſent anon $5380 
His ſenatour, with real ordinance, 1 
And other lordes, God wote, many on, 

On Surriens to taken high vengeance: | 
They brennen, fleen, and bring hem to mefchanch.” 
Ful many a day: but ſhortly this is th'ende, 5385, 
Homward to Rome they ſhapen hem to wende. 
This ſenatour repaireth with victorie 

To Rome ward, ſayling ful really, bY, 

And met the ſhip driving, as ſaith the lone, | 
In which Cuſtance ſitteth ful pitoully : | 3390 
Nothing ne knew he what ſhe was, ne IR is ST 
She was in ſwiche array, ne ſhe wil ſey © 

Of hire eſtat, though that ſhe ſhulde dey. - 

He bringeth hire to Rome, and to his wif 
He yaf hire, and hire yonge ſonne alſo, 3395 
And with the ſenatour ſhe lad hire lif. i 
Thus can our Lady bringen out of wo 
Woful Cuſtance, and many another mo: 

And longe time dwelled ſhe in that place 

In holy werkes ever, as was hire ne 8 
The ſenatoures wif hire aunte was, 

But for all that ſhe knew hire never the more: 

I wol no longer tarien in this cas 

But to King Alla, which I ſpake of yore, 

That for his wif wipeth and fiketh ſore, $405 

I wol returne, and let I wol Cuſtance is 

Under the ſenatoures governande. 
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King Alla, which that kad hismoder flain, 
Upon a day fell in fiche repeotance, 


That if | ſhortly tellen ſhal and plain, 61 
: TR ems I ee de 2 e e eee "DEI 


- 


And putte him in the Popes erdinance: 
In high and low, and Jeſu Crift beſought 


Foryeve his wicked werkes that he + ALAS) 


The fame anon thutghout the toun is born, $415 
How Alla king ſhal come on pilgrimage, 


By herbergeours that wenten him beforn, 
For which the qeuatour, as was uſage, _ 


Rode him againe, and many of his linage, IS i | 
As wet to ſne wen his high-magnificence $5420 


As to don any king a reverence. | 
Gret chere doth this noble ſenatour 
To King Alla, and be to him alfo: - - 
Everich of hem doth other gret honour; 
And ſo befell that in a day or two | — 5 5425 
This ſenatour is to King Alla go $3 Jorker 
To feſt, andhortly, if I ſhal not lie, 
Cuſtances ſone went in his compagnie. 
Som men wold ſain at requeſte of Cuſtance 
This ſenatour hath lad this child to fete : $5 $430 
I may not tellen every circumſtance; . 
Be as be may ther was he at the leſte: 
But ſoth is this, that at his mothers heſte r 
Beſorn Alla, during the metes ſpace, | 


The os ſtood . in the We | $435 | 
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I 


This Alla king hath: of this child gret wonders/. 


Andto the ſenatour he ſaid anon mag. - 
Whos is that faire child that tondeth yonder : 


3 "Ps 
- 
* 
ky & | 2 
S * 
= * 


«tte * 


I not, quod he, by God, and by Seiat Jann 


A moder he hath, but fader hath he toon 3440 


That I of ote: but ſhortly in a ſtoun li 


He told Alla how that this child was loundld. nl 


But God wor, quod this ſenatoar alſo, mel 
So vertuous a liver in all my lif -: 7-1 1501 109w AN 
Neſaw | never as ſhe, ne herd of m Fit 
Of wordly woman, maiden, widewe or * 13H 


Irdare wel ſayn hire hadde lever a knit K 


g I SES 


Ther is no man eoude bring hire to that prikke,. | 7 
Now wat ON + - $450 
As poſlible is a creature to be: s RG 0 He 


This Alla hath-the face eee, ee bo 2701 


Of Dame Cuſtance, and theron muſed he, = 5 ” 
If that the childes meder were.aught-ſhe - AT 


That is his wif, and prively he ſighte, Yeh 
Aab 584 
Parfay, thought he, fantome is in min hed; 

I ought to deme of ſłilful ju gement 


That in the ſalte fee my wif is del. 


And afterward he made his argument; 80e 


What wot [ if that Criſt have hider ſent 


{HEE 
My wif by ſee, as wel as he hire let 
To my contree, fro thennes that ſhe went: 


Polume II. | * 


— —2— — AAR 2 


ö 
| 


—————— « er 
ä —— & 44114 Þ 
dhe morwe came, and Alla gan him dreſſe, $570 
And eke his wif; this emperour to met, 
And forth they ride in joye and in gladneſſe; * 
And When ſhe faw hire fader in the ſtrete _ 
She light adoumn and falleth him to fete. 
Taler, quod ſhe, your yonge child Cuſtance 550 
Is now ful elene out of your remembrance. 
1am your donghter your Coltne, quod he, * 
| aw, fader; that in the ſalte ſee 1 * N 62 
Was ucaos, an cee. 212155 $530 
-goodefader; I you mercy-.crie 3 i 
— — Trins An "wy 
Is © | a 
Who can th pitous joye tellen all 
— —— $585 


But of my Tale make an ende I hal, | 
The day goth faſt. I wol mne 11 
Thiſe glade folk te dinner ben yſetta * ; 
In joye and bliffe at mete I let hem dwell, x 6't 


' 2Athouſand fold wel more dun f can tl $540 
 ThischildAfaurice was ſithen Emperourt 
. FOYER N ik 
To Criſtes chirche did he gret honour: 


ruten ois oh 1 have auer your fr the fake of 
the metre, £ 


Af N rb AE 7 
But! let all his ſtorie paſſen by:; Fu ion 101 


Of Cuſtance is my Tale ſpecially; DE: 
In the olde Romane pete menimay find UT PrEE. 
Maurices if, I bere it not in mind. DAT 
This King Alla, whan he — „ 
With his Cuſlance, his holy wif ſo fwete; n D 
To Englond ben they eome the Ae $550 
Ther as they live in joye andin-quictez © . Df 
But litel while it laſteth I you here; - FU $464 a 
Joye of this world for time wol no abide, * 
Fro day to night it changeth us the tide. 
Who lived ever in ſwiche delite o dax 53554 
That him de mewed eythes conſcience,” vi WE 
Or ire, or talent, or ſom kin afra. 
En vie, or pride; or paſſion, or — K n 
1 ne ſay but for this end this ſentence, 
That litel while in joye or in pleſancce 86e 
Laſteth the bliſſe af Alla with Cuſtan ce. 


For Deth, that taketh of hie and -· low his rente, 


Whan paſſed was a yere, eyen as I geſſe, 
Out of this world this King Alla he hente, 


F. $552. But litel while} In Marg. C. 1,“ A mane uſque ad 
A veſperem mutabitur tempus. tenent tympanum et gaudent 
% ad ſonum organi,” Wc, . 

V. 55855. Who lived ever] Abd Unis unquam unicam diem 
« totam in ſua dileQione duxit jocundam ? quem in aliqua 
parte diei reatus conſcientiæ, viz. impetus ir, vel motus 
« concupiſcentiz non turbavit ; quem livor, vel ardor avari- 
«* tize, ve] tumor ſuperbize non vexavit, quem aliqua jactura, 
vel offenta, vel paſſio non commoyverit,” Fc, „ 
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For whom Cuſtance;hath ful gret he veneſſe : 3565 
Now let us pr aien God his ſoule bleſſe nnn 1 
And Dame Cuſtancen finally to fat,. 
Toward the toun aſ Rome goth hire wa: 
To Rame is come cis holy creature, #1171 
And findeth-ther:hire ſrendes hole and ſound; 5576 
Nox is the ſeaped all. hire aventure.:,.; | hola O 
And whan that he hire fader hath y found 2s 290 I 
Doun on hire knees falleth ſhe to grund- 
Weping for teaderadlean herte blithoa- ] 
She herieth God an hundred thoulagd ſiche. 3571 
in vertue and in holy ahne ſſe dede dvi o 
They liven — ade: T7: 
Till deth departetk hem. this lif they lede: 0% 
And fareth now wel, my Tale as at Wende, bn 
Now Jeſu Criſt, that of his might mayſende, 15580 
Joye after wo, governe us in hio grace... 
And kepe us alle that 1 EA e 
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